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Iwan article written in a spiritof fairness 
towards British residents in China, the 
“Saturday Review,” of the Sth March, 
reviewed the position of affairs as like- 
ly to be affected by the Inte Conven- 
tion. In one important particalar oar 
otherwise wellinformed contemporary 
was in error, and as the same subject 
has been recently discussed here, wo 
propose to consider, more or less fully, 
the vexed question of the Transit-dnes. 
Our contemporary affirms that the 
small number of Transit certificates 
taken ont proves thatthere is something 
fandamentally wrong in the present sys- 
tem; and that, in this respect at lenst, 
some revision of the treaty of Tientsin 
was desirable in the interests of British 
importers. Now, were Chinaan ordinary 
country, we are free to admit that the 
scant bumber of passes applied for, 
might really proceed from such a mis- 
carriage; and that the fact of the very 
great majority of foreign goods pro- 
ceeding to the interior, and of native 
goods coming to the ports for export, 
being uncovered by Transit certificates, 
did really poiut to some essential rot- 
tenness in the system, which prevent- 
ed its becoming worth the owners’ while 
to make the necessary application, and 
pay the increased duty thereby entail- 
ed. Such, we admit, would, from a su- 
perficial view of the case, be the natural 
conclusion we should arrive at. When, 
however, we come to enquire into de- 
tails, we are struck by the fact thatthese 
allegations of the failure of the system 
do not proceed from the foreign mer- 
chants, who are more interested in the 
matter, and to whom the difference of 
three or four candareens in the solling 
rato of imports marks all the difference 
between a fair profit and absolute loss ; 
but from Peking, the head-quarters of 
the reactionary party, and from vari- 
ons agents of the Foreign Customs’ es- 
tablishment at one or more of the 
treaty ports. On the other band, while 
complaints have been made, over and 
over again, of the levy of taxes in ex- 
cess of tariff rates on foreign goods, and 
the British Authoritieshave been in vain 
appealed to to obtain refands of these 
illegal levies, the common feeling of tho 
foreign communities has been distinct- 
ly expressed in favor of the present 
system requiring only a little firmness, 
on the part of the foreign representa- 
tives, to ensure its satisfactory working. 

With regard to the reason of the 
small number of transit certificates 
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“actually taken ont, the following remarks 
of Mr. Kingsmill, at the meeting of the 
North-Chiva Branch of the Royal Asia- 
tic Society, alluded to above, may be 
quoted:— 

On the other hand, the stipulations of 
the Treaty of Tientsin worked fairly. 
‘Mr. Robertson had spoken of the low rate 
‘of duty charged on goods ding to the 
principal inland marts. This was clearly 
established so far as the principal highways 
of internal commerce were concerned. He, 
however, attributed tho low rate to the 
effect of the transit duties’ clauso. It was 
always optional to the importer to obtain 
the transit pass, and the knowledge of this 
was made use of by him in settling the 
dues payable on the road. In case of any 
attempt at an exorbitant levy, he had al- 
ways the pass to fall back on; and the 
threat of doing so, which would deprive 
the taxing officer of all his share of the 
duties, was in the great majority of in- 
stances sufficient to induce him to reduce 
the rates of passage. This was'the main 
reason why 60 few transit passes were taken 
‘out, in proportion to the amount of goods 
passing into the interior. The clause led 
to a practical commutation of duties down 
toa fair standard, while everyone obtained 
his own share of the procecds. The go- 
vernment had its duties, the local officers 
their share in the proceeds, while the mer- 
chant was able to make a favourable sale. 

It will be thus seen that, where the 
present system has beon got into work- 
ing order, its benefits extend not ouly 
to the articles actually covered by passes, 
but to the whole trade. To understand 
this curious fact, it 
prehend that thero is no fixed aud in- 
variable tariff in China. Imperial pro- 
clamations, in many cases, fix the no- 
minal limits, but the actual rate becomes 
a question of bargaining between the 
collector and the individual merchant. 
In this bargaining, every circamstance 
taken into detail; and as no accounts are 
kept, but the barriers aro practically 
farmed out to the collector, it becomes 
the immediate interest of the latter to 
collect all the rates which bring in the 
largest amount to himself. Itcau be 
readily understood that transit certifi- 
cates are looked on with disfavourby men 
placed in such a position, and that, ra- 
ther than be deprived of all interest in 
the trade in foreign goods, the collector 
will make sufficient sacrifices to prevent 
the passes being applied for. 

Tt thus follows that the advantages 
of the transit clanses are not to be 
judged from the mere number of certi- 
ficates taken out; on the contrary, those 
localities where not one single pass is 
applied for, may be the greatest gainers. 
Shanghai offers a notable example of 
this; and, second ouly toShanghai, since 
the Weikwan barrier exactions were 
stopped by Mr. Medhurst, may be 
quoted Chinkiaug. We do not profess 
to uphold this system of taxation as 
the best that could be devised; we do not 
even affirm thatitis a good one. On the 
contrary, we have steadily maintained 
the doctrine that petty and arbitrary 
exactions ou trade, made at frequent 
intervals, as is the case in China, have 
the most deterrent effect on its pro- 
gress. We, however, find the system 
established ; we know that-the Chinese 
Government has not-the wish, even 
if it had the power, to reform its 
fiseal system; and we therefore look 
with something more than suspicion 
on the proposals put forward in the 
Convention. : 






























Let us tarn for one moment to Chiii- 
Kiang, and see the offect produced by 
the introduction of the transit’ pass 
system. We quote from a table-pub- 
lished in December last, under the 
‘ainthority of the Foreign Customs. Grey 
Shirtings proceeding from Chinkiaug 
to Hweian-foo, were liable, undernative 
taxes, to pay a sum of 585 cash or nearly 
4 mace a piece (say 2s. 4d.); the same 
goods; after the Weikwan’ barrier 
affair, passed, under certificate, for 4 
candareens, or a little “more*'than’a 
tenth, Within a year; imports increas- 
ed some 300 per cent, of which, how- 
ever, not more than about -a fourth 
proceeded under transit. certificates. 
At Kiukiang where, unfortunately, no 
persistant attempt was made by the 

ritish representative to put an end to 
illegal ‘taxation, we find Grey goods, 
proceeding by water to the interior of 
the province, paying a tax of 154 cash, 
or some three ‘times the amount of the 
legal dues. Tho result here is curious; 
only 33 cash are charged on goods going 
by land, which is actually lowerthan the 
‘Treaty tariff; while of these it is calcu- 
lated that one-tenth escape duty alto- 

ther. Hencethe curiousresultthatthe 

hinese Government, by its own exac- 
tion, loses its revenue; while such 
goods as do penetrate are carried 
laboriously over mountain tracks on 
wheelbarrows or coolies’ shoulders, at a 
rate which seriously affects tho import. 

Another question was incidentally 
raised at the meeting referred to, and 
that was the extraordinary reading of 
the Treaty of Tientsin with respect to 
the ownorship of goods applying for 
transit certificates. It seems diflicult 
to comprehend how the blander of 
requi a statement of ownership, 
which has been put in practice at some 
if not all the Consulates, arose. Tho 
Treaty of Nanking on this subject 
was most explicit,—that the commuted 
inland tax was to cover the goods iu 
whatever hands. This rule was never 
rescinded in that of Tientsin; on the 
contrary, Rule 7 of the ‘Trade Regula- 
tions appended to the Tariff, and which 
have always been considered as an es- 
sential portion of the ‘Treaty, reads as 
follows 

“Merchandize shall be cleared of its 
transit dues under the following condi- 
tious :—In the case of Imports.—Notico 
being given at the port of entry from 
which tho imports are to be forwarded 
inland, of the nature and quantity of the 
goods, theshipfrom which theyhave been 
landed, and the place inlaud to which 
they are bound, with all other necessary 
particulars, the collectorof Customs will, 
‘on due inspection made, and on receipt 
of the transit duty due, issue a transit 
duty certificate. ‘This ‘must be pro- 
duced at every barrier station and viséd. 
No farther duty will be leviable upon 
imports so certificated, no matter how 
distant tho place of their destination.” 

The fact that, in the next clause 
goods intended for export require to 
Dave been purchased by a British subject, 
is the plainest proof of the intention 
of tho clause to cover the goods and 
not the ownership. It is difficult to 
discover the circumstances under which 
the system of declaration came to be 
introduced; nor are we aware that it 
has been ever explained. It seems to 
have sprang up about the same unfor- 














tunate time as the Revised Regultions 
of Trade on the Yangtsze, of November, 
1862, came into force, and to have 
owed-its origin to the same hands, 
It does not apponr, in fact, ever to 
have received avy official sanction, but 
on the contrary’ to have been slipped 
into the forms “prepared for the uso of 
the British Consulates. Mr. Kingsmill 
prodaced, on thissubject, an explanatory 
despatch’ from Sir Rutherford Alcock, 
bearing so late ‘a date as April 1869, 
stating distinctly that the right of the 
goods to pass was irrespective of owner- 
ship, and that this principle was ad- 
mitted at Poking at the time ; and this 
view is in accordance with the stipulae 
tions of the treaties on the subject. 
‘Mr. Robertson, however, in his defence 
of the Convention, ingeniously attompt- 
ed to prove that such a rondering was 
inaceuraté, or, as he afterwards ex: 
plained. it, untenable. Woe ‘are not 
prepared’ for the only alternatives 
left, assuming the correctness of Mr. 
Robertson's dictum,—eithor on the one 
hand to suppose that the British 
Minister published the despatch refer- 
red to, in ignorance of the trae state 
of affairs, or on the other, that he wil- 
fally attempted tothrow dust in the eyes 
of the mercantile body. 

We may then, we think, presume that 
wo speak the wishes of the body of fo 
reign merchants in China, when we as- 
sume that no radical change is required 
in the transit daty clauses of the exist- 
ing treaties, That, with regard to im- 

orts, the pass shall cover the goods 
irrespective of ownership; and, inregard 
to exports, that such foes as those levied 
as license duties on silk, or as growers’ 
fees on tens, shall not be legal if in 
excess of the half export duty, which 
shall be considered to cover all taxes 
leviable by the Governmenton thearticles 
in question ; and that, in caso of exces- 
sive charges in any case, a readier 
means of redress than has hitherto 
existed, be provided. When 
China exhibits any desire to amend 
her internal tariff, and to give up the 
rainous system’ of barrier taxation, 
or when the course of affairs shall 
lead us to interfere in these mat- 
ters, tho stipulations of the abortive 
Convention, or something of similar 
nature may be discussed; but at 
the present moment, the experience 
of ucarly thirty years all goes to 
prove that a system set up by the 
central Government, from which the 
local officers’ can derive no immediate 
advantage, must,cf necessity, in absence 
of sufficient power at Peking to control 
the extremities of the Empire, become 
|. dead letter. 

It has been the effect of accident 
rather than design, thatthe transit clau- 
sos of the late treaty have been found 
effective ; bat, having been accepted by- 
the local authorities, and found to 
work without injury to their admin- 
istrations, 
cause for the proposed changes must 
be shown, than tho British Minister 
and the apologists of the . Convention 
have been able hitherto to offer. 











We gave, last week, a brief sketch of 
the origin of the Mussulman population 
of Yunvan—in the settlement there of 
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pressing rebellion among his subjects, 
and who afterwards were given 
lands in this remote portion of the 
Empire. Once before, Yanuan bas 
shaken off the Imperial yoke, and 
orected itself into an independent prin- 
cipality, under the name of Nan-tchao; 
but it was subdued by the Mongols, 
and subsequently remained under con- 
trol, till the year 1857. It was unfor- 
tunate for the Peking Government, or 
rather, perhaps, a logical consequence 
of its ‘own corruption aud weakness, 
that this rebellion occnrred nearly at 
the same time that the Taepings were 
gathering importance in the south ; 
and that the French and English were 
ching a conquering force to Pe- 
It was least able to cope with 
this remote danger; and has, ap- 
parently, dono little except try to 
keep it from spreading, until it cau 
gin more leisure or strength. So far 
as wo can rely on tho scanty informa. 
tion which reaches us, there seems no 
immedixte prospect that it will have 
either, for some time to come, The 
Mino-tsze have caused a stute of anar- 
cliy, in the adjacent province of Kwei- 
chow, which Li-hung-chang had been 
specially ordored to repress, when he 
was remanded, to deal with the more 
essing danger, froma second Mo- 
Tamedan outbreak in the North-west. 
Poreigners are too prone to overlook 
the importance of these iusargent 
movements. They hear of the infax 
and efflax of rebel hordes, in certain 
districts ; but they do not realise the 
influence which these movements must 
have, on commeree. Mr. Magniae very 
ightly pointed out, recently, in the 
se of Commons, how greatly the 
interest of merchants was opposed to 
a war with China, if sach a con- 
tingency could be avoided ; but the 
suine ill effect which would follow from 
n foreign war m i 
degree, from 


















well able nor so ready to take our mana- 
factures, when pressed by rebellion and 
threatened with plunder, as if living in 
pence and plenty. And the existence 
of very serious disturbance in districts 
adjacent to the Metropolitan province, 
is undoubted. 

‘The immediate origin of the Maho- 
medan population in the north-west, is 
lessclear than of thatin Yunnan. It seems 
likely, however, that it is attributable 
also, in part, to early settlers; part 
to the absorption of the Nestorian 
Christianity, which once flourished here, 
into a creed having for its basis the 
dogma of divine unity ; and partly 
to the natural filtration of Mahome- 
danism from Tarkestan, A glance at 
the map will show that the province of, 
Kansuli is contiguous to that of Yar- 
kaud, which has very lately thrown off’ 
the Chinese’ yoke, and constituted it- 
self an independent principality under 
the rule of Yukoob Beg. The throes 
of this revolution appear to have ex- 
tended eastward, and to have ex- 
cited tbe Mussulman population even 
within the proper limits of the empire. 
For several years, now, we have had 
alternate news of repulses inflicted and 
sustained by the Imperialist forces in 
these provinces, ‘'so-tsung-tang was 
removed from the Viceroyalty of Foh- 














kien and Chekeang, to take command 
of the army operating against them ; 
and we have since heard, at one time of 
an ivraption into Shanse, at another of 
areflax toKansuh. The latest news, 
we have had very recently to record, 
is the infliction of two serious defeats 
on tho Imperialist forces in Shense, 
and ahasty order to Li-hung-chang, 
who appears to be the sole stand-bye of 
the Peking Government, in all emer- 
gencies, to come up to take the control 
of affairs. 

We are not disposed to look on the 
Mahomedan movement as threatening 
immediate danger to the raling dynas- 
ty; bat, taken in connexion with the 
elements of disquiet which prevail else- 
where, it canuot be denied importance. 
Evidently, it is causing alarm at Pe- 
king, and we know from much experi- 
ence how ill qualified Chinese soldiers 
are to oppose an energetic foe. 
a 


Summary of Hews. 


Is our last issue we mentioned the arrival 
of the English mail of the 8th April. We 
have since received the French mail of the 
1th ; but we have telegraphic advices, by 
Grant’s Kinchta line, to the 10th May. 

‘The principal items of news of China in- 
terest, were the arrival of Sir R. Alcock, 
in London ; the award, by special request 
of the Queen, of a good service pension to 
Admiral Keppel ; and the fact that prepar- 
ations for the expedition of the first section 
of cable to be laid by the Great Northern 
‘Telegraph (China and Japan Extension) 
Company were making rapid progress. The 
Danish frigate Tordenskjold had arrived in 
the Thames, where she would take on board 
a portion of the cable, for the remainder of 
which the company have chartered the 
strs, Cella and Great Northern, About 40 
miles were finished and in the tanks, and 
the remainder would be completed by the 
time the ships were fitted up and ready to 
receive their cargoes. It was expected that 
before the end of May the whole would be 
on its way to China. 

‘The Homeward mail leaves to-morrow, 
in the P, & O. steamer Bombay. 

The following ships have arrived during 
the fortnight :-—Flying Spur, White Adder, 
Weymouth, Huntley Castle, Cutty Sark, 
Thyatira, and John R. Worcester, London ; 
Ceara, Woolonggong U.S. ; Argonaut and 
Biss Kilmansegg, Newcastle N. S. W.; 
Francis Henty, Swan River ; Wild Deer, 
Plymouth ; G. F, Haendel and Crested 
Wave, Cardiff; Anna, from Hamburgh ; and 
Foockow, Bangkok. 

‘There have been no departures other 
than coasters. 

We print, to-day, a report of a debate 
which lately took place at the Asiatic So- 
ciety, on the new Convention. Mr. J. B. 
Robertson opened the proceedings by the 
lecture of an elaborate paper, favoring 
the Convention as opposed to the Treaty of 
Tientsin. He was followed by several 
speakers who all, except Mr. Hanbury, 
held an opposite view. The discussion 
is the fullest which has taken place here, in 
regard to the new Convention; and is, 
therefore, worthy of record. It is only 
unfortunate that there were not more 








The Silk market opened on the Sist 
May, at rates about equivalent to Tis. 617 
for No, 3 Tsatlee. Some 800.bales of new 
silk go forward by the mail. Both the P. 
& 0. and M. L Companies advertised, 
yesterday, a reduction in the rate of 
freight to Tis. 9 to London, and Tis. 8 
to Marseilles. 

The election of Municipal Councillors for 
the French Concession, took place on the 
29th and 30th ulto. ‘The following gentle- 
men were elected—Messrs. Millot (135), 
Voisin (118), and Morel (112) votes— 
French ; and Messrs. F. B. Forbes (187) 
and Arosenius (182) votes—Foreigners. 
190 electors voted. Messrs. Groom, Ay- 
meri and Martin, who remain in office, 
complete the list of Councillors. 

Our readers will be interested to know 
that the erection of a Municipal telegraph, 
between the Central, Lowza, and Hongkew 
Police Stations, has been commenced. Mr. 
L. D. Bishop has undertaken the con- 
tract ; and to teach one or twvo of the police 
staff, the mode of working the instruments. 
The repair of the Woosung road, and the 
construction of a new one along the river 
bank, have been also commenced. 

The Salvors have succeeded in reco- 
vering another $100,000 from the wreck 
of the Hamilla Mitchell. About $35,000, 
we believe, remain, but it is uncertain 
whether a further attempt will be made to 
recover these, as the expense and difficulty 
of getting at them will be great. 

We have to acknowledge receipt of a book: 
by Mr. Watters of H. B. M. Consular 
service, entitled “Laotz—a Study of 
Chinese Philosophy.” The book is in 
great measure a reprint of essays which 
have appeared in the Chinese Recorder, 
They are here revised, added to, and offer- 
ed in a compact form. The book contains 
much valuable information regarding the 
Chinese philosophy, and those who take 
an interest in such studies will thank Mr. 
Watters for the labour he has bestowed. 

A great row occurred, a week or two ago, 
at the well-known village of Loong-hvra. 
‘The temple, there, is a favourite place 
of worship in Spring ; and is the resort of 
large numbers of people from all parts of 
the surrounding country. Women especial- 
ly affect it, and some few lodge in the joss- 
house for a day or two, to enable them to 
prolong their devotions. On this occasion, 
the Loong-hwa villagers got up a row, on 
the pretext that the priests had some wo- 
men confined in the joss-house ; broke a 
good deal of furniture, thrashed the priests, 
and stole some of the visitors’ ornaments, 
It appears that the opportunity for commit- 
ting these thefts, was the real motive for the 
riot. The Che-hsien subsequently visited 
the place, and has ordered the broken pro- 
perty to be repaired, and the villagers to 
pay the cost. 

We reprint, from the Times of India, a 
paragraph, about theadventures with pirates 
of the little steamer Rocket, which reads 
unfavourably for Captain Roper, until 
another story is told. The Rocket, 
a little tug steamer of small tonnage, 
has just arrived from England vit the 
Suez Canal. Of the Arabian coast, she 





was approached by two dhows, each con. 
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taining 70 or 80 men. Suspecting them to 

. be pirates, she fired at them with Snider 
rifles until they retired. On their arrival at 
‘Muscat, according to the Times of India, 
they complained of this treatment, alleging 
that they wanted water. Finding this 
story abroad, Captain Roper has beenerith 
his own before the Magistrate, and has 
there made a deposition which seems 
to quite justify his proceedings. The 
dhows, it must beremembered, professed to 
the British Consulat Muscat, that they were 
bound from Bombay to Muscat, and ap- 
proached the Rockettoask for water. Nowthe 
monsoon during which the rencontre took 
place, would have enabled them to make 
a straight run across, before a fair wind. 
Yet the place where the Rocket saw them 
‘was 850 miles to the S. W. of Muscat ; and 
after leaving her they pursued their way 
westward. They were close, moreover, to 
the Arab town of Atab, which is marked on 
charts as having good water ; and from the 
direction in which they were sailing they 
must have passed, on the previous day, a 
town where supplies were also obtainable. 
‘The circumstances lead strongly to the in- 
ference that, if Capt. Rope. had not acted 
as he did, the Rocket might, now have been 
numbered among the list of missing” 
craft. 

‘The special agent of the China Subma- 
rine Telegraph Company (of London), whose 
appearance amongst us we noticed some 
weeks ago, has retuned from Peking. 
His application for leave to land the end 
of the telegraphic cable in this Settlement 
was refused; the Chinese, it would seem, 
apprehending that concession of small be- 
ginnings on shore might be interpreted as 
‘a concession of a right to lay lines inland, 
to which point they are not yet able to 
bring themselves. But provided the line is 
bona side submerged, no opposition will be 
made to its introduction into the inner 
waters ; and Mr. Dunn is therefore in a 
position to make arrangements which will 
suflice for his purpose. We may predict 
that in a year’s time, the line will be work- 
ing from Shanghai to London—and that 
the connections with India, the Straits, and 
Australia will also be complete then. 

‘The Fenella returned to Nrxcro, after 
‘a cruise among the Chusan islands, on the 
30th ult. She had fallen in with one of 
the Shanghai arsenal steamers, at the Raffle 
Islands; and Colonel Cooke's menhad routed 
out one nest of pirates in that neighbour- 
hood, and captured several men and boats. 
Itislikely thatthey will start again in a few 
days for a cruise abont Chipoo, and Wan- 
chow, and the neighbouring islands ; the 
Paoshun however, taking the place of the 
Fendlla. 

We havenews from Haxkow to the 28th 
May. The market, as we have before re- 
ported, was opened on the 18th, by the 
purchase of three chops of Ningchows, at 
prices equal to Ts. 40 per pecul laid down 
in Shanghai ; and a lange business was at 
‘once commenced, at an advanced of Tis. 
1a 3 on opening rates. The demand, how- 
ever, has since slackened, and prices have 
declined Tis. 2a4 per pecul for all but 
the finest kinds. The market for Oopacks 
and Oonfas was opened onthe 21st, at Tis. 
BL a 32 respectively. Prices for these 
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teas have, however, also since given way ; 
and, as stocks are large, a further fall is 
expected. The quality of the several teas 
is considered fully equal to, if not better 
than last year. Messrs. Gordon Brothers 
gave the following comparative statement 
of prices paid for afew of the ‘“Mar- 
ket” Teas. They omit the few ‘ Crack” 
chops, as they have all been taken by 
Russian buyers, at Tis. 32 a 35.5 per pecul 


for Oopack kinds. 
Bag WaT 2 pps Tia sh pel Ta 30s” 
ae eke arab shee 







2535 35 


Sars 7, 
33° 
‘The shipments, on the 27th May, amounted 
to 116 chops, comprising 31,790 chests, and 
34,450 }-chests. ‘The number of musters 
placed on the market to date reach 290 
chops, or the equivalent of 170,000 chests. 
The Diomed, Er! King, and China are fully 
engaged for London, at £7 per ton of 40 
feet, with 16s. extra for the first ship. The 
rate of freight per Agamemnon is not yet 
fixed. The Titania is londing at £6 per ton, 

A Newouwaxe correspondent writesthat 
there isa demand for Grey Shirtings at 
‘Tis. 2.30, but Sycee is scarce, and buyers 
want long credit. ‘T-Cloths 7-Ibs. are quo- 
ted Tis. 1.55 to 58. Nail rod iron Tls. 1.80. 
Beancake Tis. 4 per 10 pes. Pear Tis. 3.30. 
per shihe. Oil Tis, 9.85 perpel. ‘The only 
charter is the “ Alice Thompson” to Shang- 
hai for orders, at 12c. 

We notice that very strong feeling 
has been excited against the French 
missionaries at Osaka, on account of 
their refusal to perform the funeral 
service over M. Vandera, a Belgian 
gentleman, who died suddenly at that port 
afew weeks ago. The missionaries were 
begged to conduct the necessary cere 
monies, but refused, in the following terms 
—M. Vandera n’a pas eu besoin de nous 
pendant sa vie. Il en a encore moins 
‘besoin aprés sa mort.” The request was 
pressed by the French Consul ; but useless- 
ly ;and the burial took place without re- 
ligious assistance. There may have been 
much unintentional truth in the mission- 
aries’ remark ; but it exhibits little charity ; 
and we are not surprised that indignation 
is expressed at their conduct. 

Jarax seems to be doing, in many res- 
pects, what we want done, in China, Mines 
are being opened, railways made, and tele- 
graphs have been already erected. ‘The 
latest innovation is on a much smaller 
scale ; but still contrasts with our own con- 
dition. The system of making Chinese 
prisoners do hard labour in the streets, 
which has been abandoned in Shanghai, 
has been introduced into Yoxowawa. 
‘The prisoners rebelled violently at first, 
and had to be coerced; but they were 
coerced. It is a pity that we do not follow 
asimilar course. The state of the case was 
very well illustrated by a speaker at the 
Rate-payers’ meeting, in regard to the col- 
lection of land tax. If we ask the Taotai’s 
authority, he will say, no—2s he would to 
any request whatever. If we asked per- 
mission to build a church steeple, he would 
refuse it, on the ground of Feng-shuey, or 
some other plea. The wise plan is to do 
it ; and wait for his objection. We should 
have kept up the hard labour system, once 








inaugurated; and should recommence it 


now, relying on the permission first given, 
and refusing to recognise its withdrawal. 

We are glad to learn that the railway 
works are being pushed rapidly forward ; 
work has been begun at both ends of the 
Yedo and Yokohama section. The guage 
is to be 3 ft. 6 in. 

We regret to learn, from HoxcKoxo 
papers, the loss of H. B. M. gun-boat 
Slaney, and of the British ship Caractacus, 
on the Paracels shoal. In the former ease, 
42 lives (including the Commander), out of 
S1on board, were lost; the crew of the 
Caractacus were saved. H. M. 8. Salamis 
and Adventure have gone to the relief of 
the survivors. The news of both calamities 
was brought to Hongkong by the pinnace 
of the Caractucus, which had been boarded 
and plundered by fishermen, on the way. 
Both wrecks occurred during a cyclone ; 
and the small stmr. Bay, bound from 
Hongkong to Manila, was lost during the 
same gale, off the coast of Hainan. Mr. 
Findlay, her builder and owner, was washed 
overboard and drowned. The Naval Court 
held to enquire into the loss of the Dunmait 
has suspended the master’s certificate for 
six months.. The deck is being blown in, 
‘A good quantity of cargo has been recover- 
ed. It is thought that the ship may be 
eventually raised. Capt. Stanhope, Inte 
commanding H. M. ship Ocean, has been 
appointed Secretary toMr. Childers, andhas 
gone home. The spirit distillery, at Hong- 
kong, is now fairly under weigh. 

A Custom House return, recently pub- 
ished, shows the total value of Inpian im- 
ports, in 1869, to have been £31,000,000. 
‘The most recent calculations show the 
entire population of India, exclusive of 
British Burmah, to be 210,000,000, spread 
over 900,000 square miles, In view 
of the growing importance of ‘tea culti- 
vation in India, a prize of Rs. 500, and 
‘a gold medal, have been offered for an 
essay on its cultivation. The death of the 
Rajah of Kupporthullah, at Aden, on his 
way home, isregarded asa great misfortune. 
‘The Rajah was a Prince of note, and amem- 
ber of the Vice-regal Council. His death 
‘willdeter many natives whom Prince Alfred’s 
« progress” had inclined to visit England. 
Lord Napier has arrived in, Bombay, to 
take command-in-chief of the Indian Army, 
in succession to General Mansfield. An 
income tax of 34 per cent has been passed, 
n the Legislative Council, but is extremely 
unpopular. Petroleum has been discover- 
ed in the Punjaub. With reference to our 
recent Municipal struggle, the following re- 
marks of the Friend of India on the Muni- 
cipal affairs of Calcutta may be interesting. 
“The revenue of the municipal portion of 
the city of Calcutta last year was £280,722, 
which is equal to that of Ecuador and just 
one-fourth that of Switzerland. Of ‘this 
sum £199,455 consisted of ordinary receipts. 
‘The house rate yielded £95,325 and the 
licenses on professions and trades £24,319. 
Of the expenditure, amounting to £252,213 
the sum of £37,350 was spent on the drain- 
age works, £37,167 on roads, and £19,954 

But still, it may be said 
that the Municipality exists rather for the 
Denefit of its own employés than for pur- 
‘poses of public health or convenience, for 
the enormous sum of £28,058 was devoted 
to establishments—that is, more than the 
whole cost of the police orthe lighting, 








which is met by special rates.” 
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Gditoxial Selections. 





‘THE TRADE OF NAGASAKI AND HAKODADI. 


We have before us two Trade Reports 
from Japan,—one farnished by Mr. 
Annesley of Nagasaki, the other by 
Mr. Busden of kodate. There is 
‘a tendency in the Consuls at small 
ports to magnify their office, and the 
most verbose despatches often emanate 
from the smallest places. The Japan 
Mail amusingly quotes Lord Macaulay, 
and says that such a book as the Na- 
asaki official has turned out, might 
favo been considered as light read- 
ing before the deluge, in the days of 
Hilpa and Shalam. A Dutch savan, 
wwe are reminded, once spent a whole 
lifetime in writing fifteen volumes on 
a fly’s eye; anda Chinese scholar will 
compose, without much exbanstion, a 
poem of a thousand lines ona melon 
seed. Mr. Annesley seems to have per- 
formed a similar feat; for, really, the 
trade of Nagasaki is very small; still, 
it is growing in certain directions. 
The net increase in the value of the 
trade in 1869, over that of 1868, is 
287,274, in spite of an item of $509,114 
on the wrong side, for “decrease in 
the value of vessels sold.” The princi- 
pal articles uf import at Nagasaki, 
Jast year, were the necessaries of life— 
rice, peas, and cotton, the crops of 
which seem to have been as short in 
Kiusia as in Nippon, The quantity of 
cottons orted is notably small, 
34,000 pieces of Grey Shirtings only, 
nor do woollens or fancy goods seem 
to thrive, The subject of the importa- 
tion of machinery is one of great in- 
terest, As might be expected with so 
warlike a people as the Japanose, there 
isa constant demand for gan, cap and 
cartridge-making machinery, but ap- 
paratus for mining operations, for rice 
cleaning, and above all for printing are 
now required. As in our own country, 
soin Japan, the agricultural popalation 
are the last to adopt any improve- 
ments, They still prefer old ways and 
old processes, and are as loyal to the 
blunders of the past as ai English 
Tory. Mr. Aunesley is obliged to cou- 
fess: 

“Tam not aware that any agricultural 
machinery has as yet been imported at 
this port. The primitive implements of 
field labour aro used in tilling and culti- 
vating the land, and I fear that the native 
farmers of the present day are much tuo 
poor and too conservative to adopt and to 
purchase foreign agricultural implements, 
when asort of long spade, an old-fashioned 
plough, drawn by oxen, and a kind_of 
rake answer all their requirements, But 
it is otherwise with other descriptions of 
machinery, such as for mining, cloth weav- 
ing, sugar refining, &e, and those already 
mentioned ; those are’ yearly getting bet- 
ter known ‘and appreciated by the higher 
classes of Japanese, and extensive orders 
are given throngh local firms, and I am of 
opinion that the requirements of the Ja- 
panese in this way will continue to increase 
as_ they geadually find the advantages 
gained by developing the mining resources 
of their country, and-get to appreciate the 


saving of labour which machinery enables 
them to effect.” 


We turn to Mr. Eusden’s report, and 
We find a commendable brevity, as well 
asa noteworthy correctnéss of deduc- 
tion, In the maiu; accounts from Ha- 
kodate are satisfactory ; for, although 



























the port was held by the Tokagawa as 
late as the middle of lust June, and 
little or none of its regnlar business 
was transacted during the first half of 
the year, the total trade shows a very 
considerable increase upon that of 1868, 
‘The largest item among the imports is 
rice, which figures for $319,103; the 
largest among the exports is naturally 
seaweed, of which 60,531 picals, valued 
at $192,521, left the port. In the carry- 
ing trade there isa very satisfactory 
feature observable, viz., that the native 
merchants are chartering foreign sh 
to go up the coast and even down 
south. No less than 28 British ships 
liave been entered under Japanese 
charter, and 27 cleared, some few of 
which were under Japanese Govern- 
ment charter. With regard to the im- 
portant subject of mines, the Consal is 
unable to report very favourably. ‘The 
state of hostilities, in the vicinity of 
Twanai, has prevented the coal mine 
‘om being pushed on. A tramrond, 
however, is completed, ranning from 
the mine to the shore, a distance of 
between two and three miles; so that, 
next spring, coal may be expected to be 
procured there—a circumstance which 
will greatly interfere with the importa- 
tion of coal from other ports or counts 
for the use of the steamers visiting 
Hakodate. The two blots in the state 
of affairs at present, are Ist, the bad 
state of the roads ; 2nd, the lack of in 
terest shown by the governors in the 
condition of the governed. Mr. Eusdeu 
remar 

The fishing districts are to be distributed 
amongst the Daimios, who are to send np 
a certain number of their retainers to work 
thom, for which they are to supply stations 
or inns on the road, for Government tra- 
yellers and others ’ This is all very well 
in principle, but I fear it will not work 
well unless ‘they make roads. There are 
no roads in the Island 40° miles from 
Hakodate, but pathways formed by the 
pack horses, and when these become im- 
passable, from heavy rains, another track 
is followed. In some parts the ponies have 
to wade up to their bellies in mud, and yet 
good roads might be made, for there is 
plenty of granite all over Yezo. Another 
advantage to be derived from good roads 
would be, that in winter, if they adopted 
sleighs drawn by ponies, they could keep up 
communication with the most distant posts, 
for from November up to April no junks 
venture up the coast, and foreign shipping 
also keeps away from those uninviting 
shores. 

Another grand cause of little improve- 
ment up here is owing, in a great measure, 
to the officials being so constantly changed 
A Government Officer arrives who has 
never been here before, nay perhaps 
Yezo has never entered his brain, and 
when he begins to understand his dnty, 
and has learned from experience what is 
required up here, he is removed and never 
seen again. Whereas if a certain Depart- 
ment of officers were established at Yedo, 
some of whom to take office up here by 
turns, say for three years, they would 
thoroughly master their duties, and at 
head-quarters many an improvement might 
be discussed and matured, and when va- 
cancies occur let those be filled up from 
the corps. Then the officials wold take an 
interest in their calling, and not, as at pre- 
sent, sit shivering over their fire pans, not 
caring one straw whether things go on well 
or badly. 

Dwellersin Shanghai are slow to take 
| interest in Japanese affairs, and incline 















































| to regard Hakodate solely in the light 
‘ofa place supplying savoury cuts of | 





dried salmon, by which a relish is i 
patted to one’s cheese; and to think 
oftenest of Nagasaki in connection with 
beef and carios. Still Chiua and Japan 
are sister countries, and we do well to 
keep an eye on the signs of progress 
in the Land of the Rising San. 





‘YUNNAN. 


We left the French travellers on tho 
northern bank of the Yangtze, preparing 
to cross into Yunnan, and to enter the 
territory owning allegiance to the Ma- 
homedan ralers of Tali. Tho stream 
here was quiet and deep; and easily 
crossed by a large ferry-boat. The 
roads on the other side were worse, if 
possible, than before ; leading straight 
up the sides of steep mountains, and 
along the edges of stupendous pre- 
cipices, by tracks hardly practicable for 
agoat. And the horses had a knack of 
walking on the extreme edge, to get 
the benefit ofa smoother footing, which 
not lessen the excitement of the 
journey. The change from considera- 
ble heat, in the valley of the Yangtze, to 
extreme cold in the high land on which 
they were ow moving, was very trying; 
and the difficulty of getting supplies 
in a wild country, added to their hard- 
ships. Their first comfortable halt was 
at Chang-chow, where they found wea- 
cher-proof quarters, and a fairly entable 
repast. They even attempted to make 
some punch with the raw spirit of the 
country; but the only result was 
to persuade spectators, who were look- 
ing through chinks in the window, that 
they were engaged in trying some 
necromancy. Seeing a man with a long 
redbeard ladling mysterious ingredients 
into a basin, and playing with a flame 
which appeared to ran along the table, 
they bolted in terror; and the landlord 
forthwith commenced a serenade to 
propitinte such dreaded guests. The 
punch turned out too execrable to be 
drank. They were still within the 
borders of Szechuen, and M. de Carné 
remarks that the frontier districts of 
that province appear to profit by 
the disorder prevailing in Yunnan, 
At Hwei-li-chow, they found a city 
well fortified, and enjoying much 
commercial activity. Although it was 
ten days after the new year, the inhabi- 
tants were still holding high festival in 
its honor, and appeared delighted to 
exchange acrobats, conjarers, and 
illaminations, for the exhibition of veri- 
table live Europeans. ‘The former 
were left standing; and every man 
woman and child crowded after the 
new attraction, As we said before, 
they found, at Hwei-li-chow, an av- 
tive business being carried ou. It 
appears to be a transit depot, and to 
be built with a view to this object. 
‘The houses are vast mugazines, filled 
with copper, salt, cotton, and medici- 
nal plants. Entire streets are filled 
with manufacturers of harness, and other 
objects necessary for caravans. ‘Tho 
prefect does his best to choke this pros- 
perity, by imposing exorbitant taxe: 
and ‘has even succeeded iu stopping 
navigation on the river, by the excess 
of bis transit levies; but the persever- 
ing industry of the natives survives, 
notwithstanding. This official went 
through the usual form of trying to 
dissaade the travellers from their 
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* journey, by pictures of difficulty insur- 
‘mountable, and of danger inevitable ; 
bat finding them determined, gave 
them porters and an escort, who were 
evidently instructed to act in the dou- 
ble capacity of servants and of spies. 
The scenery at this part of their march 
was again very fine, magnificent hilly 
panoramas in’ the expanse; and the 
side of each Lill clothed with camelias, 
and rhododendrons of every variety of 
size and colour; les uns couverts 
de flenrs ronges qui se detachent, surle 
fond sombre du feuillage, avec tant de 
vigeur que l'oeil en est ébloui; les 
autres ayant des fleurettes touffues et 
blanches d’ane delicatesse exquise 
comme celle des azaleés. 

Dans les plaines, les fleurs piles du pa- 
vot, culture répandue sur d'immenses 
espaces, se balancent sur leur tige flexible 
et longue, charmant. Ia vue et imprégnant 
Pair d'une senteur violente qui monte au 
cerveau. Les animaux eux-mémes ne ré- 
sistent pas, dit-on, au vertige ; les abeilles, 
par exemple, butinent avec rage sur ces 
sirdnes végétales ; lorsque les pétales sont 
tombées et que Phomme a recueilli le poison 
pour Iui-méme, les abeilles, enivrées et 
Dlasées, dédaignent le suc des autres plantes 
et se laissent mourir d’inanition. Des rats 

nui avaient dlu domicile dans une bouillerie 
opium ont été trouves morts en grand 
nombre, peu de jours apres la cléture de 
cet établissement ; accoutumés & respirer 
les vapeurs exhalées des chaudiéres, ils 
ont ceasé de vivre dés qu’elles leur ont 
manqué. Les chevaux et les pores qui 
ont goaté aux perctss refusent toute autre 
nourriture, et dépérissent apres la récolte 
de Vopium, saisissante image des périlleux 
enivremens de la vie ! 

All this, however, was soon to change. 
At the village of Hompousso, they were 
at the limit of the territory subject to 
the Chinese Emperor; a few leagues far- 
ther on, war was raging between the two 
parties ; and it became of high impor- 
tance to know which of the several 
routes leading to the Mahomedan 
capital went throngh the least disturbed 
districts. Without interpreters, re- 
lying only on the slight knowledge of 
Chinese they had picked up since 
their arrival in China, the travellers 
were in no slight dilemma, when they 
heard of the existence, near them, of u 
Chinese catholic priest, a convert to 
the Szechuen missionaries, who warm- 
ly welcomed, and accompanied them to 
the village of Machan, where they map- 

d out their future route, Hitherto 
‘they had travelled on the north bank of 
the river, here called the Kin-sha; on 
crossing it they would be in Mussul- 
man territory. 

Their object was, now, to go as 
quickly as posible to the capital city, 
trusting that the Grand Mufti’s let- 
ter would gain for them permission 
to pursue their exploration of the 
Mekong. They determined to avoid 
the direct road, to escape danger of 
interference from soldiers or ollicials; 
and selected oue little used, and on 
which they could expect only poor 
supplies, but which offered them a 
prospect of reaching Tali unobserved. 

‘We will not risk wearying onr rea- 
ders with details of the journey; but 
will carry them at once to the first 
fortified city they reached, where they 
found another native priest, and learn- 
ed the existence, in the neighbourhood, 
of a French Missionary, who consented 
to accompany them, as interpreter, to 





the Court of the Sultan. Pere Legail 
cher had lived for fourteen years in 
this retreat, and gave the ‘travellers 
much information regarding the forma- 
tion of thenewkingdom. He hadavoided 
all relation with the new rulers, to 
whom he gave an unenviable charac- 
ter; and had lived almost ignored, in 
his’ quiet retreat omong the moun- 
tains, gathering round him a small 


number of converts, who regarded his | 


visit to the capital with the gravest 
apprehension. He himself was very 
doubtful of success; but was willing to 
risk much for the chance of getting 
an official recognition of his posi- 
tion, and of the existence of his Chris- 
tians. A few days journey brought 
them out from their bye-path, in- 
to the main road to Tali, A fort 
commanded this point, but they 
were received with honor, and allowed 
to pass safely. The Commandant, 
however, was not a Mahomedan, 
though holding office under the Ma- 
homedan Ruler. The following pas- 
sage will give some iden of the state to 
which civil war has reduced the coun- 
try in his neighbourhood. 

Ll est resté tolérant et donx comme un 
Chinois et s'est opposé souvent, sans rien 

dre de la confiance du sultan, aux vio- 





jences de ses soldats. Une bande de ces: 


querriers masulmans lui ayant fait deman- 
der un jour, dans un dessein facile 
prendre, de remplacer par des jeun 





{es hommes qui portaient leurs bagages, il | 
a 





fit saisir et garrotter les insolens, ordor 
qu’on les enduisit tout entiers de graisse 


de poreet leur dit : “Vous voulez abuser de | 





commencez par user de nos 
Malgré les efforts de ce per- 
sonnage, les villages sont détruits autour 
de Ia citadelle construite pour les protéser, 
et des monceaux de briques marquent 
seuls Pemplacement qu'ils oceupaient. Le 
soir venu, nous tronvons A grand’peine nne 
maison debout, triste résidence, obscure et 
inhabitée. Nous plagons nos chevaux dans 
Ia cour intérieure et nous nous couchon: 
pres d’eux sur les dalles, en redoublant di 
vigilance, Non loin de nous en effet, dans 




















patent un tribut annuel appelé en chinoi 
Ia rente des voleurs, moyennant quoi il 
sont assurés d’étre remboursts de la moitié 
de la valeur de ce qui pourrra Jeur étre 
enleré. Le cultivateur ne perd pas tout, 
iI reste encore aux brigands un bénétice 
honnéte, et tout le monde est satisfait: 


gulitre convention tacite, sorte de ca- 
ra respectée par le gouvernement ot 
acceptée de tous comme une servitude na- 
turelle pesant sur un certain rayon. 

What is bad, however, is all the 
work of man, Apart from the des- 
truction which has been wronght by 
war and oppression, the natural beau- 
ties of the country are extreme. In 
thefrontare the mountains of ‘Tali, their 
feet bathed by a magnificent Jake, while 
their snow-covered tops are lost in the 
clouds. Beneath them stretches an 
immense carpet of verdure, in the 
midst of which houses, built of red 
earth, glow in the warm sunshine. “ All 
around is colour, light, limpidity. If 
thelandscape is not of onethe most mag- 
nificent that it is possible to conceive, 
the fault lies with the natives, who 
have stripped the hills of the trees 
which should be their natural orna- 
ment.” And now the travellers are 
close to the redoubted city at which 
their fate will be decided. A fortress, 
resting at one side on the mountains, 

























aud at the other on the Jake, bars the 
road, a short distance from its walls; 
and they are constraiued to wait here, 
while instructions are asked from the 
Sultan, in regard to their disposal. 
These are received on the morrow, 
borne by a petty Mandarin, who is 
charged to escort the strangers to the 
city. They enter tho gates without 
obstacle, but surrounded by a continu- 
ally increasing crowd; xnd are short- 
ly met by a gorgeously dressed official 
who looks contemptuonsly on their 
wretched ponies, amd on their plain and 
worn-out clothes, but invites them to 
dismount and accompany him to the 
palace. Hardly have they complied, 
however, when they are assailed by a 
crowd which rushes out of the neigh- 
bouring streets, swaying round ‘and 
against them, and threatening to crush 
them in the press. Soldiers rush upon 
them from behind, and tear off their 
hats. The insult’ is resented, and a 
quarrel ensues, in which free play is 
made with the butt-ends of th 
kets, and the Annamite guards cnt down 
the most forward rioters with their 
sabres. Only then did tke Mandarin 
think it necessary to interpose, and 
conduct them to the residence allotted 
to them. They afterwards learned that 
this pleasing episode had been arranged 
by the express wish of the Sultan, who 
was looking on from the top of ‘the 
citadel, and who had conceived this 
j method of getting look at the stran- 
| gers’ faces, Messengers came shortly 
afterwards to apologise for the mis- 
adventure, and to offer an audience, 
and arrange the ceremoniul,. for the 
morrow. 

So far, matters looked fairly promis- 
ing ; but whether the travellers did not 
| succeed in explaining sufficiently clear- 

ly the scientific object of their journey, 

!or whether, as predicted by the Grand 
Mufti, the heads of Tali were too thick 
to comprehend it—the morrow found 
everything changed. A Mandarin camo 
fo announce that tho audience was 
put off, but that the Sultan requested 
to see father Legnileher alone and im- 
mediately. The latter returned after 
the absence of an hour, safe, bnt Inden 
with violent menaces, against himself 
‘ for having dared to introduce into Tali 
|foreigners who came to explore the 
| routes, and measure distances with the 
manifest design to conquer it ; and 
against the intraders, if they did not 
immediately decamp. “Tell these Eu- 
‘yopeans, (said the Sultan) that they 
i may take the district watered by the 
Mekong, from the sea to the borders of 
Yunnan; but that there they will be 
schecked. They might conquer China 
itself; but the Kingdom of “Pali would 
prove ‘an insurmountable barrier to 
j their ambition. Ihave already killed a 
number of strangers; aud these insolent 
| intruders who drew yesterday, under 
| my own eyes, the blood of one of my 
| soldiers, may expect a similar fate if 
they stay in my city. I spare them, 
! now, because they are recommended to 
ime bya man venerated by the Mus- 
| snlmans; but let them return when 
| they came ; and if they dare to explo 
| the river which drains the lake of Tali, 
" misfortune to you and to them !” 
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THE ASIATIC socteTY. 
‘Tas Debating Meetings, now held in con- 
nection with the North-China branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society, are be- 
coming important features in the 
social life of Shanghai. Ifa picture be 
“ the intermediate something between 
a thought aud a thing,” a pablic dis- 
cussion is “ the intermediate somethin; 
between an after dinner argument an 
a Lecture.” The former is a common 
occurrence in the settlement, and we 
shall not be wrong if we say that it is 
Yavely satisfactory. When men are 
filled with those ample substitutes for 
“old wine and fat venison” which an 
Aaglo-Chinese kitchen supplies, they 
are not always logical, aud they are 
very often sleepy ; therefore it happens 
that, if two energetic spirits are saffi- 
ciently full of the divine afflatas to 
resist the bondage of their grosser na- 
ture, and to argue well and clearly, the 
majority of the party are often sileut, 
drowsy, or engaged in @ cross con- 
versation, on a different topic from 
that which excites the disputants. 
‘There is also a lack of finish and pre- 
paration, about the remarks of the 
talkers at a dinner table, which is not 
80 perceptible at the meetings lately 
inaugurated. On these occasions, one 
man, at least, is well prepared and has 

» studied his subject. A thoughtful col- 
lection of notes is an admirable basis 
for debate; as Lord Bacon says: “the 
proceeding pon somewhat conceive 
in writing doth, for the most part, faci- 
litate dispatch ; for, though it should be 
wholly rejected, yet that negative is 
more preguant of direction than an in- 
definite, as ashes are more generative 
than dust.” Certainly, hitherto, the 
meetings at the Asiatic have been 
eminently suggestive of thought; and 
these gatherings seem to be likely to 
form a valuable supplement to the 
meetings of the Chamber of Commerco. 

The meeting on Monday, for the dis- 
cussion of the Convention, was not par- 
ticularly well attended ; but all the 
speakers had considered the document, 
‘aud gave the impression of realizing the 
weighty importance of the subject be- 
fore them. The gentleman who read 
the opening pap: has given much time 
and care to the matter on which he 
spoke ; aud, we couceive, every one who 
heard him must have been instructed, 
as well as interested, by the various ar- 
gumeuts alleged. Though Mr. Robert- 

vowedly favourable to Sir Ru- 

‘Alcock, he was still com- 
pelled to admit that the Minister was 
strangely misinformed as to the main 
points at issue ; for it seems that, in one 
of bis dispatches, our Representative 
stated that 3/10ths of the Customs du- 
ties, and 4/l0ths of the Transit Dues, 
were sent to Pekin, leaving the provin- 
cial authorities only the remaining 
6/10ths of the latter; whereas Mr. 
Robertson states, on good authority, 
that the whole of the Transit duties are 
applied to provincial purposes; and at 

. least 8/10ths of the Customs Dues are 
similarly applied. _I¢ is positively as- 
tounding, if Sir Rutherford Alcock, 
who is well known to be in constant 
communication with the Inspector- 
General, did not take the pains to 
" obtain. ‘accurate_ information on this 
head ; and no heavier blow could have 
been ‘dealt to the reputation of the 
































Minister, than is given him by his 
avowed eulogist. We have been told, 
until we are tired, on the authority of 
the great Swede, that the world is go- 
verned with very little wisdom ; bat we 
are surprised that any statesman should 
be so careless as not to inform himself’ 
on a point which lies at the root of the 
matter on which he was entering into 
an important negotiation. The other 
speaker, on what wo may venture to 
term the Ministerialside,—Mr. Hanbury, 
repeated a statement which has been 
made before, as to the lightness of the 
Chinese tariff; but he forgot to pay suf- 
cient attention to the fact that, though 
it is light in certain plnces, it may be 
raised capriciously, and that the legaliz~ 
ed duties do not represent the whole 
sums in which the natives are mulcted. 
A strong point was made by a read- 
ing of a despatch by Lord Claren- 
don, written some years ago, in which 
he advocated a policy different from that 
which isnow followed by the Cabinet; and 
anencomium on theenergyand vigour of 
Lord Palmerston is sure to obtain ap- 
plause. But, really, the question is not 
affected by dwelling on the variationsof 
individual opinion, or on the wisdom 
or unwisdom ofa statesman whose body 
is now in Westminster Abbey. The 
moral of the whole debate was obvious, 
and it is this: we waut accurate data. 
Mr. Robertson held his own, though 
on an unpopular side, because he had 
studied the subject, and was full of facts. 
We differ, however, from his views, and 
believe that a larger acquaintance with 
the working of the Chinese fiscal system 
may lead him to modify them. 

















OGR ROADS. 


‘The outside roads are always an interest- 
ing subject ; but especially so in hot wea- 
ther, when we rely on them for a change 
from the white streets and close atmos phere 
of the Settlement. It is interesting, then, 
to know that the Council are giving speedy 
effect to the resolution passed at the Rate- 
payers’ meeting, in favour of an outlet to- 
wards Woosung. The bad approach to 
this part of the Settlement, across the pre- 
sent bridge, has prevented the old road 
from being much used ; and the absence of 
traffic has probably encouraged the country 
people to make the encroachments they 
have made, on the roads and bridges. The 
erection of a new bridge, unembarrassed 
by tolls, will probably encourage people to 
seek a change from the stereotyped drive 
to the Bubbling Well ; and we may hope 
that the repairs now contemplated will 
stand. But we are now to have two outlets 
in this direction, instead of one. The 
first—the old road, which is to be repaired 
as far as the half-way village of Kong-wan; 
the second, a road along the bankof the river 
to the joss-house commonly known to for- 
cigners as Hell, but more classically called 
the Yang-tze-poo creek. The former pro- 
ject involves the entire reconstruction of 
four bridges, and the repairing of twelve, 
besides raising the road 1 foot, in parts, to 
prevent its being flooded by the tides. It is 
estimated that these works will cost about 
‘Tis, 2,500 ; and we do hope that successful 
means will, this time, be devised, of pre- 
‘venting the wilful damage which has brought 
all previous expenditure to naught, 


‘The most pleasant road of the two, how- 
ever, if it is properly made, and completed 
throughout its length, will be, unquestion- 
ably, the extension of the Broadway to 
‘Yang-tze-poo. Work on the upper portion of 
this road, from the S. S. N. to Gibb’s wharf, 
is delayed pending arrangement with the ad- 
joining land owners; but work was begun on 
the second portion, from Gibb’s wharf to the 
Yang-tze-poo, some days ago. About 120 
coolies are employed, and a foreign police- 
man has been delegated, to prevent inter- 
ference by the villagers. We should havepre- 
ferred to learn that so clear an understanding 
had been come to, withthelatter, that there 
was no danger of interruption. We should 
also have been glad to know that another 
point had been differently decided. We 
notice that the road is being made only 20 
feet wide ; and we do think that this is 
unwise economy. The maxim that ‘what 
is worth doing at all, ie worth doing well,” 
is a good one, within reasonable limits. In 
the present case, “well” would mean a 
sufficient space for two traps to pass cach 
other, without danger of falling over the 
sides of the embankment, China ponies 
can’t be made to too a line; and we think 
25 feet would be the narrowest safe limit. 
A. bridge of 90 feet span is involved in the 
extension of the road over the Yang-tze-poo, 
whenever that is decided on ; and the cost 
of such a structure will probably delay fur- 
ther extension for some time. The present 
work,—to the Yangtze-poo, is estimated to 
cost Tis. 2000. 





Outports, 





NINGRO. 


We mentioned some days ago that, as he 
could not get a gunboat from the Shanghai 
‘Arsenal, the Ningpo Taotai had chartered 
the steamer Feuella for a cruise against the 
Pirates, who had lately given, signs of in- 
convenient activity. he left Chinhai 
with 120 men of the Anglo-Chinese corps, 
on the 16th instant, and returned thi- 
ther, after a fortnight’s cruise among the 
Chusan group, on the 30th ultimo. “They 
only succeeded in unearthing one nest, 
near the Rafile Islands ; and were agreeably 
surprised to have the countenance of one of 
the Shanghai Taotai’s gunboats, on the 
occasion. H. E. really did muster energy 
to divert one of these vessels from their 
usual ornamental occupation; and she 
joined company in the nick of time. In- 
formation had been received that there were 
a number of pirates at a small bay near at 
hand; so the men were landed at the op- 
posite side of the island, while the gunboat 
went round to the east side, to prevent 
their escape by water. Colonel Cooke’s de- 
tachment reached the ridge looking down 
‘on the pirate village, just as the steamers 
boats made their appearance in front ;-and 
the occupants made an immediate bolt for 
‘the hills. Only one man who had been 
smoking opium, and was less active in 
starting than the rest, was caught in the 
village, but he turned out to be one of the 
head-men. A general chase ensued after 
the others, and several were caught. A 
number of jingals, old muskets, pistols, 
and some ammunition were found in the 
village and on the beach; and half a dozen 
oats were annexed. The people on the 
island say that there were about sixty 
pirates in the village at the time of attack ; 
and twelve had left in their best boat, di- 
rectly the steamer appeared. It was of 





course impossible to prevent this, as there 
wereso many little bays that they could sail 
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away from, unseen. After lying there two 

days, hunting after the escaped pirates, a 
message was received from the Taotai order- 
ingthe Fenellaback to Ningpo, ashe was mak- 
ing arrangements to charter the Paoushun for 
the remainder of the cruise. The order 
was received without regret, as the Fenella 
was not found at all a suitable boat. She 
is slow, rolls badly in any sea, and had 
yery little accomodation for the men. It 
is likely that the expedition will start 
again shortly, in the Paoushun, to. explore 
the islands round about Chipoo, Wanchow, 
and down the coast even as far as Foo: 
chow. 








FOOCKOW. 

‘The weather this spring has been much 
more favorable for farming pursuits than 
that of last spring, We have had much 
less water, though sufticient for agricultural 
interests. ’ Last spring, there were several 
very severe and disastrous freshets, while 
as yet we have had none. As usual at this 
season, of the year, just before the opening 
of the tea market, ‘there is a great influx 
cf tea agents and tea inspectors ; and most 
of the tea merchants who have been awa 
in the ports of China, or in old England, 
have returned; all eager for news about 
the prospect of teas. The market is not 
opened as, but parcels anid to be arrv- 
ing daily.” The following ships are waiting 

fhe steamer Achilles” via Suez 
“Thermopylae,”  Wind- 
hover,” ‘ Everest,” “Falcon,” and  Wy- 
Jo.” Tho latter arrived yesterday, from 
London direct, 97 days from pilot to pilot. 
The “ Thermopylw” is expected to be the 
first ship away? 

For several days, at the Tea-Pavilion, half 
way between the foreign settlement and the 
city, a man has been standing in a wooden 
‘age, where he will stand till death inter- 
yenes, His crime is kidnapping children, 
aud his age about 20. Last Saturday ¥.x.. 
I. passed the place, and a great crow 
of idlers were standing around, gazing and 
Taughing at him, He was putin the cage the 
previous day. A seat had been arranged 
‘on which he was sitting, his head protrud- 
ing above the top of thecage. His yes 
were shut, and he was nearly motionless, 
a if asletp, if sleep were possible in auch 
circumstances. Early on Monday morning, 
T passed again ; his seat, which was staple 
‘a small piece of board extending from one 
tide of the cago to tho othr, and kept in 
‘position by cleats, nailed under each end 
to the sides of the cage, had been removed. 
‘The wretch was standing on tiptoe, with his 
ankles chained together by a short iron 
chain, and his hands tied behind hi 
Some one had put into the cage afew brok 
en bricks, At times he would try, by 
standing on the tiptoes of one foot, to ar- 
range some of these pieces together, by 
using the tocs of the other foot, so that by 
standing on them he might ease himself a 
Titties But he made poor work of it 
as he could not see the pieces, and had 
to labor by the sense of touch only. Before 
G o'clock, a considerable crowd had already 
collected abont him. His sufferings anust 
nave been great, having already been there 
60 and more hows. He would occasionally 
groan, while endeavouring to heap together 
thvoor three pieces of brick so that he could 
ease a litte the pressure which ‘was upon 
his neck or toes; for without anything 
higher than the bottom of the cage on 
which to stand, he was obliged toremain on 
tiptoe or hang by his neck. A man was 
similarly exposed the preceding week, at 
the same place, who was a notorious and 
incorrigible thief, and he lived six days in 
the cage. : 

‘The Hornet” sailed for Tamsui on the 
2rd instant. A site has been purchased 
on Mamoi Point, near the dock aad Chinese 
Arsenal, for the erection of new British 
vice-Consularpremises. The Customs’ em- 
ployes have hauled down the flag on board 
the “ Spartan,” and it is now displayed on 
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the opposite side of the river, at the new 
Customs’ buildings, where they have their 
future quarters. ‘The “Dragon Feast” 
takes place on the 30th instant; on which 
grand day in the Chinese kalendar, a new 
gunboat will be launched at the Arsenal, 
and preparationsare making for a grand 
display. 
‘May 25th, 1870, 





YOKOHAMA. 


It is gratifying to learn that the railway 

rocks axe belag’ pushed vapidly. forwent, 
in Japan, ‘The section from Yedo to Yo- 
Kohama is being commenced at-both ends 
simultaneously, and the site for the sta- 
tion, in the capital, is being levelled. ‘The 
guage is to be 3 feet G inches, The line is 
to be ‘carried along the shore embank- 
ment in the direction “of Kanagawa, thus 
avoiding the first hill, and will proceed by 
a bold sweep round Kanagawa Bay, ona 
prolongation ofthe same embankmentabout 
three chains in width, thus affording space 
for a wide carriage drive facing the sea, and 
for valuable building plota, by the sale of 
which the Government will recoup itself, 
in part at least, for some of the extra out 
lay which this ‘section of the line will in- 
volve. At Kanagawa it will cross, at a 
comparatively low level, through a gap in 
the range of hills at the back of the town, 
and from thence the ground will be fairly 
easy until reaching Yedo. ‘The line crosses 
the Tokaido (the grand trunk road of the 
Empire) twice ; once at Kanagawa, and 
once just below the British Legation at 
Yedo.” Another striking proof of the 
progress which foreign ideas are making ; 
imung the Japanese, ise review lately held 
by the Mikado, at Yedo. Until within 
the last few years, the Mikado has been a 
pure myth—confined strictly to his palace, 
tnd never heard of, much leas soen, by th 

outside world. Now he has intervi 
with foreign ministers ; is taking an active 
part in the Government of the country ; 
and, on the occasion in question, first show= 
ed himself openly to his subjects.“ Thon- 
sands of people, says the Japan Mail, thus 
save their Sovereign face to face, and this is 
the more remarkable, as not only many of 
the lower classes, but a number of high ofl 
cials of the two-sworded class were thus 
permitted to gaze upon the Son or HEa- 
VEN” together, for the first time. Such an 
‘occurrence testifies to the enlightened views 
of the present Government more than any 
number of words or arguments. ‘The Mi- 
kado was on horseback, and attended, as 
we have been informed, by a guard of Tosa 
Lancers. Among the Regiments reviewed 
were those belonging to the following élans, 
Satsuma, Choshiu, Hizen, Tosa, Tayas, 
Htotsubashi. ‘The political and Historical 
significancy of this fact will be estimated 
differently, as readers are more or less ac- 
quainted with the causes which produce 
and affect the advance of nations, and have 
studied the disappearance or growth of 
idens or customs among them, But it can- 
not be doubted that this public appearance 
of the Mikado is an event foreshadowing a 
change in the national mind of Japan, the 
importance of which it is impossible to 
overrate.”” 




















Public Mecting. 





‘THE SHANGHAI CLUB, 


A meeting of members of the Shanghai 
Club was held in the Club, , on the 27th 
ultimo—R. T. Rennie Esq., in the chair. 
From the interest felt in at least one of the 
points'to.be brought up, in connection with 
the passing of the new rules, there was.a 
very large attendance. 


object for which they had met was to correct, 
alfer,'add to and pass the rules framed for 
the future management of the Club. ‘The 





Committee had, in preparing these rules, in 


‘The Cuarnaan said he believed the sole | 





great measure adopted those previonsly 
sed, making some alterations which, how- 
ever, werenot very numerous. They might 
be summed up in four points—first, the 
abolition of the distinction between ‘resi- 
dent and non-resident _members; also the 
rule regarding the constitution of the Com- 
mittee, who formerly were required to be 
shareholders as well as members. Perhaps 
the most important which had been made 
was that with regard to the collection of 
accounts, and the penalties impored in cases 
of default. Under the old rule, it was estub- 
lished that when a member was a fort- 
night or three weeks in arrear, he became 
a defaulter, and within another week 
ceased to be » member. Taking such & 
rule up and enforcing it rigidly, he would 
leave them to say how many even of those 
present would have been thrown out by it. 
‘The first part of this rule still remained the 
same; but with the alteration in regard 
to the portion he had noticed, its effect now 
was, instead of causing their names to be 
at once erased from the list of members, to 
allow them to pay up, and continue to’ be 
members, rathor than being left out in the 
cold. One rule, which the majority of the 
Committee considered to be useless and in- 
advisable, had been altogether omitted; 
which rule, he need hardly state, for, by 
the publicity that had been given to it, 
they well_knew which it was. The Com 
mittee had been of opinion that retaining 
it was inadvisable, but another view might 
be taken by the meeting. ‘They had avery 
full meeting, and anything which the mem- 
bers wished ‘rectified thé Committee would 
of course attend to, As the weather was 
warm, and many of them had other en- 
gagentents toseeafter, he hoped they would 
nof prolong discussion wnnecessarily, 

Mz. Punpox roforred to the rale, which 
said that “rules should be discussed at a 
general meeting ;” and in this connection 
suggested that proxies should be done 

way with, ‘Those members who were not 
in Shanghai did not fool particularly. in- 
terested in the details of manayeinent, 
which occasionally fell to be adjusted, while 
those resident, if they felt interested, could 
record their votes themselves. His ‘object 
was to propose the insertion of a rule simi 
lar to rule 50 of the old code, As discus- 
sion was deprecated, he would merely 
propose :—that a rule similar to No. 50 
of the former rules—‘‘that ‘no play of 
any kind shall be allowed on Sundays ”— 
be inserted in the new rules, 

Mr. Jenticoe seconded the proposal, 

Mr. Porter asked if the meeting was 
prepared to accept proxies. 

‘The Cnareatax said, at the moment th 
were only three of these put in, but hith 
to he believed it had been usual, without 
any special rule, to receive them. 

Mr. Porter begged to be allowed to 
take the sense of the meeting on this point, 
and he therefore moved that proxies be 
not allowed at the present meeting. 

Mr. Courrs seconded ; and, ona show 
of hands, the motion was carried, 

Mr. Jextcox proposed, and Mr. Lirrur 
seconded, that no proxy’ vote should be 
taken on'any occasion. 

‘This was also carried. 

Mr. Ponpox observed that by the old 
rulesa visitors’ book waskept, andhe thought 
this should not have been omitted’ in the 
new. He proposed that the omission 
should be rectified. 

This was accepted in the form of an open 
recommendation to the Committee, 

‘The Cuarnwan then said it simply re- 
mained for the meeting to say whether 
they would’pass the rules, with the amend- 
ments which had been proposed ; and he 
proceeded to take the vote on the :first 
motion—Mr. Purdon’s. After. a’ show-of 
hands, which did not tell clearly how the 
meeting. was: inclined, the Chairman -re- 
quested that ayes take the right of the room, 
and noes the left. ‘This having been done, 
‘large majority was found to be in’ favour 
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of any kind 


of the resolution that ‘no play 
‘the Club on Sun- 


should be permitted in 
days.” 
‘Tho rules were then passed. 
Mr. JosrrH Tuorxz moved a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, and the meeting 
beparated. 





‘THE ASIATIC SOCIETY. 


Ara mecting of the Asiatic Society held on 
the 16th ultimo, Mr. Michie, Vi ident, 
in the chair, Mr. J. Barr Robertson read the 
Tollowing paper on 'The Convention of Peking : 

“In commencing to consider the stipulations 
contained in the Convention of Peking, there 
are certain preliminary points that demand at- 
tention, before we enter upon the merits of the 
case. It has been frequently remarked of late, 
that now for the first time we are negotiating 








& Treaty with the Chinese Government on 
torms of equality, and in a time of profound 
ace ‘The Treaty of Tientsin o} up the 


forth of China, and the lower Yangtse, to for- 
eign commerce, and thus gave us access to all 
the more important commercial cities on the 
seaboard, and to 600 miles of the great artery 
of the empire. Fortunate was it, both for for- 
cigners and Chinese, that the events at Canton, 
in 1856, raised inthe minds of the British and 
French Goveruments, the question of the neces- 
Bity_ of dealing with the Central Government at 
Peking, and of still further opening the empire 
to foreign enterprize. It is not too much to say, 
that ten years later, the Treaty of Tientsin in 
its entirety would have been an impossibility ; 
not but what the Chineso authorities could 
hhave heen compelled to yield all that it con- 
tains; but that the British Government, 
yielding to the democratic impulse that 
has, in the interval, passed over Europe 
and America, would have hesitated to im- 
pose all the conditions to which the CI 
nese Government then submitted. With 
this change in the general policy of the 
Home Government, I have no fault to find ; 
although, in one or two points of Lord Claren- 
don’s instructions to British Officials in China, 
‘the misrepresentations of which he has per- 
mitted himself to become the victim, have led 
into erroneous applications of the liberal 
policy which he pretends to follow. Fuller 
information will, doubtless, cause the Govern- 
ment to abandon the false ideas that they 
have beon led to entertain ; and they will see 
the necessity of issuing such instructions as 
will provide for cases which may arise at any 
moment, and which the present instructions 
‘seem entirely to ignore. 

With the “Treaty of Tientsin, then, the era 
of extorting concessions by force of arms has 
closed, and it is fortunate that all the more 
important concessions were obtained before 
the change in the views of British statesmen. 
The remai 
possess may well be left to the judicious pres- 
Ture of the foreign tinistors, and to the force 
of external circumstances, which begin to 
count for something even in Chit 

Be that as it may, however, there are two 
important, considerations to be kept in view, 
namely, that the British Government are pre- 
pared to respect the wishes and prejudices of 
the Chinese authorities, and that they are un- 
ity of acceptin 
an the most moderate concessions. On 
the one hand we have to contend against the 
jealousy and obstructiveness of Chinese offi- 
tials ; while, on the other hand, we have to 
deal with the sincere scruples of our own 
Government. With the former, it is to be 
feared that foreigners will always have to be 
more or less in open conflict ; while, in the 
ease of the latter, there is no reason to be- 
lieve that they will refuse tobe enlightened, 
on points where their misconceptions are capa- 
De of being demonstrated. 

‘The field of ‘Treaty revision is, therefore, 
prsetically limited by two conditions, namely, 

the extent of the concessions which the 
Chinese are likely to yield, and by the limits 
within which the British Government are will- 
ing to aecopt any further extension of Treaty 
rights, that may be obtainable by their repre- 
sentative, itever the Chinese are deter- 
minied to resist, or the British Government are 
disinclined to accept, may be left entirely out 
of consideration, The ‘questions on walsh 

owers are ‘to negotiate are, alone, 
the fit subjects for a treaty ; and, however im: 
portant other questions may be, even for the 
interests of the Chinese themselves, it is un- 














































ng privileges that we desire to | p* 


necessary to discuss them in connection with 
atreaty from which they are expressly ex- 
cluded. It is perfectly competent for us to 
use all our endeavours to enlighten the British 
Government, or the Chinese officials, but 
they are the judges of what shall form the 
basis for negotiation. 

‘This may seem to be according to the Chi- 
nese Government, such a liberty of choice, a8, 
owing to the incapacity of her rulers, we have 
always hitherto felt bound to refuse to China. 
If the British Government choose to accord to 
‘the Chinese authorities such unaccustomed 
latitude, we can only offer a barren protest in 
the event of our proving that injury must 
inevitably follow; but we must be perfectly 
certain of our position. And here I would 
draw a distinction that, in my opinion, is fund. 
amental in considering the policy to be pursued 
in China. The Treaty of Tientsin provides 
for two distinct objects : first, for security of 
life and property ; and, secondly, for certain 
trading privileges, and a certain tarift of duties 
&c., to be charged. Now, it is in respect of 
the’ first of these two objects that China 
differs from, every civilized country. The 
security of life and property, to which the 
Chinese are accustomed, falls'so far short of 
the Western standard, that we have been un- 
able to accept it; and, therefore, the Trea 
Powers have been compelled to reserve 
jurisdiction over their nationals and their 

perty. | This. special jurisdiction, un- 
Exgwa amongst civilized nations, is indispen- 
sable here ; and it is because it is indispensa- 
ble, that ‘the British Government cannot 
Jeave anythin, ing to the security of 
the lives of British residents to the discre- 
tion of the Chineseofficials. Notwithstanding 
all the beneficent intentions of our Govern: 
ment, they cannot prevent emergencies fro 
arising in which, not the “‘inovitable gunboat” 
will be taken undue advantage of, but in which 
the British executive, represented by men-of- 
war, will be under the unhappy necessity of 
extending to its citizens the armed protection 
which, when needed, they have aright to ex- 
pect. ‘In respect of this provision for neces- 
sary protection, Lord jon's published 
instructions do not, in my opinion, meet the 
wants of the ease ;'and_on this pliase of our 
‘Treaty relations there is room for a firm re- 
monstrance. 

But, turning now to the second object of 
the Treaty, namely, that of trading privileges 
and tariff of duties,’ we find ourselves dealing 
under very different conditions. In these mat- 
ters China stands more nearly on an equality 
with foreign countries ; and we have, by the 
‘Treaty of ‘Tientsin, established such’ extend- 
ed relations as to trading, that, for the future, 
our commerceis emancipated, in great measure, 
from the special foreign jurisdiction under 
which ourlives and property are still placed, 
and all changes must be brought about by 
eaceful negotiation. On this question of 
trading privileges, and tariff also, the Treaty 
Powers do not all stand on the same footing. 
Great Britain represents the principle of free 
trade for itself, and of protection for its 
colonies ; the United States represent the 

rinciple of protection in a very exaggerated 
Form ; France, Germany, and Spain fellow in 
amilder strain ; and Russia represents the 
exclusive political economy of the last century. 
While they are perfectly unanimous as to the 
protection of life rty; on the 

juestion of trading privileges and duties 
there is such diversity of practice amongst 
them, that it is difficult for them to adopt, 
consistently, an enlightened basis of common 
action. It’ is clear that the United States 
cannot, on economical offer any 
serious objections to the Tarif, ‘the Transit 
Dues, or what are called the illegal exactions 
in the interior; because every one knows 
that in the most extreme cases of fiscal bur- 
dens, on goods passing intothe most distant pro- 
vinces, the accumnlated exactions do not ap- 
proach the amount levied on similar goodsunder 
thetariff of the United States. ‘Then, with du- 
ties levied on British manufactures entering 
Canada, amounting to about 25 per centad ra- 
lorem, itis indeed difficult, for the BritishGov- 
ernment consistently to come beforetheChinese 
authorities and insist upon theeconomical errors 
of high tariffs. It is impossible to deny that, 
here, we confront a problem by no means easy 
of solution. If we the entire ques- 
tion of trading privileges and tariffs, a I think 
we are entitled to do, from the traditional 
jurisdiction which has always been and is 




















jurisdiction 
still reserved in favour of Consuls, in the case 





of the lives of British citizens, the question 
then becomes one of greater simplicity. The 
duties levied in the United States and Canada, 
on Britishmanufactures, are differential duties, 
in favour of American and Canadian goods ; 
and, therefore, the imposition of differential 
duties is one of the funetions of enlightened 
Governments, Tt naturally follows that if the 
Chinese resort to differential duties, our claim 
to interfere with any such arrangement, on the 
ground that the practice is too barbarous for us 
to tolerate, can scarcely be maintained. More- 
over,no one has clearly established that the 
Chinese authorities have, at least of late years, 
levied at the inland barriers any tax on foreign 
goodstowhich native goods are notalao subject 

that, leaving out of consideration the 5 per 
cent levied at the open ports, the taxes on 
foreign goods are precisely the same as those 
on native goods, 

‘Thisdangerof differential duties being exact- 
ed wasthe oneagainst which Lord Elgin intend- 
gato guard, by stipulating for the payment of 
‘Transit Dues on a basis of 24 per cent ad va- 
lorem. But now that we are satisfied of the 
absence of any differential element, the ques- 
tion arises whethor we have any right or rea- 
son on our side in not conforming to the 
taxes current throughout the Empire, and es- 
pecially so, if thee taxesare moderate. A fur- 
ther question also suggests itself{—can we, with 
any show of reason, endeavour to impose upon 
the Chinese a tarilf which is differential in 
favour of foreign goods as compared with the 
known burdens on native products. ‘These 
questions are in my opinion, fundamental, and 
it is perfectly evident that we cannot delay 
much longer in defining the grounds on whic 
our policy is based. 

If China were not the altogether 
and indifferent Power which the Chinese Mis- 
sion did not represent it to be, it might, with 
perfect fairness, claim of the British Govern- 
ment the benefit of the favoured nation clause, 
and ask to have the tariff remodelled on the 
basis of that of the United States. Wo can- 
not conceal from ourselves that nothing but 
the unexampled inertness of the Chinese Go- 
vernment stands inthe way of their dicta- 
ting the terms of a much higher tariff than 
the existing one ; and, as the Chinese are by 
jind the’ age in the amount of 
levies, we would have extreme difficulty 
in offering a satisfactory vindication of any at- 
tempt we might make to interfere with what- 
ever tariff they were determined to institute. 
I must explain, however, that while I admit 
that the Peking Government might justly pro- 
pose cay reasonable tari, without the British 

‘overnnent taking exception to it, Tat the 
same time do not overlook the fact’ that the 
Foreign Ministers can do much to support or 
to defeat any proposal that the Chinese may 
make, and that the authority of the Central 
Government being weak in the provinces, it 
is competent for the British Government to 
keep a strict watch on the treatment, by pro- 
yincial officers, of exports or imports’ pertain 
ing to the foreign trade, and to take what 
steps may be deemed expedient and adequate 
by the Minister, in conjunction with the Pe- 
‘king Government, to cause the local officials 
toconform tothe Treaty. The high officers 
of the Chinese Government who arranged the 
‘Treaty of Tientsin, and afterwards revised the 
‘Tariff at Shanghai, repeatedly asserted, a8 may 
be seen in the Blue Books, that the Treaty was 
extorted under military ‘pressure, * and this 
has been alleged as a reason of the non-fulfil- 
‘ment of some of its provisions. As to how 
far it may have been sufficient reason it is 
happily unnecessary for me to inquire, ay I 
am now entering on the consideration ‘of a 
Convention which has not been extorted un- 
der military pressure, but which is the deli- 
berate and unconstrained offer of the Chinese 
Government. 

It is highly probable that I attach more im- 
portance to the fact of the Convention being 
Yoluntary on the part of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, than most of those now present. Few 
things seem to me more desirable, in China, 
than that we should co-operate with the Pe- 
king Government as far as it i possible to do 
80; and that our policy should be that of ba- 
‘sing our relations with China on as broad a 
foundation, of independent action for the Chi- 
nese, and ‘of deference for their reasonable 
wishes, as may seem compatible with the 

‘Weapons of war were constraining, there was a 
state of crackling fire and of rushing water,—Corres, of 
Lond Elgin. p. 408, 
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maintenance of our exceptional position in | tile fabrics or other products. It issufficient for 
per! 


this empire, It would, perhaps, be difficult to 

+ determine, with any exactness, the limit at 
which reasonable wishes may end, and unrea- 
sonable ‘wishes begin ; but, fortunately, on the 
present occasion Iam relieved from any such 
necessity by the fact that the Convention of 
Peking is before me, and I'am only concerned 
in endeavouring to prove that this Conven- 
tion is a reasonable proposal on the part of the 
Chinese Government, and one which, with one 
or two minor alterations, I trast will be accep- 
ted by the Treaty Powers. It is not all we 
want, but it contains too much that we do 
‘want for us to reject it. 

‘The stipulation in the Treaty of Tientsin, 
under which this or any other revision can 
take place, only provides for revision of the 
‘Tariff and the commercial articles contained in 


















that Treaty. It is clear, therefore, that our 
tive claim to an extension of privileges is 
confined within 


narrow limits ; and, m the 
present and probable future temper of the Bri- 
tishGovernment, we have little reason to 

that they- will ‘put forward any very marked 
pretensions to fresh concessions. However, to 
pass to the main features of the Convention, 
the case may be summarized thus :—in return 
for an increased duty on opium and on sill, 
‘the Chinese Government undertake to permit 
all foreign imports (opium excepted) to pass 
freely into the nine Treaty-port provinces 
‘without any restriction or exaction whatever, 
and into the other provinces (excepting Man- 
churia) under Transit passes to be granted, 
without charge, on posment, at the port of 
cntry, of full Tn ty as ‘at present, and 
half Import Duty in lieu of all Transit duties. 
Chinese produce intended for foreign export, is 
to be brought from the interior and shipped 
without other charge than tariff duty and a 
half. So that the predominant stipulations of 
‘the Convention are increased duty on opium 
and silk, against a fixed charge on the foreign 
trade of'the tariff duty and a half, 

‘The duty on opium is to be raised from Tis. 
30 to Tis. 50 per picul, and is to remain under 
its present exceptional conditions as to transit. 
‘The number of houses interested in the opium 
grade iso small that, anywhere out of China, 
it would scarcely be credited, especially as th 
impression has gone abroad, that it is the prin. 
cipal business in which merchants here are in- 
terested. ‘These few have, however, naturall 
objected to the additional duty ; although 
think I am correct in saying that by far the 
niajority of the mercantile community have no 
exception whatever to take to it. It is ianpos 
sible to object to it on economical nds, 
cause the Indian Government derive from the 
‘opium exported about Tle. 900 per chest, and, 
therefore, it is laid down at the ports of China 
‘at an enormous advance upon its cost of pro- 
duction ; and the question in reality is, whether 
is the Indian or the Chinese Government to 
get the benefit of the immense difference in 
Price, between the cost of production and the 
rate at which it sells in the markets of China, 
panels, intaxes alone, about Ts, 230 per picul? 
India finds the producers and the drug, China 
finds the enpsumers; ought India to have large 
duties or China, or ought they to share them 
equally? At present, China is content to allow 
India to have Tis. 200 of the spoil ; and, in or- 
der that this sum may not suffer any diminu- 
tion by competition, the Chinese Government 
are sufficiently accommodating, as we learn 
from the Chamber of Commerce delegates’ re- 
port on the trade of the Upper Yangtse, as to 
impose duties on the native grown opium, 
passing from Sze-chuen to Shanghai, to the 
‘extent of nearly Tis. 150 per picul.* This 
Poliey is similar in principle to that which 
would be exemplified by Canada, if, instead of 
taxing British manufactures 25 per cent, it was 
to impose on the Canadian manufactures a tax 
of 25 per cent, so that Great Britain could 
levy au export tax on British goods for Canada 
‘of 50 per cent, and still compete in the Cana- 
dian market on as favourable terms as it can 
nt present. “It may be laid down as a rule, 
that exporting countries impose no duties on 
exports, except where an absolute monopoly 
exists. "Tt is regarded as enough that the ex- 
porting country should acquire the wealth ob- 
{ained in exchange for its raw material, or for 
the labour employed in manufacturing its tex- 
‘between Serchuen and Shanghai 


‘sind as charges of transport, &e, 
Hegaten consider tht this iocreas” 













































increase i 
Te 160 pore 
‘Price ‘must consist mostly of taxation. There are 
Tlonerer otlter elements that might enter into the 
roweo, eopecinily whien the probability of suuggling is 
‘aken ino wocoiint, 











the United States that it obtains a fair price 
for its raw cotton, for Great Britain that it re- 
ceives full value’ for the labour expended in 
manufacturing cotton goods ; and, thus, Ameri- 
ca and Great Britain unitein delivering, at the 
Ports of China, cotton goods without any taxes 
whatever ent ito the cost. Is it not 
enough under ‘circumstances that India 
should be content with the profit, to the pro- 
ducers of opium, to be derived from receiving 
its cost of production, without any taxes what- 
ever superadded. Whether it is or not, we can 
scarcely object to the Chinese authorities levy- 
ing Tis. 50, when the Indian Government levy 
Tis, 200, both of which the Chinese consumer 


will have to pay. 
Besides, opium belongs to the category of 
ich, in the West, are regarded as the 








articles wl 
fittest subjects for taxation ; and, indeed, from 
which it is deemed expedient to raise the 
largest amount of revenue, consistently with 
not offering too great temptations to smugeli 
On this therefore, it is an article 
that is best left to be dealt with by the Chi- 
nese authorities ; and, in this opinion, all but 
a very few of our community fully’ concur. 
If the addition of Tis. 20 per picul to the 
sent Import Duty, shall eventually be obtained 
at the the Indian Government, it 
is in reahty no concern of ours, as the ques- 
tion before us is not the conservation of the 
Indian revenue, but the satisfaction of the 
legitimate demands of the Chinese authorities. 
‘There is one further consideration regard- 
ing opium to which I may here refer. In 
correspondence relating to Lord Elgin's 
Missions to China and Japan, ( 401), 
the Report onthe ‘Tariff, by’ Messrs. Ol 
phant and Wade, contains the following 
sentence :—‘ They [the Chinese Commis- 
ioners] would have the rate now fixed (for 

















Opium} guaranteed in perpetuity ; which 
being objected to, they proposed that in an; 
future evision of the "Tarif, the. revision 





of the opium duties should be special, China 
consenting never to raise it above’ 10 per 
cent upon value.” This is recorded without 
further comment, and I only refer to it to 
show fiat the probability ofa higher Snpart 

lut iy on opium, was in the 
finds of thone tho fixed the Tarif I do not 
adduce it as conclusive of any right on the 
part of the Chinese, but to indicate that there 
‘was a reservation on the point. 

Te will, doubtless, be argued that the British 
Minister’ was not entitled to stipulate for the 
payment of a higher Linport duty, without 
‘coming to some sstisiactory ‘arrangement on 

1 question of the barrier duties, to be levied 
in transit. I can see no n reason 
which imposed upon Sir Rutherford Alcock 
any such cours, and as the question of the 
inland taxation ‘of opium had been specially 
reserved to the Chinese authorities ; and as 
they are still unwilling to place this article 
under the transit pass system, I am content 
that it should be so. Whether the ition 
of the internal taxation would be beneficial 
to the foreign trade, or otherwise, is quite im- 
material, #0 long as the Chinese stand upon 
Fighta which we fave already expressly reecry- 

to them by Treaty, and refuse to open up 
the question. Opium is, in short, one of those 
articles which ought to lhe subjected to the 
highest taxation that it can bear, and China 

do well to extract from it the maximum 
To sun the ints bearin; the 
rosum up the ‘on the propos- 
ed addition of is. 20 to the Lmmport duty on 
opium. There is, in reality, no economical 
gestion whatever involved in the inereve, 
ye actual issue being in what proportions the 
Indian and Chinese Goveraments will share 
the enormous taxation that is intercepted 
between the place of production and the place 
of consumption. The Chinese impose large 
duties on native opium, this raising the value 
of the article to a price that enables it to bear 
the excessive Indian taxation, by this means 
benefitting the Indian Exchequer at the ex- 
pense of their own. Further, opium belongs 
to that class of articles from ‘which nearly all 
ivilized nations raise the largest possible 
1¢, and is thus one of the very best sub- 
jects for excessive taxation. Lastly, as the 
Chinese insist on Tle. 50 of Import duty, and 
reserve to themselv's the power, which we 
‘uow is limited, of taxing it in the interior to 
any extent they please, there is no legitimate 
ground on which we can object. 

‘The next point to he considered is that of the 

proposed increase in the silk duty, namely 














from Ts. 10 to Tis. 20. This is objected to 
because China silk has to compete with Eu- 
ropean silk, andan addition to the export duty 
must place the former, by so much, at a disad- 
Horm pled the Euro market. It is de- 
fended on the ground that the tariff of the 
‘Treaty of Tientsin was negotiated on a basis 
of 5 per cent. ad valorem, that Tis. 20 docs 
not quite amount to 5 per’ cent., aud that if 
the present revision is coincident with an un- 
usually high price for silk, and one which may 
not be maintained for any'length of time, that 
jis one of those chances which must be accept- 
ed, although unfortunate, ‘The latter view has 
been put forward by Lord Clarendon, and the 
officials of the Foreign Offices and the Board 
of Trade, and I will now examine it. On re- 
ferring to the Blue Book relating to Lord 
Elgin’s Mission, and. especially to Mr. Wade's 
letter to Lord Elgin, of October Ist, 1858, and 
Lord Elgin's letter to Earl Malmesbury, of 
November 8th, 1858, I find that the duties on 
tea and silk were expressly excepted from re- 
vision on the'5 per cent. basis, in truth, the 
duties on these two articles, before the Treaty 
of Tientsin, were continued without alteration, 
‘and it would appear that they were not fixed 
‘on a basis of 5 per cent., even hy the Treaty of 
Nanking. ‘The French and American Treatica 
of Tientsin did not provide for any revision of 
‘Tariff at all; and, therefore, as the former 
duty on silk was Tis 10, it was impossible for 
Lord Elgin to offer to raise it to 5 per cent. ad 
valorem, or rather to increase the duty on silt 
and reduce it on tea, because the French 
would have objected to pay a higher duty. 
‘Under such circumstances the Chinese refused 
to entertain any proposal to lower the duties 
on tea, and those two articles were thus 
cluded from the 5 per cent. basis. This I 
‘think disposes of Lord Clarendon and Sir Ru- 
Pasig gph ate of the; aereese of silk 

juty, on the ground that owing to the aug- 
mented value of silk, the Chinese havea right 
to expect the duty 0 be rearranged on a per 
cent, basis, 


If the defenders of the increased duty in- 
sist that the Chiness are resolved to have 
‘Tis. 20 per picul, and that there are advan- 
tee in the Convention that outweigh this 

iditional tax, then, I think, we have no 
option but to agree with them.’ Everyone, of 
course, desires the continuance of light duties ; 
and, taken by itself, no one would be found 
advocating, or even voluntarily accepting, 
this increase if it were not part of a scheme 
which is, on the whole, beneficial to foreign 
trade. It may fairly be urged, that exportin 
countries ought not to impose export dutics 
pen ‘that have to compete with similar 
produc other parts of the world: Econo- 
mically it is a mistaken policy, but the error 
lies in the fact that it is contrary to the in- 
terests of the exporting country iteelf ; and 
if the exporting country persists in injurin, 
its own trade, it may reasonably be argue 
‘that that is its own business. China does not 
value its foreign trade, or go abroad to extend. 
it ; but we come here, and offer our own pro- 
ducts and ask theirs in return, without the 
Chinese taking any reciprocal initiative what- 
ever. 

There are, however, much more conclusive 
reasons in favor of consenting to double the 
silk duty, than the simple wish of the Chinese 
Government, than the necessity of conforming 
to the 5 per cent ad ralorem basis, or than the 
opinion which has been ressed that silk 
can afford to pay the additional burde In 
nearly all the documents bearing on this ques- 
tion, it has been taken for granted that “‘ the 
inlgnd charges have hitherto amounted to 
only half the duty ;” and, on this fic- 
titious supposition, doubling the export duty 
has been demonstrated to be doubling the bi 
dens on silk. But, as is well known, in China 
at least, the case stands very differently. In 
the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce Memorial 
to Sir R. Alcock, in November 1867, the fol- 
lowing occurs :—“*'To show the extent of the 
‘internal dues uy native luce, it is onl: 
necessary to refer to the Report upon Trade 
for the past year, by the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms for Shanghai, who states the levy on 
silk to be Tis. 30 per picul, cqual to three 
times the amount of the export duty.” In 
au important pamphlet issued from, the Cus- 
toms’ Press, entit “Returns of the Native 
dl &e.,” December 1869, it is shown 
that ‘the total duties levied on silk, 
to its arrival here, amount to Tis. 22.15 per 

jicul. It is unnecessary for me to explain 

ww the transit pass system, as applied to silk, 
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was defeated in its operation by a tax on the 
vendors in the interior, s0 as to equalize the 
taxes paid by foreigners to those paid b; 
natives. The treaty stipulated that Tis. 
were to be paid in commutation of all inland 
taxes, at a time when, as we learn from Lord 
Elgin's Blue book, page 115, they were known, 
to be Tis, 24 as paid by natives, who were not 
entitled to take advantage of the transit pass 
system. But, taking Tis. 22.15 paid in native 
duties, and Tis. 10, the tariff export duty, we 
find that, at presont, silk is taxed to the extent 
of Tis. 32.15 per picul ; whereas, most of the 
present objections against the increased duty 
proceed on the assumption that all that is paid 
1s Tis, 10 export duty, and Tis. 5 transit duty, 
in all Tis. 15, The consequence is, that stipi 
lating in the Convention for Tis. 20 ex; 
duty, and Tis, 10 transit duty, which the 
nese’ Government undertake to enforce, the 
British Government are only legalizing a total 
tax of Tis 30 per picul, in liew of the 
‘Tis. 32.15 now levied. So that, in so far as 
the stipulations in the Convention are concern- 
ed, the British Government have, under the 
mistaken impression that they are increasing 
‘the taxes on silk, in reality provided for dimi- 
nished duties to "the extent of Tis. 2.15 per 
picul ; and, at least, they have only legalized 
the amount of duty to which silk is at present 
Tiable, and which, as we well know, the local 
ies will not consent to abandon. On 
the question of transit dues, in connection with 
silk, I will deal separately; and I, therefore, 
vonelude that, as the Convention provides for 
the legalization of rather less than the amount 
of the duties with which silk is at present 
ch the proposed nominal increase of 
duty ought to be approved. 
if a bond fide additional duty were im 
silk, neatly all, if not quite the wh 
increase would ‘bave to be borne 
ducer, The only effect would 
sist in o slight diminution of 























‘on 

of the 
the pro- 
bly con- 
export, but 
such a contingency is not before us, as there 
is no bond file augmentation of the burdens 


on silk under consideration, 

‘The question of the Transit Dues bas been 
pronounced, on all sides, to be the most impor- 
tant in the entire category of treaty atipala 
tions. The commutation of all Transit es 
whatever, on abasis of 24 per cont ad valore 
has been pronounced a failure, and three prin- 
cipal reasons have been alleged as_producing 
this result ; first, that the fiscal system of the 
empire being founded on. taxes on goods in 
transit, the native authorities have been un- 
able, and, in many cases, unwilling to adapt 
‘themselves to a change which, by a single pay- 
‘ment, commutes all these charges ; secondly, 
‘that many of the local authorities are unwilling 
to forego taxes that have been farmed out to 
them, and that the corruption of the manda- 
ring is too deop-seated for them to abandon 
sourees of revenue which they can continue 
to profit by, without regard to the wishes of 
the Peking Government ; and, thirdly, that all 
the proceeds of the transit pass 
as has beon held more recently, at least a'con- 
siderablo part of them, are ‘transmitted to 
Peking, thus depriving the Provincial Govern- 
ment of part of their appropriate revenu 
No attempt has been made to \blish 
any, charge of the native authorities re- 

sorting to. differential taxation, and con- 
‘sequently the grievance of foreigners is that 
barrier taxation is excessive. If it is excessive, 
then 2} per cent is insufficient as a basis of 
vommutation; and to stipulate for 24 per cent, 
in lieu ofall inland charges, would be to subject 
foreign imports and exports to less than #1 
just share of internal taxation. But I am by 
‘no means satisfied that inland taxation is so 
heavy as ia generally assumed, although no- 
there but in Manchuria does it fall below the 
half Tariff duty provided for by Treaty. In 
the Report of the Delegates of the Chamber 
apeenpry nae: M oo bre ery 
the Trade of the Upper 
find the following passage :—" We. were. in- 
formed that many of the ‘passes made ont [at 
Hankow] for Siang-tan were used to cover 
goods going to Chang-teh and other places, but 
thaking due allowance for that, it is undoubted 
‘that Siang-tan takes off by far the largest pro- 
portion of the foreign cotton goods that are 
imported into Hankow, An advance of 1 
mace per piece on Grey Shirtings is considered 
sufficient to cover all el ,between Hapkow 
and aay of the markets of Hoonan, and leave 
a small profit to the dealer.” On this estimate, 
«which is a little more ‘favourable than in the 
Customs’ printed Returns, the total charges 






































between Hankow and its principal market 
Siang-tan, including all taxation, and freight, 
and a small profit, only amount to about 43 per 
cent ad valorem ; and I need scarcely say that 
ifwe had steam communication, and all the 
facilities we wish, we could scarcely hope to 
pay 24 per cent ‘Transit Dues, and lay down 
‘our eotton goods cheaper than we do at pre- 
sent. This, then, is the state of the foreign 
trade, so far as our largest market in the valley 
of the Yangtse is concerned. P sing pow 0 
the open port which takes off the ‘quan: 
tity of our cotton namely, Tientsin, we 
there find that, before leaving the city, the full 
half Tariff duty is exacted; and that, on the 
way tothe largest inland markets, ‘no more 
than 1g, eandareens per piece is Tevied. In 
again referring to the Report of the. Chamber 
‘of Commerce Delegates, Appendix C., we find 
the current prices of foreign goods at Shang- 
hai, ;, Shasi, lebang, and Chungking, 
at the time of their visit ; and on a comparison 
of these, and making some allowance for fluctu- 
ations in value, the selling price at Chungkin; 
is perhaps from 10 to 15 per cent in excess 
that at Hankow ; and this includes, besides 
freight for 725 miles, and the ordinary barri 
taxation, a large levy at the Imperial barrier 
at Khwei, and, in addition to profits, an 
amount necessary to indemnify the merchants 
for the losses they sustain owing to the 
dangers of the navigation. So that the 
hanced prices of foreign goods at Chungking, 
namely of from 10 to 15 per cent over Hankow 
rates, show that the inland taxation on that 
long water route cannot be excessive, and we 
ray infer that it is very moderate 

in corroboration of this view, I find that, 
when the expedition to Hankow took place, in 
the spring of 1861, the three Delegates from 
the Chamber of ‘Commerce, of whom Mr. 
Michie was one, reported as follows :— 

“The prices, consi that they were 
quoted ina market avowedly. bare of stocks, 
are not excessive, and would rebut the im 
pression that British goods have been subject- 
ed to any heary “squeeze” in transitu, in 
addition to the necessary cost of conveyance. 

The conclusion, therefore, at which I think 
there are ample grounds for arriving, is that 
the amount of inland taxation has been exag- 
gerated, and that in Hoonan, Szecbuen, Shan- 
tung, Shansi and Shensi, to which I have 
more particularly adverted, foreign are 
offered at prices but little enhanced by taxa- 
tion ; and, in Hoonan especially, we can scar- 
ecly expect, under any circumstances, to lay 
down our goods at prices lower than those now 
current there. I venture to remark further, 
that, so far from believing, as many of 
‘memorials and other documents dealing with 
this question have asserted, that nothing but 
these inland exactions stand in the way of our 
opening up an enormous trade to which the 
present is a mere shadow, I am strongly of 

inion that there is no really important 
market in the interior to which our goods do 
not penetrate ; although there is much to be 
developed in this empire, as elsewhere, and the 

resent annual increase in our trade will 
Houbtless continue to take place for along 
time to come, a much is to be expected from s 

wing acquaintance with foreign goods, 

From the tenacity with which the Chincse 
cling to the use of those articles which they 
have once fairly adopted. It would be to en- 
courage the errors committed after the adop- 
tion of the Treaty of Nanking, and of that 
of Tientsin by the unfounded’ expectations 
on which excessive shipments of goods were 
made to China, if we were to hold out exag- 
gerated hopes ‘of enormously increased trade 
to Lancashire and Yorkshire, which we our- 
selves have no serious reasons to expect. Our 
assurance of an augmenting commerce lies, in 
my opinion, far more in the more active de- 
velopment of our present markets, than in 
any reasonable expectation of stumbling on 
important centres of from which our 














goods are at present debarred by prohibitive 
rates of taxation. But one of the ble 
conditions of the extension of our trade is the 


absence of war or rebellion, because in times 
of trouble trade is paralyzed, and the taxation 
necessary to carry on hostilities eannot but be 
exorbitant. 

‘We all know the extreme difficulty of ob- 
fsining information, in China ;and with what 
slow steps we are able to acquire a know! 
of the facts in which wea met iteretel 
At length, however, from the Report of the 
Delegates, and from other sources, we are in 
possession of such information as shows that 











we have been mistaken in supposing that bar- 
Her taxation was eo excessive as to prevent 

reign goods from passing into the markets 
of the interior. ‘The question therefore before 
us is, not how we are to get rid of enormous 
transit taxes on our gooils ; but, rather, how 
best we can systematize and improve a mode 
of taxation which is cumbersome aud waste- 
ful, though by no means excessive. 

‘The British Government propuse to com- 
mute all inland taxes whatever, by payment 
at the port of entry of a fixed duty. If this 
fixed duty were merely a fraction of the va 
ous taxes for which it was offered as an etjui- 
valent, there would be little hope of its being 
Yoluntarily accepted by the Chinese authori- 
ties ; and I think the British Government 
would refrain from pressing it. But from the 
fact that it will be impossible for goods to 
evade this duty at the port ; and that, conse- 
quently, allimports and exports will be sub- 
jected to it, a commutation on a basis of 24 
per cent ad valorem, or, more correctly, halt 
the Tariff daty, will, in reality, » probably not be 
ry much less than an equivalent for the in- 
Iand taxation now levied. The Chinese will 
have the advantage of the full tax on every 
gaveel of gods, the proceeds will be placod ik 
their hands without any of the expense, un- 
certainty, and irregularity of the present sys- 
tem ; and this maximum of benetit from the 
commuted duty of 24 per cent, will be equi- 
valent toa higher amount levied in their more 
pean and less economical fashion. Thus, 

regard this proposed levy of 2) per cent at 
the port as an advantage both to ourselves and. 
the Chinese, not as a benefit to one at the ex- 
pense of the other ; and the Peking Govern. 
ment have accepted it accordin.ly. 

The application of half the increased Tariff 
duty to silk, in liew of all barrier exactions, is 
guaranteed by theterms of Rule II appended to 
the Convention. It is therein stipulated, that 
the foreign Commissioners of Customs shal] 
refund all barrier dues that may have been 
levied on silk, inits way to the port of export, 
in exeess of half the Tariff duty ; so that the 
practical result will be that, if more than half 
the Tariff duty is levied in transit, the ox- 
cess will be deducted from the Tls.20 of ex- 
port duty. 

In speaking even of 5 per cent as the import 
duty on foreign goods, I need hardly remind. 
you that Iam not strictly accurate, becausethe 
duties were calculated at 5 per cent on prices 
ruling twelve yenrs ago. ‘The actual, import 
duty on Grey Shirtings amounts to only 4 per 
cent ad ralorem on a price of Ts, 2.20 for 8} 
Ibs ; so that, under t] sed a gement, 
the 74 per cent whic ye paid at the port 
of entry, and which is to free goods to any 
part of the empire, is, for Grey Shirtings, only 
in reality 6 per cent.” On the other hand, in 
the case of 7 Ibs. T-Cloths, the 7} per cent 
stipulated for is, in reality,” less than 44 per 
cent on present prices; so that on these, the 
fo mort important staples amongst our 
ports, taxation is much lighter than it seems, 

I come now to consider a further question in 
connection with the taxation of the forei 
trade. It will probably be said : we admit 
that internal taxation is light, that the pro- 
posed commutation is not inadequate, but that 
as the greater part of the revenue from the 
foreign trade is sent to Peking, to the dotri- 
ment of the Provincial treasuries, jt cannot be 
expected that the Proyincial authorities will 
forego part of their legitimate revenue by en- 
deavouring to carry out, successfully, the pro- 
posed system of commutation. On this ques- 
tion of the amount of the foreign revenue sent 
to Peking, considerable misapprehensions have 
prevailed, and in these we haveall more or less 
shared. ‘The opinion, not very long 
ago, was that all of it went to Peking, Last 
year, a letter from Sir Rutherford Alcock was 
read, by Mr. Medhurst, to the Committee of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and afterwards pri- 
vately printed, inwhich the following sentence 
occurs :—“‘ The only amount remitted to Pe- 
King is the 4/10ths of the Maritime duties, set 
aside to repay the indemnities, and 3/l0ths of 
the ‘Transit Dues.” ‘This was received with a 
certain amount of surprise, but I now believe 
that Sir Rutherford was misinformed. To an 
enquiry that I lately put to one of the prinei- 
pal foreign officials of the Customs, the reply 
‘was that no portion of the Dues received, un- 
der the Transit Pass systera, does go or ever 
‘went to Peking ; and and even more 
important, that no portion of the Maritime 
Duties has ever gone or is now remitted to 
Peking — all the revenue derived from tho 
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foreign trade is retained in the Provincial trea 
suries. If this is so, then we must look at 
many of the conditions of our trade in an en- 
tirely new light. Certain enquiries have been 
made, in Shanghai, on the subject, which tend 
also to discredit Sir Rutherford’s statement, al- 
‘though complete certainty has not been arrived 
at. ‘These enquiries prove that, in the mat- 
ter of the Transit Dues, there is no reason 
to suppose that any part of them was ever 
sent to Peking. Up till the end of 1865, four- 
tenths of the Maritime Duties went to pay 
the indemnities, and the remaining six-tenths 
went into the Provincial treasuries, so that up 
till that time the Peking Government received 
nothing whatever. Since then the Provin- 
cial authorities have retained at least eight- 
tenths of tho Maritime Duties at Shanghai 
an‘ as to whether the remaining two-tenths go 
to Peking, or are appropriated ‘to the purpose 
of suppressing the formidable Mahomedan_re- 
dellion in Kansub, or are applied to any other 
Provincial object, is uncertain. At the ut- 
most, the Peking Government cannot receive 
more than one-fifth of the Maritime Duties ; 
aml thus, even if they receive this, which a 
‘ell-informed authority says is not’ the case, 
thore still remains the undoubted fact that 
the Provincial authorities receive nearly all, 
ifnot the whole, of the taxation to which the 
foreign trade is subjected. 

Such being the case, the proposed commnta- 

tion is intended to be a fair equivalent, payabl 
to the Provincial authorities, for the barrier 
taxes which they levy at present. ‘The dan- 
ger, therefore, of goods having to pay at the 
York of entry,and agnin atthe barriers, is vast 
ly diminished, when we consider that the Pro- 
Vicial authorities will receive the benefit of the 
tax at the port of entry entitling the goods 
to pass free into the interior. So that, on pay- 
ment of an additional 2} per cent, somewhat 
less, probably, than the averagebarrier taxation, 
all our textile fabrics are entitled to circulate 
freely in the nine Treaty-port Provinces, with- 
out being liable to any further charge whatever. 
1 think the scheme perfectly feasible; and one 
likely to be tolerably successful, after a mo- 
aerate time being allowed for its introduction. 
It is based on an important principle, namely 
that of the perfect freedom of transit, 80 nell 
Known tous in the West; and if we value the 
development of our trade, it would be difficult 
to namie any other more desirable condition on 
which we could wish to have it placed. If 
the system is introduced, and is successful, we 
shall have, if we leave the 74 per cent import 
duties out of the question, as great an absence 
of restrictions on our trade in China as we have 
in Great Britain itself. With such an impor- 
tant object. in view we may well consent to 
make a trial. 

But, involved in this system of unrestricted 
transit, there is the important concession that, 
henceforth, the distinction between foreign and 
native ownership of Imports shall cease. Of 
the importance of ‘this provision all are, I 
imagine, thoroughly convinced ; but as it has 
been asserted, overand over again, and by Mr. 
F. B. Johnson in his able and important 
“Memorandum upon Transit Dues for the 
consideration of the Shanghai Chamber of 
Commerce,” that this concession already formed. 
part of the Treaty of Tientsin, it may not be 
Out of place to offer a few remarks on this 
question. Art. XXVIII of that Treaty recites, 
in the first paragraph, the manner in which the 
stipulations of the Treaty of Nanking iS 
‘Transit Duties had notbeen observed ; and pro 
vides that the authority appointed to superin- 
tend the collection of duties shall, within four 
months from the signing of the Treaty, declare 
what barrier duties are. levied between the 

n port and the principal places o' iue- 
‘lon and consumption in the interior, aud these 
duties shall be published in English and 
Chinese, so that attempts at arbitrary levies 
may thus be defeated. Under this paragraph, 
therefore, goods can be sent into, or brought 
from the’ interior, on paying certain fixed bar- 
rier duties, which were to be published on the 
requisition of the Consul, 

The next paragraph of the same article is 
as follows : “But it shall be at the option of 
any British subject, desiring to convey pro- 
duce purchased inland to a port, or to convey 
imports from a port to an inland market, to 
clear his goods of all transit duties, by pay- 
ment of a single charge.” Now, if the Eng- 
lish language is capable of conveying any ac- 
curate meaning at all, nothing can be more 
completely unimistakeable than that this_com- 
mutation of the barrier duties is only to be 
































“at the option of any British subject.” And 
if further corroborative evidence is wanted, 
it will be found in Lord Elgin’s letter* to 
Earl Malmesbury, dated Shanghai July 12th, 
1858, wherein le says: ‘It seemed to be un- 
reasonable to require that articles, whether of 
foreign or native production, by’ the simple 
process of passing into the hands of for- 
eigners, should become entitled to theuse of 
roads and canals toll-free, and should, more- 
over, be relieved altogether from charges to 
which they would be liable if the property of 
natives. On the other hand, ience had 
taught us the inconvenience of leaving tlie 
amount of duties payable under the head of 
transit-duties altogether undetermined. By 
requiring the rates of transit-duty to be pab- 
lished at each port, and by acquiring for the 
British subject the right to commute the said 
duties fora payment of 23, per, cent on the 
value, &c.” rd Elgin’s intention is thus 
perfectly clear and determinate—the right 
of commutation of barrier dues is the distinct 
privilege of the British citizen, as contrasted 
with the liability of the native to pay the 
barrier dues as published in English and Chi- 
nese.+ It is, nevertheless, at the option of 
the British merchant to pay the barrier dues 
as the natives do, or commute them. 7 
Iam, therefore, bound to conclude that, so 
faras Mr. Johnson and others maintain that the 
treaty of Tientsin did not contemplate 








distinctive privileges of foreign and native 
ownership of goods, their views will not 
bear examination. How far this differ- 


ential stipulation, in favour of foreigners, 
could be founded on any just principle, 
it is unnecessary for me to consider, 
now that the removal of the distinction 
is provided for by the Convention. It is 
, also, not to overlook the fact that the 
‘Transit system, even as limited to foreign 
ownership, is extending. When the Treaty 
of Tientsin was framed, foreigners were im- 
pressed with the idea’ that they could, if 
mitted, appropriate at least a considera 
Bleshare of the internal trade in articles en- 
tering into foreign commerce, and therefore 
Lord Elgin stipulated for the permission. But 
ince that time, opinion has undergone consi- 
derable modification, and we are now tolerably 
well convinced that we cannot compete on 
‘equal terms with the natives ; and that, there- 
fore, the provision that excludes natives from 
the benefit of the Transit Pass system, is one 
of the great obstacles in the way of extended 
commerce. Still, even with, the limitation to 
foreign ownership only, the Transit Pass sys- 
tem has, cont to the opinion that we have 
been accustomed to accept, on insufficient 
grounds, gone on progressing; although, of 
course, it is needless to say it has not been 
carried out in its integrity in terms of the 
‘Treaty. The following are the figures per- 
taining to it for the last six years 


Amount collected in commutation of Transit 
Dutie 











‘Thus we sce that the is oxtonding; 
and as the amount of internal trade done by 
foreigners is insigniicant, it can only be from 
an extension of the operation of the commu- 
tation to native ownership, that we ean hope 
for any much more important results. And 
as the mandarins permit the system to attain 
& certain amount of success, as reganis for- 
‘eigners, we have every reason’ to expect that 
an extension of the principle to natives will 
attain a measure of ‘success infinitely more 
heneficial to foreign trade than the present 
limited system is, under the most favourable 
circumstances, capable of. 

Passing now to the non-Treaty-port Pro- 
vinces, it is provided that there the Transit 
Pass system shall have effect, without, how- 
ever, any further payment than the Tariff duty 
anda half at the port of entry. No additional 
tax whatever is to be paid ; but, as in these 
provinces less is known of foreign goods and 
foreign methods than in the others, the Tran- 
sit Pass system is to continue in them for the 
better protection of the foreign trade, where 

= Correspondence relative to Loni Elgin’s Minion 
pp. S534, 

"This publication in English apd Chinese was after- 
oa ‘terms of Rule 7, appended to 














the Peking Government seem to be less confi: 
dent of their ability to carry the system of 
free transit into successful operation. 

‘That this system of free transit for our 
manufactures Will, if adopted, be an imme: 
diate success, we can searcely bo sanguine 
enongh, altogether, to expect ; but that the 
removal of the distinction as’ to ownership, 
and such suecess in the working of unrestrict- 
ed transit as we may fairly look for, will 
prove a considerable step in advance of the 
present system, we can scarcely permit our- 
selves to doubt. In short, these two con- 
cessions, on. the part of the Chinese, provide 
for the ultimate possible measure’ of free- 
dom of transit, with every reason to ex- 
pect that, within two or at most three years, 
the system will be moderately encedssful 3 
and it will indeed be saange if foreigners 
insist on the present unsatisfactory method, 
when the Chinese Goverument offer them the 
latest refinement of fiscal economy as practi: 
ed by the most advanced European nations. 

AS to the remaining stipulations in the 
Convention, the opening of Wuhu and_Wén- 
chow ; the right of carrying goods into the 
interior in vessels not propelled by steam, and 
of residing there under passport ; bonded 
warehouses ; steam tug on the Toyatg Lake ; 
certain changes as to ‘Tea bonds, Drawbacks, 
Manifests, Tonnage Dues, &e. ; reduction of 
duty on a few minor articles, and abolition of 
duty on materials used in Docks for repair of 
ships ; certain of the advantages of a ‘Treaty 
port to be extended to Hongkong; the ap- 
pointment by China of Consuls in any of the 
ports in the British dominions, &e.—as to all 
these, I repeat, there is little to be said; they 
are really 60 insignificant that it is scarcely 
necessary to do more than name them. 

Whatever may have been the ideas at one 
time entertained regarding the importance of 
residence in the interior, our knowledge is 
now sufficient to indicate that the advantages 
to be derived from such a step have been e 
tirely over-estimated. It is impossible for us 
to conceal from ourselves, that there are cer- 
tain difficulties in the way of foreigners resid- 
ing in the interior, which can only be met 
by some restriction such as that now proposed 
in the Convention. We desire some satisfac- 
tory system, admitting of the most ample 
berty of travel, with a tight of residence limi- 
ted by time ‘the necessity of renewal. 
‘The internal trade is, and will continue to be, 
in the hands of the natives ; of that, I think 
the Inst ten years bave afforded ample proof ; 
and what is needed js liberty to enable us to 
examine and inform ourselves regarding the 
conditions of trade, and the mineral and other 
resdurees of the empire, and to check abuses 
of taxation, and supervise the ‘development of 
commerce ‘and the freer interchange of p 
duets, For this the Convention makes satis- 
factory provision; and, notwithstanding the 
amount of testimony that has been expressed 
in a different sense, the question of increased 
facilities for residing in the interior, hoyond 
those now offered is, in my opinion, of com- 
paratively little importance. 

Tt is impossible not to regret that steam 
communication has not been extended by the 
Convention; and that one or two more leading 
centres of trade on the vast water-ways that 
intersect the empire, have not beon added to 
the list of open ports. It is certainly disap- 
pointing to find that the Chinese Government 
refuse to open Ichang and Chungking; and that, 
obstruction to the most useful ‘measures. still 
seems to be uppermost in the minds of the 
Chinese authorities. But we cannot control 
these tendencies. We have passed into a stage 
of international relations where the influence 
of pressure has ceased to pervade our policy, 
fan where the weak and dbstructive. oppost- 
tion of the Chinese rulers to beneficial changes 
is accepted as the enlightened conduct. of pro- 
gressive statesmanship. There can be firm- 
ness without force, responsible pressure with- 
out injustice, well-considered demands. with- 
out the accompaniment of war or revolution. 
But in this the British Government has ceased 
to believe. 

In such circumstances, let us look at the 
clear issue that is now raised. The question’ 
is not whether we shall accept the Convention, 
or reject it and obtain something more com- 
prehensive. It is ours to choose whether we 
shall have the Convention or the Treaty of 
‘Tientsin, and I feel bound to choose the alter- 
native of the Convention asa decided gain to 
our commercial interests. If the issue were 
between the Convention and some attainable 
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scheme of greater comprehensiveness, the case 
would be very different. But every change 
that is a gain'to us has the further merit of 
aceustoming the Chineso officals to progressive 
movement, and of rousing them from their tra- 
ditional torpor ; and as the question of revision 
can, by the Convention, again be raised at any 
time, I think it would be a mistaken policy to 
reject the terms that are now offered. 

‘Aftor some remarks by Mr. Henrz, and by 
the Rev, E. Syze. 

Mr. Krsessnit. remarked that the apolo- 
getic tone assumed by Mr. Robertson, who, 
as the mecting was aware, was one of the 
chief supporters of the new Convention, 
seemed to carry with it a certain con- 
sciousness of the shortcomings of that docu- 
ment. He accepted, with much pleasure, the 
introduction to the paper ; and was glad to 
notice that Mr. Robertson looked upon, the 
capture of Canton, and the occupation of Peking 
by the allied forces, as having been productive 
of great benefits to foreign trade, and to the 
Chinese themselves. He thought circumstances 
in’ China, in 1869, were not very unlike what 
they were before the breaking out of the 
« Nrrow” war; and that we were rapidly drift- 
ing into the same path which had proved so 
disastrous in those years. He felt that, in 
this assemblage, there wore, few ‘who ° did 
not agree with him in condemnation of a 
Convention made, as Mr. Robertson suggested, 
at the instance of a feeble Ministry at home. 
Mr. Robertson had made some statements, 
however, which required contradiction. With 
regard to differential dues, he had told the 
meeting that none such existed in China, or 
had ever beon made a cause of complaint. He, 
however, (Mr. Kingsinill) could state from ex- 
perience that, at all events during the early 
portion of his residence in China, such com- 
plaints were almost universal. His first ex- 

erience of a treaty port was, findingon his land- 
ing, the whole community in a state of excite- 
ment, over an attempt at making a monoply of 
the sale of opium 3 since that period, he had 
seldom visited one of the outports without en- 
countering complaints éf a similar nature. Tt 
was true that, of late years, the evil had di- 
minished, but this was mainly to be_attributed 
to the action of the ‘Transit pass system. He, 
moreover, held in his hand the report of the 
‘Chamber of Commerce meeting, of the 7th May, 
1869, which shows clearly how injuriously such 
differential duties worked. ‘Thus, Nankeens 
shipped from Shanghai to Foochow, in native 
craft, paid four mace six candareens, while the 
sante shipped bynativesin foreign vessels, paid 
no less than three taels, or nearly seven times 
Referring to this matter, he quot- 
ed a letter from the Commissioner of Customs 
at this port, stating his dissatisfaction at this 
state of affairs, and protesting at being called 
on to administer a tax founded on the principle 
of discrimination between the nationality of 
the owners of the goods. ‘The paper had, how- 
ever, stated that the new Convention coutained 
too much good to he lightly thrown away, and 
that, if the Chinese Government carried it out, 
it would be productive of immense benefit, 
He, however, objected to the use of the word j 
Zf the Chinese had kept their engagements, 
there would have been noneed for the Treaties 
of Nanking, of Tientsin, nor, he need not add, 
of this present Convention. With no other 
nation were treaties required for the con- 
duct of trade, and he did not see why China 
should be the only exception. ‘The alleged 
benefits of the Convention were that our 

ods were to penetrate into the interior, 
in return for which they were to pay a 
much heavier rate of taxation. Here he 
differed from the principle of this instrament ; 
in the one case we gave up to China a large 
additional tax, while, in return, we gained no- 
thing but a bare promise. England, on the one 
side, were the Convention ratitied, would be 
forced in honour to adhere to her engagements, 
while no such feeling actuated the Chinese 
Government. He would ask what steps were 
being taken by that Government to carry out 
its stipulations, in case of the ratification of the 
Convention. He stated that not one move had. 
‘been made. No communications had been 
opened with the provinces ; there was no sign 
that the slightest alteration in the present ays- 
tem of barrier taxes was in contemplation ; 
everything, in fact, remained in statu quo. Yet 
the stipulations for the free circulation of for- 
eign goods demanded a radical change in this 
particular. On the other hand, the stipulations 
of the Treaty of Tientsin worked fairly. Mr. 
Robertson had spoXen of the Dow rate of duty, 




















the former. 





























charged on goods proceeding to the principal 
inland marts. This was clearly established so 
far as the principal highways of internal com- 
merce were concerned. He, however, attrib 
ted the low rate to the effect of the transit 
duties’ clause. It was always optional to the 
importer to obtain the transit pass, and the 
knowledge of this was made nse of by him in 
settling the dues payable on the road. In case 
of any attempt at an exorbitant levy, he had 
always the pass to fall back on, and the threat 
of doing so, which would deprive the taxing 
officer of all his share of the duties, was, in the 
it majority of instances, sufficient to induce 
iim to reduce the rates of passage. This was 
‘the main reason why so few transit. were 
taken out, in proportion to the amount of goods 
passing into the interior. ‘The clanse led to a 
Practical commutation of duties down to a fair 
standard, while every one obtained his own 
share of the proceeds. ‘The Government had 
its duties, the local officers their share in the 
proceeds, while the merchant was able to make 
a favourable sale. ‘The statement that fore 
goods, irrespect 








tive of ownership, were freely 
circulated, was put forward by admirers of the 
Convention as one of the advantages gained. 
He would only refer toa despatch of Sir Ru- 
therford Alcock’s, of the Ist April 1809, bearing 
‘on this topic :— 

“The treaty right, therefore, is admittedly 
this: that all imports and exports, being bona 
fideconstituents of foreign trade, as distinguish- 
‘ed from a coasting or Chinese trade only in 
foreign hands, may be certified for transit, and 
sent from one end of the empire to the other, 
exempt from all taxes or charges, other than 
the tariff of imports and commuted inland or 
transit dues of 2} per cent ; and this whether 
the goods or produce may be in Chinese or for- 
eign hands.” 

‘Such was the state of the question in Apr 
he would like to know, therefore, what new ci 
cumstances had arisen, before the end of the 
penpfe render the clause of the Convention re 

ferred to necessary ? 

With regard tothe increaseinsilk duties, Mr. 
Robertson had made the startling announc 
ment that really a reduction was to be the 
result, and proved this in a most ingenious 
manner, by at once doing away with the tax of 
‘Tis. 22.50 now levied in the interior under 
the name of a license fee, statingthat as a na- 
tural consequence of the ratification of the Con- 
vention it would be remitted. He did not 
anticipate this result. The Convention was ex- 
plicit in stating that all transit dues levied in 
excess of 24 per cent would be returned, but 
made no mention of the other levies. ' This 
tax was, however, originally levied on pro- 
ducers with the intention of removing 
it from the category of transit charges. This 
fact was well known at Peking at the time of 
the signature of the Convention; and he looked 
upon it as one of the worst features of that 
document, that no attempt was made to do 
away with this obnoxious levy. In the absence, 
therefore, of any more definite stipulation, 
he feared that the Tis. 10, provided in the 
Convention, would remain as a permanently 
increased tax on the export of silk. He di 
not now enter upon the impolicy of taxes on 
exports ; that was a subject for the considera- 
tion of the Chinese Government. All were, 
however, interested in the continuance of a 
trade in which much capital was invested; and 
therefore, in behalf of those resident in China, 
as well as of those interested in trade with 
China, he protested against an extra burden be- 
ing placed on an article which had to enter into 
competition with therestof the world. With re- 

‘to Mr. Robertson’s general statement, that 
the internal. transit dues levied in China ‘were 
extremely light, he would only refer to the 











neighbouring port of Chinkiang, before the sct- 
tlement of the barrier affair at Wei-kwan. 


Piece goods, forinstance, were liable to be taxed 
between that port and Tsin-kiang-pu, a town 
only alittle more than a hundred miles distant, 
at rates amounting to 13 per cent and upwards. 
¥leven percent waslevied on many descriptions 
posse ‘to Nanking, only 45 miles distant, 
fact, while competition, and the threat of 
‘taking transit passes, induced a light taxation 
on goods proceeding to the great marts of the 
interior, no sooner did those goods attempt to 
enter the surrounding country, than they were 
fendered, thes posse, beyond a few miles, 
rendered their eyond a few 
practically impossible. Whenever the beaten 
tracks were left, articles of foreign import 
rapidly disappeared from the native shops. 





‘Mr. Mepuurst begged leave to say a word 
or two. He could not enter so elaborately in- 
to statistical details -as his indefatigable 
friend, Mr. Kingsmill, had done, but he would 
‘wish to point out one or two important con- 
siderations in connection with Mr. Robertson's 
able paper. In the first place, much stress had 
been placed by Mr. Robertson, and all other 
persons in faror of the Convention, on the fact 
that it had been voluntarily conceded by the 
Chinese, and had not been the result, like pre- 
vious treaties, of warlike pressure. So far 
from the Chinese deserving any credit in this 
respect he thought it was very much the other 
way. The Chinese Government had, all along, 
entertained a vague apprehension of the pos: 
sible consequences of a revision of treaties to 
themselves, and so great had this apprehen- 
sion become, toward the approach to the time 
for revision, that they had instructed the high 
functionaries in the vinces to memorialise 
and advise the Throne, how the demands of 
the British and other Governments, which it 
was taken for granted would prove unreason- 
able, could best be met. ‘These directions 
were faithfully obeyed, and one or two of the 
many state papers Which followed have met the 
public eye, and sufficed to prove that the 
Chinese have all along feared pressure, and no 
doubt they have been only too glad to find the 
result, in the shape of the Convention, such 
favorable one for themselves, and, at 
time, one so free from hard conditions 
The second point worthy of notice, Mr. 
Medhurst considered to be, the unrelinble- 
ness of all treaties with China, owing to the 
disadvantageous éircumstances’ under which 
theseare concluded, as faras foreigners arecon- 
cerned. On the one side, Great Britain and 
other nations enterinto their Conventions with 
asincere desire to avoid all that is exacting 
or unreasonable, and an honest intention to 
fulfil their obligations to the very letter. ‘The 
Chinese, on the other hand, only yield what 
they cannot possibly avoid giving ; and with 
the fixed intention to retreat from the conces- 
sion as soon, and as conveniently, as they can. 
This, at any rate, had been the experience of 
past years; and the 5 thought the day 
‘was atill far distant when both parties could 
be said to enter into such compacts upon a 
‘common footing, and with the same commend. 
able, reliable spirit actuating both sides. 


Mr. Hasaory said he had listened with 
much pleasure to the valuable and elaborate 
paper of Mr. Robertson, with much of which 
e entirely agreed; and he was glad to find 
some one with the courage fairly to set before 
them the arguments that could be adduced, 
‘on what might be called the unpopular side of 
the question. An immense diflerence existed 
between the circumstances attending the sign- 
ing of the treaty of Tientsin, ten years ago, 
and those obtaining at the time of the con- 
clusion of the Convention of Pekin; in the 
one case, the Chinese were ready to sigm any- 
thing and everything, to secure peace from 
their victors; now, however, the pressure had 
been removed, and the Convention was the re- 
sult of two years’ hard work and earnest endea- 
Your, on the part of Sir Rutherford Alcock, to 
obtain the best terms possible for the mercan- 
tile interests he represented. He (Mr. H.) 
was surprised to hear what had fallen from 
Mr. Medhurst as to the dread of the Chinese 
for this revision, because we had lately heard 
that, at the outset of the negooiations at Pekin, 
they had actually given notice that they in: 
tended to double the duties on tea, silk, and 
jum. It was useless for the China 'mer- 
chants to shut their eyes to the fact that a 
seionofequalty, in negociating treaties, had 
en conceded to the Chinese by European 
nations, and by the United States. And what 
did equality mean ?—as regards the tariff, it 
meant the right that no statesman would for 
4 moment question in the case of Greece, Per- 
tugal, Turkey, and other weak nationalitie 
that of fixing the rate at which they would ad- 
mit the manufactures of other countries, with- 
out so much as consulting those other countries, 
lve heard much, in the present day, of the 
need for progress, and the acceptance of Wes- 
tern ideas, amongst the Chinese. Speaking as 
a merchant, and from a selfish point of view, 
he trusted ‘there might be, in one sense, no 
more progress until the Convention wasratified; 
for it was only the-ignorance and. inertness 
of the Chinese Government that, kept them 
m2. siving that their tariff is the lightest 
in the world. and the amount of revenue 
raised by it insignificant when compared with 
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. other nations, Let them become a little more 


enlightened, and they would not be slow to 
see that the English Goverment raises from 
the two articles, tea and opium, double the 
amount the Chinese derive from the whole 
toreign trade, He (Mr. H.) dreaded the day 
when the Chinese would find out that they, 
too, had native manufactures to protect ; and, 
taking example from what many consider the 
most advanced foreign nation, (the United 
States) would demand 20, 30, or even 50 per 
cent on textile fabrics. Nor could we conceal 
from ourselves the fact, however unpalatable, 
that neither the English nor any foreign nation 
‘was at all likely to go to war to compel the ac- 
ceptance, by the Chinese, of a low tariff. Hav- 
if, therefore, a moderate tariff in the Conven- 
tion presented to us, he would counsel its 
acceptance. 

Te was quite true there wore faults in it; and, 
Yerhae, the worst that could he named. wae 

he failure to provide for the further use of 
steam power in the interior, The clause com- 
pelling us to use vessels of native build and 
Tig was degrading. The clause providing for 
thie opening of further ports, except as points 
for steamers to touch at, was uscless,—it had 
been abundantly proved we could not com- 
pete with natives in the trade of the interior ; 
and he could not call to mind a single instance 
‘of any foreigner realizing a fortune by the 
Yang-tsze trade, He had tried it himself, and 
was foreed to confess he was completely beat 
en by the Chinese ; and that his case was no 
exception was proved by the dwindling cha- 
racter of trade, in the hands of foreigners, at 
Kiukiang and ‘Hankow, and the depreciation 
in real estate there, which could now be pur- 
chased at 90 a 98 per cent discount on its 
cost. ‘The experience gained at the new ports 
opened by the treaty of Tientsin, be considered 
as most bitter. 

It was impossible to have foreigners scat- 
tered all over the country, because they would 
not submit to be governed by Chinese laws ; 
and the Home Government were not willi 
greatly to extend the Consular establishments, 
the increased cost of which they would see 
had lately been complained of in the House 
of Commons, Concentration at great trading 
centres, with the interior trade regulated by 
the natives, we supplying steam communica- 
tion, would be found the most advisable and 
profitable. 

‘Mr. Houuseworrm said that according to 
Mr, Robertson the British Government of In- 
dia got Tis. 200 out of every, pical of opium. 
But Mr. R- had also informed them that the 
inland dues on native opium sold in Hankow, 
Kiukiang, &c., were Tis. 150. It would not, he 
supposed be pretended that the inland dues 
on foreign opium were less ;—so that the Chi- 
nese Government, getting an Import Duty of 
‘Tis, 50 of inland dues, according to Mr. R., 
derived from the opium as large a revenue as 
the British Government. But bis great ob- 
jection to the Convention was his conviction 
that the Chinese would never carry it out. 
All experience justified that conviction. Ac- 
cording to the ‘Treaty of Tientsin, the Transit 
Duty for Tea was Tis. 1.25. But Tseng-kwo- 
fan, when governor of the two Kiangs, issued a 
proclamation that Tea should pay Tis. 1.40 at 
the inland mart, ‘The foreigners at Kiukiang 
remoustrated against paying this in addition 
to the Treaty Duty, and were let off with Tis. 
1,40, but could-not’ recover the 1 mace 5 can- 
dareens over the Treaty rate ; and one firm, 
who resolved to establish a glaring case for re- 
ference to Pekin, by paying all they were ask- 
ed, paid Tis. 3.0.0 per picul, none of which 
they had been able to recover. Inshort, in 
his opinion, the Convention was worth no more 
than so much waste paper. 

‘The Cuarwas would only make a few brief 
remarks, before asking Mr. Robertson to re- 
ply; though the arguments had been well- 
nigh exhausted by previous speakers. 

‘{t had been observed that such rapid changes 
iad taken place in political opinion, that ten 
years later the Treaty of Tientsin would have 
Been impossible. This was perhaps true; had 
the oceurences at Canton, of 1896, happened. 
in 1866, no doubt Sir John Bowring would have 
een ordered to apologise to Yeh, instead of 
Lord Elgin's being sent to make the Treaty of 
Tientsin. But the highly-conservative and 
anti-progressive tone of the present 
Cabinet was not so new as is often supposed. 
We ‘ere now astonished at the determina- 
tion of Great Britain and America to treat 
China as their equal, though they made the 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. 





rather important reservation of declining to 
trust it with the lives of their people. But 
the records of British intercourse with China 
shew that, in the days of the East India Com- 
pany, Great Britain dealt with China as with 
a superior ; so that the present temper of our 
Government is not really so retrograde as ap- 
pears. The rule has always been, that the fo- 
reigners who were resident in China, and knew 
something about the position of affairs, advo- 
cated a policy of extended intercourse with 
the country: while the ruling powers in Eng- 
1 trying to prevent this, from 
motives of nian erence. ‘Thus the ‘‘ex- 
riment,” which the E. I. Co.’s supercargoes 
ErCanton wished to try, of bringing Euro) 
females to Canton, was promptly denounced by 
the Court of Directors. Again, the interesti 
voyage of the ship “ Amherst” to Shanghai, 
im 1832, the fruits of which we are now 
enjoying, was condemned by the mouth-pieces 
of the policy of England at that time.” The 
improvement that has taken in China 
hhas been the work of the people on the spot, 
thwarted in every way by the ignorant 
Government at home. There was one brilliant 
period of exception to this rule, the generation, 
namely, over which Lord Palmerston presided. 
But before and since the reign of that 
stateaman, the views of the home authorities, 
and of the merchants and others on the spot, 
have been antagonistic. Events, however, have 
in their own way, in spite of all 
theories and narrow-minded fears; and so, we 
may hope, the current will continue to flow in 
the direction it has taken. We must fight 
our way as we have done before, expecting 
steady opposition on the part of those who 
ought to be wiser ; but there is no doubt 
we shall suc in opening up China sooner 
orlater. It is mistake to suppose that fu- 
ture Treaties with China must necessarily be 
worse than those that have ied. them. 
‘The author of the paper has laid great stress 
on the moderateness of the Chinese Tariff, 
which, however, has never been in question ; 
and he contrasts it with others, notably those 
of the United States and Canada. “This is 
hardly relevant to the matter, as there is no 
lel at all between those countries and 
China. To establish such a parallel, we 
must suppose the American rivers, except for 
about half the navigable length of one of them, 
forbidden to steamboats ; railroads also for- 
Vidden, and no road wider than to admit a 
wheel-barrow. Under these conditions, a much 
smaller tariff than even 5 per cont would suf- 
fice to ruin those countries; and to-produce the 
cle of millions of people famishing in one 
place, withabundance of food rottinginanother. 
With regard to the important question of 
Transit Dues, it will be remembered that the 
stipulation in’ the Treaty of Nankin was to 
the effect that the existing levies should be 
commutable for a fixed payment, the amount 
being left to be determined on informat 
being received from the Chinese authcrit 
The information was not furnished for 
ton years; and, inits absence, Lord Elin was 
driven, in 1858, to fix a rate himseli, which he 
didat half the Tariff Duty. This’ has been 
assumed to be a fair commutation for the 
various inland duties. But the question now 
before the meeting is, not whether this rate is 
too much or too little, but simply whether, 
on payment of the commutation, foreign mer- 
chants will really get what they pay for, viz, 
exemption from all inland charges. He (the 
speaker) was bound to say they were warrant- 
‘by all past experience in doubting this ; 
and if that stipulation were not carried out, 
by the Chinese, the Treaty would fail in one of 
its most essential points. Very great impor- 
tance has also been attached, by all those who 
have undertaken to support ‘this Convention, 
to the fact that, contrary toprevious Treaties, 
it is roluntary on the part of the Chinese. We 
have heard, to-night, good reasons for believ- 
ing the contrary ; but, admitting the asser- 
tion, why should the Convention not be 
voluntary ? The Chinese get everything their 
own way—that is, practically, Tis. 2,000,000 
of extra duty ; and it would be strange indeed 
if the acceptance of this sum by them should 
not be voluntary. The conditions on which 
this is purchased are, however, not voluntary. 
‘The American diplomatic ‘correspondence 
shews that the necessary equivalents were 
reluctantly yielded ; and other unmistakeable 
‘evidences of insincerity are found. in the way 
in which the various “equivalents” are 
brought to bear. Bonded warehouses and 




















such-like, which are matters of convenience 
merely, and not fit subjects of treaty. stipula- 
tions at all, are scraped together, and, in the 
most solemn manner, made to appear conces- 
sions by the Chinese, in exchange for the sub- 
stantial advantages’ they receive in the in- 
creased duties. ‘The establishinent of a tug- 
boat on the Poyang lake, is declared by Sir 
Rutherford Alcock himself, in his despatch of 
vv vz act be of no appreciable value ; yet, 
four months later, it tigures in the Conven- 
tion asa set off against the increase of the 
duty on opium, amounting to over a million 
of Tacls, and is, in fact, the only one of the 
five items which are made to balance the in- 
creased duty on opium, which has even the 
semblance of a concession, In short, “in the 
sense of being favourable to trade, and to for- 
eigners, the ‘Treaty is clearly anything but 
voluntary. The Peking Government gave as 
little as they possibly could ; they bought us 
at the very lowest price, and. of course there 
is no evidence whatever that they are more like- 
ly to pey us that price than they have been 
heretofore. The main objection tothe Con- 
vention would have been obviated, had the 
payment of commuted ‘Transit Dues been 
continued optional. What necessity there 
was to make it compulsory has never been 
explained, though the fact has often been 
asserted. 

‘The merits of the increase of the duty on 
opium, so far as this discussion is concerned, 
are very simple Mr, Robertson defends i 
‘on the ground that opium is one of those a 
ticles of luxury, ifnot of vice, which even civi- 
lized governments subject to excessive taxa- 
tion, "It is true that some civilized govern- 
ments treat ardent spirits in this arbitrar 
manner, but it has not been proved that it,in 
wise to do so. In fact the system may be pro- 
nounced a failure, seeing that the very class 
who are intended to be benefitted, by the pro- 
hibitory tax, are the only real sufferers by the 
evils of aleohol—that is, the poorest class. 
‘They will obtain drink at all hazards, and the 
high price it bears merely intensifies their 
misery or accolerates their ruin. As regards 
opium ; Mr. Thos. Taylor Meadows, three-and- 
twenty years agu, propounded the doctrine, 
which is well worthy of attention, that the 
best cure for opiun smoking was to, make it 
cheap, andconsequently common; a view which 
is to some extent borne out by experience, for, 
in Szechuen, where opium is a common’ pro: 
duct of the country, the fashion is 
setting in against the’ use of the drug. But 
that is quite beyond the question now before 
us, whieh is, as Mr, Robertson has clearly put 
it, whether, a certain revenue being obtainable 
out of the trade in opium, it shall’ be appro. 
priated by the Chinese or the Indian Govern- 
ment, As far as a Convention signed by a 
British Minister is concerned in this issue, 
‘there cannot be two opinion’ ; Sir R. Alcock, 
as the servant of his country, was bound to 
make the best bargain he could for the Govern- 
ment of British India ; and judged by this eri 
terion, the opium clause in the ‘Treaty stands 
condemned from the English point of view. 

Mr. Ronertsox said that at that late hour 
he would content himeelf with a very few 
‘observations, in reply to the speeches that had. 
been made.’ He could not pass over the re- 
Barks of Mr. Kingsmill on, the subject of 
differential duties ; because the instances re- 
ferred to were not differential, as between 
foreign, and native What had been 
said in ‘his paper was that there was no proof 
that, at the barriers, any higher duties were 
levied on foreign goods, because they were 
foreign than on native goods, and therefore 
he had been right in saying that there was 























no differential taxation as against foreign 
‘The cases which Mr. Kingsmill had 
instanced belong to the coast trade, in which 


we had been permitted to engage on certain con- 
ditions as to duties on goods cried in foreign 
vessels, to which the foreign Ministers -had 
agreed ; and because theso were not the same 
as were payable at, the native Custem houses 
on goods carried by junks, Mr. Kingsmill 
applied to these the name differential. We 
urged the Chinese to open the coast trado 
Yorus on these terms, and if the duties were 


Ligher by foreign vessel, the advantage which 
these latter had over junks was euch that they 
had in measure driven them off tho 


coast, But foreign goods in junks shared the 
smaller duty when it was smailer, equally with 
native goods ; while native goods in fo 





vessels had to pay the higher duty of 
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foreign tariff, if it was in excess of the native 
duty. As to the statement of Si Rutherford 
Aleock, quoted by Mr. Kingsmill, regarding 
foreign’ aud native ownership of goods, no one 
knew better than that gentleman himself (Mr. 
K,) that it was inaccurate. ‘The Treaty of 
Tientsin aud the practice of the Iast ten years 
were gpposed to it, although, doubtles, good 
deal of conflict of opinion was on record on 
‘the subject. As to exports, Sir Rutherford’s 
statement had never entertained, so far 
‘as he was aware; and in fact it amounted al- 
most to an impossibility, because declaration 
af ewnorship hd to be made which, exeladed 
natives, and produce could not be sold in tran- 
sit without being liable to confiscation. Re- 
ferring to Mr. Medhurst’s statement, that the 
Convention had beon obtained by the same 
wressure a3 the Treaty of Tientsin, Mr. Ro- 
Berteon quoted from the Elgin Blue Book to 
show that, after the ‘Treaty was signed, the 
Chinese applied to have ib modified, of the 
ground that they had been compelled to agree 
fo it under military pressure, whereas now 
they have only agreed to what they are will- 
i ive. ‘They would never have. volun- 
gned the Treaty of Ti but 
they offered the Convention. On the question 
of the- bad faith of the Chinese, he quite 
with Mr. Medhurst and some of 
the ‘other speakers, and he = at pat 
forward any expectation 
faith, would bet observed. in ing out 
the Convention. But he thought it would be 
xn great mistake to reject the Convention be- 
cause it would not be satisfactorily carried out, 
and continue under the ‘Treaty of Tientsin 
which was not satisfactorily carried out. 

‘He entirely agreed with Mr Hanbury in 
thinking that the entire burdens on the foreign 
trade were not such as we could complain of, 
and that so long as civilised governments im: 
pone Brohibitive tails it wae dificult to see 

ow we could compel the Chinese to reduce or 
not to raise their low tariff. 

‘Mr. Hollingworth had just shown what he 
had been endeavouring to prove to them, that 
taxation was heavier asa rule than the Trea- 
fy warranted, but not mach in excess. ‘The 

‘reaty Transit Duty on Tea was Tis. 1.25, 
whereas the actual amount paid in the case 
of Ningchow ‘Teas, by Mr. Hollingworth, was 
‘Tle, 1.40 ; and if the Convention, when depart- 
ed from, was only abnsed to the’ extent of 15 
eenta in’ Tls, he would ‘hardly agree in 

‘as worth no more than 80 


‘thinking that it 
much waste paper. 

He did not think the Convention the best 
arrangement that could be proposed, but that 
was not the question. Itwas the best that 
‘we were likely in the meantime to get, and he 
considered it would be a mistake to refuse it, 
‘and to have to continue under the stipulations 
of the Treaty of Tientsin, 

















































Sporting. 


Bowrs, 

‘We subjoin the scores of a private match 
at bowls, which has just been played be- 
tween five members of the senior, and five 
of the junior alley. It will be seen that 
the seniors lost three games out of four on 
their own alleys, on the first day ; and the 
match was then considered finished. If 
they could not beat their opponents on 
known ground, it seomed in the highest 
degree unlikely that they could do so on 
strange alleys. ‘The result, however, upset 
all calculations ; for, after losing the first 
game on the junior alleys by only 7 pins, 
they won the three next, thus making a 
tie. The deciding game had, according to 
agreement, to be rolled off on neutral alleys; 
and those of the Club Concordia were cour- 
teously placed at the disposal of the play- 
ers, for the purpose. The result, after a 
tight match, was again in favour of the 
seniors, who won the game (and the match) 
by 28 pins—thanks chiefly to Preston’s 
enpital score of 184. 
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Decwwrxc Gane. 
‘May Sisr, ox Coxconpia Auteys. 


It is remarkable that there is only a 
difference of 55 pins between the 
scores of each side, on the whole 
footing up 10,173. 











FOOCHOW REGATTA. 
The Foochow Regatta come off on Wed- 
nesday 18th May, under most favorable 
circumstances, the day being bright and 
pleasant, the breeze cool and refreshing— 
just enough to admit of the sailing craft 
spreading their wings, and displaying their 
colors, to the best advantage, while rowers 
could tug at their oars with spirit and ener- 
. At& ax. the “Spartan” (Customs? 
fain) which had been rated flag ship, sa- 
luted the morning air with clouds of smoke 
followed by smart bangs, in regular suc- 
cession ; and when the gentle breeze dis- 
persed the smoke, the “Spartan” ap- 
|, dressed in her gayest attire, and, 
with that good taste which displays an 
equal veneration for the emblems of the 
various nations, the representatives of 
which compose a cosmopolitan | com: 
munity. The ships in Port followed 
suite,—conspicuous among which were the 
“Thermopyle” and ‘‘Chinaman,”—the 
general aspect of the anchorage, ashore 
and afloat, was soon made to’ wear a 
festive appearance ; and an early visit 
paid on board the “Spartan” disclosed the 
fact that a crowd of visitors was expect- 
ed, while ample provision was being made 
for their comfort and entertainment. 

There were eleven events on the “ pro- 
gramme,” which commenced at noon and 
finished about 6 r.a. The most exciting of 
these were :-— 

The House Boat Race No. 1, prize a Cup, 
won by Customs. 

The do. do. do. No. 2, prize a Cup, won 
by Capt. Glover. 

‘The 4-oared Gig Race, pulling, prize $12, 
won by Capt. Farrons. 

The 4-oared Ships’ Boats, pulling, prize 
$12, won by “Thermopylee.” 

The Ships’ Sailing Boats, prize $12; won 
by 4 Kwang Tang? 

‘The 6-oared Gig Race, pulling, prize $20, 
won by Capt, Verons, 

The steamer ‘ Sonisa” arrived with a full 
complement of ladies and gentlemen, from 
Foochow, just in time to see the house and 
boats start; and retumed again about 7 r.a. 

‘The gentlemen composing the Race Co 
mittee, amongst. whom we noticed Captain 
Davidson, of the ‘“Hornet,” Baron de 
Meriten, and H. J. Meade Esq., must 
have been pleased with the number and 

humour of their visitors, while these 
in turn expresued their high’ appreciation 
of the programme provided for their enter- 
tainment. 

A ball was given in honor of the occasion, 
in the Club, at Foochow, on the evening of 
the 19th ulto. 











NINGPO. 
‘The occasion of the Dicarf’s visit to Ning- 
sda taken to get up a Cricket inatch, 
tween eleven of the gunboat and eleven 
residents. ‘The result was in favour of the 
former, by 14 runs. 
Nixoro. 


Ast Toni 









r 6 
R. Meadows, b, Ranso 6 
HL Bake, b. Spicer, rf 
W.B ° 
J, Morgan, 0 
W, Ene 0 
7: Hart, ran out, 0 Sioman not out 4 
AL 0}, Ransom, 3 
3 it wieket 9 
Fi M 4 
L o 
5 







Saag 


FRSRA 


r 


Total. 
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Return Match, 19th May. 
A return match was played on the fol- 
lowing day, when the gunboat was agai 
successful, Wininng this time with 8 wickets 
to go down. 


9 
1 
4 
1 
3 
rf 
° 
3 
1 
0 
4 
5 
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Law Beports. 





SUPREME COURT. 


Shanghai, May 27th, 1870. 
Before Sim E, Horny, Kt., Chief Judge. 
AR. Tur v. ©, Srursos. 
Claim for $1000 for money lent, &e. 
‘Mr. Hannen appeared for the plaintiff, 
‘This was a matter of accounts between the 
parties. Before entering on the trial of the 
cause, Mr. Hannen was allowed to increase 
the claim to $1,203.92. Plaintiff is owner, 
defendant master, of the ship Gipey, and 
on making up accounts there was a 
Javetving thy claim. After bearing, kin Lard. 
ship gave judgment for $400, ing con- 
sideration of the remainder. Captain Simp- 
son said he had received ini 
sum of $800 from a Bank in Yokohama; and 
hearing that there was a run on the Bank 
he went to cash the notes, there was a crowd 
‘of people, and in the crowd he had his pocket 
picked of the bundle of notes. 
May Sist, 1870. 

‘The Chief Judge delivered judgment as 
follows 

In this case judgment must be entered uy 
for We fall aunt caine. YE on theenk 
dence offered, I had felt myself’ justified in 
saying that the Captain had takea all proper 
care and means to preserve his Owners’ pro- 
erty, I should have unquestionably deci 
looking at the legal relation existing between 
the parties, viz., that of master and servant, 
that the loss was the master’s and not the 
servant's. But the evidence before me is very 
Wald; the Captain says that he had received 
$800 worth of notes on the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank from a Compradore, on account 
of freight earned, that hearing a morning or 
two alter there was a run on the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank, and fearing that he might 
Jose the money if the Bank stopped and. the 
notes were uncished, he went on shore to 
change them, and that while waiting at the 
Bank his pocket was picked, and helost them. 
It is evident that he did not take any imme- 
diate steps toapprise his owners of the loss, and 
he allowed two opportunities of writing to them 
‘to escape him. He does not say that he took 
any means to trace the thief, or to stop the 
notes. He does not produce any evidence, 
beyond his own sworn statement, that he 
actually had the notes. Moreover, the fact, 
if it is one, of the robbery, which’ was with: 
out violence, and at the time unsuspected by 
the master, rebuts the presumption that he 
was taking the care of the money which in 
his character of servant of his master, he was 
ound to take. He knew he was going into a 
crowd, and he ought to have taken precau- 
tions. Thave assumed throughout the caso, that 
his statement of the robbery is true. Ihave 
no reason to doubt it, but where I am called 
on to decide whether, in order to avoid the 
Tiability which the law attaches, the Capt. did 
not use all the care, and take all the precau- 
tions which he ought to have taken, to have 
Tondered the picking of his pocket impossible, 
or at least very difficult, Thave no evidence 




















before me that he did. $800 worth of notes 


in not_a very large bundle—they might have 
been tightly held in the hand, or grasped in 
the pocket, and then actual violence must have 


been resorted to, to get ion of them. 








NORTH-GERMAN CONSULATE. 


May 27th, 1870. 
Before W. Axxeck Eaq., Consul-general, and 
E. Hubener Esq. 







‘Th. Probst 


Claim for Tis. 6023.14, with interest, on ac- 
vr Bint appeared for plaintiff; and Mr. 

‘Mr. Bird aj for 3 
Ablers represented. defendants, 

‘The action was brought for the recovery of 
the proceeds of two shipments of goods, be- 
longing to a Leeds firm, advanced upon by the 






laintilfs and consigned by them to the de- 
Rendants in. Shanghai, on the understanding 
that the net proceeds of such .en sold, 
should be remitted direct to iff, 

sp Thedefendants acknowledged the agreement; 
nity 


Ist claimed a set-off as to £500. 
Qnd pleaded a tender of the balance in 


Hamburgh. 
‘The clais 





of set-off was in respect of commis- 
sions, which might have accrued to the de- 
fendants, from the sale of goods promise tobe 
consigned to them, under an agreement alleged 
to have been entered into between the plain- 
tiffs and Mr. F. Gutschow of Hamburgh, act- 
ing for defendants. 

ir. Brrp said he would show that the goods 
in question were despatched on an express un- 
derstanding that the proceeds should be re- 
mitted in bills, dis to the plaintiffs. 
He produced, in support, letters of various 
dates—one of February 2nd 1866, addressed to 
Mesers. Gutschow & Co., stating that plaintiffs 
had despatched the goods, and requesting re- 
mittances for same to be sent direct to them. 
‘The defendants in acknowledging that letter 
said, “We fully understand thatthenet proceeds 
of these shipments shall be remitted to you.” 
Another letter from Messrs. Gutschow to his 
clients, dated 6th May, said * We acknowledge 
receipt of your favor of Sth March, enclosing 
letter and BL from Jors & Co., to our care; 
‘we note that proceeds are to be remitted to 
you in first class Bank bills, which shall be 
‘carried out.” From other letters which be 
handed in, he submitted it was perfectly clear 
that, on the sale of these goods, the proceeds 





y | should have been remitted as first stated. It 


was not denied by defendants that they did not 
carry out this agreement, but, on the contrary, 
referred the plaintiff to Hamburgh for pay: 
ment. Now it was noteworthy that, when they 
referred for payment to Hamburgh, there was 
bo mention of any counter claim, But the 
reason given was that they had chosen this 
‘course in order to allow their friends, already 
heavy losers, a better rate of exchange. It 
‘was when referred to Haml that plain- 
tiffs first heard of this counter claim, through 
Messrs. F. Gutchow & Co. ; but, so far as his 
clients were concerned, be submitted that the 
dealings were only with Messrs. Charles Gut- 
schow & Co., of Shangl 

wressions used in the letter “their friends” &., 
it could not be argued that F. Gutschow & Co. 
of Hamburgh was branch of, or had a partner- 
ship connestion with C. Gutschow & Co., 
of Shanghai, but were only ordinary correspon- 
dents. He would put the claim thus : A. could 
not set off against B.a claim he had against 
€., a distinct third party ; and, therefore, no 
claim Messrs. F. Gutschow & Co. had inst 
his clients was in any way connected with this 
case. But, whether the Court was inclined to 
allow or disallow this claim of set-off for £500, 











From the ex-! 


he thought it was clear, in the first place, that | 


his clients were entitled to payment of the 
balance at once ; whereas the defendants had 
not yet paid a shilling. The plaintiffs were 
not bound to go to Hamburgh for -payment, 
and had done so merely as a matter of favour. 





If the defendants 





did they not deduct it and remit the balance ? 
Astathe ent alleged to have heen made, 
through which this set-off was claimed, he 
smust plead entire ignorance of it, as he had no 
mention of it in his instructions ; but he would 
appeal to the Court, and to the two assessors, 
who were mercantile men, that it was not rea: 
sonable to send the plaintiff back again to 
Hi for payment; and that, at any rate, 
judgment ought to be given for ‘the balance 
after deducting the £500. ‘The right to con- 
test the ent, said to have been made 
he would reserve for his clients, when the 
agreement itself was produced. 

‘Mr. Antens handed in a copy of the agrees 
ment in question, as entered into by their agent 
in Hamburgh with plaintiffs ; and also letters 
referring to the case, For defendanto, he 
acknowlédged the Tixbility for the capital 
sum claimed, but rebutted the claim of Tls, 
375.67 interest thereon. As against the first 
arrangement made for remittance of proceeds, 
the correctness of which as pnt forward by 
Mr. Bird he admitted, he handed in a letter 
from plaintiffs, dated 18th November’ 1869, 
from which he inferred that plaintiffs agreed. 
to accept payment in Hamburgh, through F. 
Gutschow, as proposed to them. He also 
handed ita letter of F. Gutschow, dated Ber- 
lin, 15th November, 1869, as proof that the 
‘sum had been offered. 

Mr. Bren said he could not, of course, at 
that time accept the copy as conclusive, though 
he had no wish to throw doubt on its authen- 
ticity ; as he had already aaid his instructions 
aid not extend to it. He might notice, ho 
ever, upon looking at the copy that it was 
only signed by Frank Gutschow, and not 8 

it for the Shanghai firm. He submitted, 
‘therefore, that defendants had failed to prove 


the alleged agreement entitling them to the 
tetof aimed ai 


‘The Count asked if Mr. Bird would accept 
the authenticity of the document ; if so, the 
effect on the decision would be at once 
made Known ; but if not it would be neces 
sary to have the original from Hamburgh. 
Mr. Binp could scarcely do 0; he waa en- 
tirely ignorant of the existence of any such 
arrangement. But rather than have the whole 
case postponed, he would consent to let the 
question of set-off stand over until the original 
agreement could be procured from Hamburgh, 
and let judgment go for the bal 
oR then gave judgm 
with futerest from tho timer! liability on the 
part of defendants, at the rate of six per cent 
annum. It wasa special rule in German 
sw that no higher rate could be clai 
Further, plaintiffa could bring the other £500 
into Court at another time. * 

















POLICE COURT. 





Shanghai, 27th May, 1870. 
Before G. Jaxstesox Esq. 
Insubordination on the S. $. Rona. 

‘The 3rd officer of the Jona sued one of the 
lasears on board for being insubordinate, and 
the latter, on a cross summons, charged the 
former with assault. His Worship dismi d 
the cases, ordering the lascar to pay the 
costs of 

‘Another lascar of the same vessel th 
secuted the chief officer for assault. 
was also dismissed, prosceutor to bear costs, 

One of the above prosecutors, with two other 
seamen, charged by the Captain of the 
Rona for refusing to work, were each sen- 
tenced to forfeit six days’ pay and the costs 
of the summonses. 








28th, May, 1870. 


R. ». L. Greenvett, Sailors’ Home. 
Drank and disorderly—charge admitted, 
and a fine of $1 and costs imposed. 


R. v. Josep VarNer and Tomas Sori. 


Stealing a bag of clothes &c. 

Prisoners said they were drunk, and did not 
know what they did. 

‘MM. Sarre, ‘seaman on the “Wild Deer,” 
sworn, stated that yesterday, about ten o'clock, 
he went ashore, and about 10.20 saw Smit 
carrying a into the “Green Shades’ 
Grane Ae diets aid not know whose i 





a counter claim, why | was; but on going on board again missed hia 
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Witness returned to the “Green Shades” 
and asked for the bag ; it was gone. Applied 


bag. 


next to the police, and got aconstable to 
with him to the “Green Shades.” While 
there, Varner came in, and a man with him 
(Henry Pemberton), and they went toa Chi- 
nese pawn-shop, and found part of the clothes 
there in the bag. Several singlets and trousers 
were still missing. They had all been in the 
hag, inside a chest on board, and belonged to 
hin. 

K. D. Waicur, an apprentice, said he was 
keeping tally when the prisoners tried to leave 
the ship with a bag—the same now produced. 
‘The mate stopped them, and they went back. 
Thought this was about 11 a.a. The men did 
not seem drunk. 

Gro. WiuL1ams, bar-man at the “Green 
Shades,” deponed—Smith brought the bag 
(exactly like that in Court) to the “Green 
Shades,” and walked through the bar into the 
dining-room, and said to Missus—‘‘I want to 
Teave this bag here for a few days, till am 

to the Sai- 














aid off.” Missus advised him to 
fore’ Home. Prosecutor was in the Lar at the 
time. Witness took uo more notice ; but, in 





the afternoon, prosecutor came back saying 
ho wanted the bag. Found on looking for 
it that it had been taken away. Prosecutor 
‘went out and returned with a constable ; and 
just at that time Varner came in, and the 
Constable arrested him. Witness afterwards 
identified Smith at the station. 

urnd Nicol, P. C.—said he was sit- 
‘in the “*Greon Shades, ” talking to the 
Missus, when Smith came in' wanting to leave 
A discussion followed, in course of 
which Smith said the bag and clothes were 

he ultimately left them there under a 

Witness lost sight of them, and on 
inquiry found the things had been removed 
wy Suiith and two other men. Stayed at the 

Green Shades” till the prosecutor aud ser- 
gant came, ‘Then Varner entered with Pein- 
horton. ‘The Missus pointed out Pemberton as 
the third man who had removed the bag. 
Pemberton volunteered to show where they 
had taken it to, aud he brought them toa 
Portuguese, who said he hail bought the 
clothes but had sinee pawned them. 

¥—sworn—said, yester- 
day he was in the ‘Green Shades,” when 
Smith asked him to carry a bag, which he 
did ; and they went with it toa Portuguese, to 
whom thoy sold it for $2. Varner got the 
money. Mentitied clothes. 

JossurT, the Portuguese, sworn—Acted as 
nogotiator of a loan on the clothes. Pawned 
them for $1 and 2Rs., and gave this money 
to Varner. The men were not drunk. 

Sergeant Suavzr gave evidence as to the 
arrest, and finding the money spoken to with 
‘tho prisoners. 

Prosecutor was recalled, and asked the value 
of clothes still missing ; these were reckoned 
at 315, 

‘The prisoners were sentenced to ten weeks 
lard labour, with low diet every alternate 
aweok, andl to pay proseeutor $74 each out of 
their wages, and also jail expenses. 



























Joseeit Varser, one of the culprits in the 
case, was charged with having in his pos 
ion, nlawfully, a slung-shot. This he 
but sergeant Slater proved the offence, 
aving found it, when he arrested the prisoner 
‘on previous charge, fitted round his waist. It 
‘was the same which was handed in, The pro 
sccutor in the last ease volunteered the state- 
amont that he had seen prisoner making the 
‘weapon, on his way out. 

Sentenced to one month's imprisonment, to 
bo added to previous punishment, with the 
‘same conditions as to diet and jail expenses. 





















KR. v, J. Snes, R. Ronrnts, and J. Borrows. 
Refusal of duty. 

‘Those men, belonging to the “Rona,” were 
charged as above. “They did not deny the 
offence, but refused to return to work; and 
‘were ordered six weeks each, and to pay ex- 
peuses, . = 

une Ist, 1870. 
R. v. Atenep Banrox, drunk and incapable. 

Had nothing to say ; was ordered to pay 

$1 and costs. 








. MIXED COURT. 
25th May. 1870. 
Before H. E. Too, Taorar, and W. AN- 
NECKE Esq., Consul for the 
N.-G. Confederation. 

Scuerter Matuaxt & Co. v. Tsaxc-¥u-suNo. 
‘Mr. Cowre appeared for the Defendant, 
Plaintiffs in person. 

This was an appeal from the decision of 
Chen given in this case on the4th April. Our 
readers will remember that the Plaintiffs 
claimed Tis. 1,192.35 as the loss on 12 bales 
silk: shipped by them, on account of the de- 
fendant, and that for the defence it was plead- 
ed the silk described in the account sales did 
not correspond with the description delivered 
by the Defendant to the Plaintiffs for shipment, 
and that the goods had been sold under market 
value &c. Ci lecision was that the loss 
should be equally divided, between the Plain- 
ful, the broker, and the owner of the silk. 

*he parties were now re-examined, and the 
evidence adduced was much of the same char- 
acter as that given at the previous hearing. 

‘When the silk had been inspected, previous 
toshipment, the Plaintiffs had “eut’ Tis, 26— 
on two bales, on account of the inferiority of 
the silk, This circumstance seemed to make 
adeep impression on the mind of H. E. the 
‘Twoutai, who insisted the inference to be that 
the remainder of the silk was faultless, not- 
withstanding evidence to the contrary being 
givea by the Inspector who had examined the 
silk. 

Mr. Cunset offered to return the full com- 
missions charged in Shanghai, to the amount 
of Tis. 195, but this was not agreed to. 

‘There was considerable discussion as to the 
rights and liabilities of the parties, and even- 
tually H.E. decided that the Defendant should 
pay, within ten days, one-half of the amount 
claimed. 

‘Mr. Asxzcxx, however, did not concur in 
this judgment 

‘The hearing of the case occupied the Court 
between two and three hours. 














NAVAL COURT. 
‘Hongkong, May 17th. 
Be loss of the Ship Dunmail. 
The Court has delivered the following judg- 
ment. 

Finst.—That the British ship Dunmait, Off- 
cial Number 21,332, 771.61 tons,” was 
wrecked on the 8th May, 1870, on cer- 
tain rocks in the harbour’ of Hongkong, 
Iying N. Eby E,} E., 1,000 yards from 
Kowloon Point. “(Admiralty Chart 1,466 
—1,843 corrected to 1861.) 

Sxcoyp.—That the Master acted improperly 
jn continuing ‘his course trom the Lyes- 
moon Pass. ‘The Court is of opinion that, 
under the circumstances of the unfavor- 
able state of the weather, and the small- 
ness of the scale of the Admiralty Chart 











(No. 1,962), by which he was navigating, 
the ship should have been anchor 

‘That the lead was not used. 

—That the wind being fair, there ap- 





pes no reston why the ship should not 
wwe been kept on a mid-channel course. 
The Court, therefore, adjudges that the 
Onrtifente of Ompeteney (Extra Master No; 
15,241), eter Thompson, be suspend 
for ix toonthe trom this date, 
©. May, Ist Police Magistrate. 
HL G. Tuowsert, u-x., Harbor Master, £e. 
H. B. Gros, Unofficial Justice of the Peace. 
W. M. Giuisox, Masters, 
W. M. Lockie, Marine. 





DEPOSITION BY MASTER OF THE “ ROCKET.” 

‘The following is Captain Roper’s deposition, 
attested also by his erew, of the circumstances 
of his encounter with Arab pirates : 

I, the undersigned Alfred Roper, late mas- 
ter'of the British steam-ship Rocket, make 
oath, and say as follows 

That the Rocket, oficial No. 62,988, left Fal- 
mouth on the 23rd day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty mine, bound 
toS) i, via Suez Canal. 

‘That she’ duly arrived at Aden on January 
19th, one thousand eight hundred and seventy, 











Phere her propeller was mnshipped, with the 
intention of proceeding to ‘under eait 
only. 





That on the 22nd day of January, I called 
at the Harbour-master's office for my port 
clearance ; and at the same time, I asked the 
officer who gave it tome, if there was any- 
thing to fear irom the hostility ofthe Arabs, if 
Tanchoredin any Bay on the Arabian Coast, in 
the event of getting a gale of wind? He replied 
“By no means approach either the Arabian or 
“« African Coast too nearly ; they are inhabited 
“by a wild, lawless set of fellows, who would 
“certainly attempt to capture your small 
“vessel ; your diminutive size would be almost 
“a certain inducement for them to ¢ry it; 
“also, if you keep in mid-channel, be on your 
Squard against false lights, which are often 
‘shown by them to allure vessels.” 

‘That, having left Aden on 22nd of January, 
all went well with us till daylight on February 
15th, during which interval we had seen many 
scores of dliows, none of which attempted to 
molest us, or we them, 

‘That, at 6.30 a.m. on Febrnary 15th, Mr. 
Magrath, my chief mate, came hurriedly’ into 
my cabin, exclaiming “come on deck imme- 

iately ‘sir ; there are two very large dhows 
which have been hovering round us since 
«daylight, and now that they are dead to 
“windward of us, have just put up their 
“helms, apparently with the intention of 
“boarding us; be quick, for they are filled 
“with men standing up read} 
‘board of ‘8, and they’ are elo 

I was very’ unwell at the time ; but I im- 
mediately left my bed, and having gained the 
deck, at once perceived that the chief mate's 
report was, unhappily, too true. No time 
was to be ‘lost; I at once hailed the near- 
est dhow, and ‘also waved my hand for him 
to keep clear of us, but in vain, My crew by 
this time were all on deck, arming themselves 
with fire-arms, crow-bars, harpoons, &c., oF 
with anything which first eame to hand ; 
our total armament consisted of three Snider 
rifles and four revolvers. I seized one of the 
Sniders and fired a ball across the bows of 
the nearest dhow, and continued my gestures 
for them to alter their course. ‘These warnin; 
they totally disregarded ; and I had no alter- 
native but to order my men, in self-defence, 
to fre into the crowd on their decks, “This wa 
accordingly di t til sy most persis 
tently came on and after we had fired’ about 
forty rounds into the densely-packed mass of 
human beings on their deck, a lucky shot 
divided the rope which held up their enormous 
latteen sail, and it came thundering down, 
completely concealing the men from our view. 
Secing this, the other dhow immediately fow- 
ered his sail, and we got away from them as 
fast as the light wind would permit us ; having 
ceased firing upon them, as soon as their pure 
suit of us ceased. They remained with their 
sails down for about two hours, by which time 
we were four miles apart from cach other ; 
and they then re-hoisted their sails and steered 
to the west, towards the Red Sea, while we 
continued our course to the eastward. [ 
estimate the number of men on board each 
dhow at seventy-five—my total, crew num. 
bered twelve men. 

I furthermore most solemnly declare, that 
the aforesaid two dhows had ino tlags flying, 
either of nationality or distress, neither did 
they attempt to communicate with the Rocket 
by a small boat, which they would probably 
have done, had they actually been in distress 
for water or provision; furthermore, their own 
coast of Arabia was in sight, distant only 
Shout two miles, where all their wante, (Gf 
any) could have ‘been supplied from the town 
of Atab. 

This occurrence took place in lat, 15° 9’ N. 
and long. 51° 38° E., or about 150 miles to the 
south-west of Muscat, and about 400 miles 
to the east of Aden. 

On the 26th March, the Rocket put into Co- 
chin, on the Malabar coast of India, for water 
and ‘provisions, when the main facts of the 
cease, as above stated, were duly communicat- 
ed to John Castor, Esq., the Master Atten- 
dant at that Port, and who thereupon took 
amy deposition of the same: a statement being 
alzo on record in the Log-book of the vessel. 

Azrep Rorer, 
Late Master of the Steam-ship Rocket, 
No. of Certificate of Competency 


1, 
Sworn at Shanghai this 26th day of May, 


1870. 
Before me, 
(us) 











to jump on 
upon us.” 














G. Sasmesox, 
Acting Laio Secretary, 
‘Sapreme Court, Shanghai, 
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We, the undersigned, late officers and crew of 
the steam-ship Rocket, having heard the above 
statement read, make oath and say that it is a 
true and correct account of the occurrences. 

Tuomas C. Maonats, Chief Mate. 

Cnantes Mrtviuie, Chief Engineer. 

F. Beretxcen, 2nd Engineer. 

Fraxcis Lu.ysorc, Boatswain. 

Lawrence Gresar, Cook. 

Hexny Bosv, Fireman, 

Samven Rows, Do. 





AB. 

Do. 

sa,’ Do. 
Sworn by the ments T. C. th, 
Laurence Gremat, Henry Bond, Saauel Fe, 


aay May 16700 
Before me, 
(us.)  G. Jasmesos, 
Acting Law Secretary. 
C, Melville and F. 


‘Sworn by the 
xy of May, 1870. 


Berringer this 27th 
Before me, 
(us) G. Jasazsos. 





Miscellaneous, 








‘The Tsung. 
the Forei 
demise of 


imy 


yamén has sent a Circular to 
inisters on the subject of the 
r, Burlingame, acknowledging the 
tance of his services, and paying a grace- 
‘tribute to his memory. ‘The sum of 6,000 
Taels is to be paid to Mrs. Burlingame to be 
expended on the obsequies of her late hus- 
band, and 10,000 Tacls more for her own use, 
in token of ‘the high estimation in which 
‘Mr. Burlingame was held by the Yamén.— 
(Courier.) 





- The following is another of the local 
songs introduced, by the HankowA mateur 
Dramatic Corps, in the Burlesque “Alad- 
din” played by them in March last. Tt 
‘was, we believe, like the one we reprinted 
a few days ago, first written for a perform- 
ance of the Shanghai A. D. C. 


LITTLE UP, LITTLE CUP. 
Air.—“ Little Bird, Little Bind,” Claribal. 

Little Cup, Little Cup, nice Cup of tea 

‘Ab how nich pleasure we gather from thee ; 

Spirituous liquors are ‘wo me, 

Down with the Sherry, let us have tea, 


Fup West, Quriy len, blac at of ton 
Abs Tiow the Cha-soen do run after thee; 
‘Markee their limits whatever they be, 
‘They get unsteady at aight of new tes. 


aera up tenning Os true Capo ta 

bndpataacacon ans So: 
rome 

scandal over their to” 


‘Pwankay, Ie 
Dont they 


‘Dang’rous leaf, 
‘When sha 
Not till thei 






‘The N.-Ger. barque “G. F. Haendel,” Cay 
Saunders, left Cardiff Dec. 24th 1869, with 
1300 tons of coal forthe P. & 0. Co. On the 
29th experienced a heavy gale of wind from 
'S.W. ; afterwards favorable weather. Crossed 
the Equator Jan. 27th, 70 long. 25 W., carried 
light S.E. trades. March 3rd, lat. "42°53 S. 
Jong. 0-1 B. sighted an i about 50 feet 
high, and on the 4th, one about 60 feet high. 
Passed the meridian ‘of the Cape March 7th, 
Jat. 42.8. Off the Cape experienced a fearful 
hurricane with heavy sea, carried away the 
bulwarks, and being deeply laden were obliged 
to throw some of the cargo overboard to 
Tighten her. Passed Anger April 1]th; met 
ith, strong head winds China sea. 
‘On the Gth May lat. 11°38 N. long. 113-15 E. 
‘was in the centre of a typhoon, and was obliged 
to run before it to get clear of it; it lasted 
three days, and ship again carried away her 
bulwarks and lost several sails, and her side 
lamps; after which had strong winds and 

les to reaching the Saddles ; took pilot on 
May i jgutcd tho barque * Walton” of 

iy jue “* Iton” 
Hedeich’ had loot er jibbody main and fore: 
top-masts and top-gallant-maste in the same 
typhoon as in above report. 
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‘THE LOSS OF THE “ SLANEY.’ 


‘A.M. vessel Slaney, 301 ‘SO horse- 
ges Tee Slang, 20 te Se 
Pree 


in for Hongkong on 
Tah apee Tst0, “A Chinese servant arsed 
at He on the 23rd May with the 
news of her total loss on the 16th May, 
after experiencing very heavy weather, and 
having lost her masts and boats, &c., some 
days before. Of a complement’ of 81 per- 
Mr” 


all are reported to be lost except 
Milton, gunner; 1 corporal R. M. 
L. L, 1 ship’s cook, 1 quartermaster, 1 seaman, 
and "4 Chinese. ‘The remainder, including 
Lieut.-Com. Elwyn, Naval Sub.-Lieut. Robert 
S. Evatt, and Assistant-Si William F. 
Ryall, and 42 seamen marines were 
drowned in ing to swim to shore. The 
Chinese servant (a very intelligent man) who 
‘has arrived at Hongkong, has in 
HL M.S. Salamis to the scene of the wreck. 
‘The Salamis is in charge of Captain W..N. W 
Hewett, V.C., and the Adventure, i 
J. Raby, V.C., has also 
racel group, to act in concert with the Salamis 
for the relief of the survivors. Both these 
ships left Hongkong shortly before eunset last 
3. 


Phe ship Caractacus is also to 
have been wrecked on the Paracel group, in 
fhesame neighbourhood asthe Slaney, and Her 
‘Maj il ford eve assistance to 
the ‘distressed samen of this’ or any other 
wrecked vessel.—Daily Press. 


iH. 
tothe Pa- 


‘When taking cursory glance at the list 
of vessels loading for i, we looked 
back to about the comparative date of last 





“ Not very lor 
i by the Monies 


year, and we find the following difference 
in vessels recorded as having sailed. 
1869. 1870. 
1 0 
21 8 
1 0 
1 1 
1 oO 
28 21 
8 6 
2 1 
2 0 
5 1 
13 | 
0 1 
86 40 





‘We have seldom noticed a more remark- 
able faculty for misrepresentation, than the 
Japan Mail has lately shown, in regard 
to Shanghai. A short while ago, it declared 
our beef execrable, and our mutton al- 
most unfit for food. Now, it has discover- 
ed that we were starved for a week, during 





our with the creaking wheel-bar- 
rors. “We reprint the paragraph, which 
speaks for itself. 


ago an order was issued 
Council in Shanghai to 
revent the Chinese from driving wheel- 
Parrows with ungreased wheels. ‘The noise 
made by these barrows was to the last de- 
gree irritating ; the more they creaked, the 
more the Chinese enjoyed the sound, and 
the more the barrows irritated the foreign- 
ers. At last the patience of the settlement 
could endure it no longer, and a vigorous 
onslaught was made upon the offending 
unieycles by the Municipal authorities. 
The Chinese rebelled against the regula- 
tion, and for aweek not a pea, or a cauli- 
flower, a chicken or lettuce was to be ob- 
tained. It wasa oa case of barring 
out. ‘Grease your wheels, or remain out- 
side” was the cry on the one hand. “Our 
‘own music or your starvation” was the res- 
onse, on the other. The residents were 

» they grew as thin as tobacco pipes, the 
settlement was threatened with scurvy, peas 
were unobtainable at ten taels a quart, tins 





of as] were bartered ucsinst their 
weight in silver, and the comniunity, like 
heroes—and heroines—stood out like the 
protestants at Londonderry. The Chinese 





saw that it was no use, greased their wheels, 
brought in the socustomed and_weleome 
vegetables, oxygen-absorbit 

tenves of the residente’ were satisfied, ore 


‘bon went to ten discount, and from that 
time to this not a creaking wheel has been 
he in the “ model settlement.” 

THe “ Rocker.” 


(Times of India. ) 

An extraordinary incident has occurred in 
the Indian Ocean. ‘The steamer Iocket, en 
route for China, via Suez Canal, had left Aden, 
and was shaping its course for Galle. Two 
“buggalows,’ or ‘dhows’ (small native craft) 
were seen to make for the Rocket, ani Captain 
Roper, jumping to the conclusion that they 
were pirates, took measures accordingly. Now 
Captain Roper is evidently not a mano be 

i with, as the unfortunate natives in the 
dhows discovered to their cost. Captain Ro- 
perabbors even the appearance of evil, and 

wing, perhaps, never seen a dhow before, he 
thought such quaint-looking craft could be 
none other than the scourges of the sea of 
which he has read in books. It may be, too, 
that the people on board those mysterious 
craft were not acquainted with Maryatt’s code 
of signals, nor even with the Commercial—a 
circumstance which, to the well-regulated 
mind of the captain of the could not 
be otherwise than horribly suspicious. Itmay 
be, also, that, suspicion once aroused, Captain 
Roger and his men eagerly helped each other 
to descry figures like death's heads and cross- 
‘bones on the ill-favoured dhows—a discovery 
which could not but have made the stoutest 
heart melt for the moment, till the Sniders 
and brass guns were got into play. “Nous 
sommes perdus mes enfants,” probably ejacu- 
lated the Captain ; and it is easy to imagine 
the rapidity with’ which bullets were sent 
whizzing through the “pirate” rigging, or 
past the devoted heads of the helmsmen.” Tt 
‘was a terrible half-hour ; but the valour of the 
Rocket's men secared them the victory. This 
is one side of the picture ; now look we at the 

About the time the Rocket left Aden, two 
dhows left Bombay for Muscat. ‘They belong- 
ed to peaceful Banians, British subjects, and 
were freighted with ‘merchandise, Fortune 
did not favour them with a fair wind outside 
the harbour: they hada succession of light 
winds and calms. So their supply of water 
became exhausted, and the crows were suffer- 
ing from thirst. ‘They had for some days 
been looking in vain for a vessel from which 
they might beg enough water to last them till 
they reached the coast. The Rocket was the 
first within hail, and the crews did their ut- 
most toattract the attention of those on board. 
Captain Roper saw them soon enough, and 
gave them more than they wanted. He thought 
they thirsted after blood, and he gave them 
shower of lead, wounding, if not killing, seve- 
ral. Even a boat with only two men in it was 
valiantly fired at. The buggalows reac 
Muscat at length; and Major Way, British 
Consul there, saw the wounded men, and, 
Tearned their story. He will be interested in 
knowing how the desperate fight came about. 
Of course Captain Roper acted under a misap- 

shension ; but how he could have harboured 
the belief he entertained is inexplicable, Cap- 
tain Roper may have for some time been short 
of water himself. 



































And the Indian Ocean is 


in “‘drouthy” latitudes, my countrymen. 





PASSENGERS. 

Anriven.—Per M. I. Str. “Phase” from 
Hongkong—Mr. and Mrs. Scheibler, Mr. and 
Mrs."Le Cas, Mr. and Mrs. Thomason, Messrs. 
Vilign, Ottor, Gordes, Leroy, Scheizer, Pallut, 
Gosia’ Rougelon, and Capt, Hummel. | Pet 
“Shanse” from’ Chefoo—Messrs.  Westall, 
Lambert, and Ellis. Per “Kiang-loong” From 
Hankow—Messrs. Dent, Telge, and Roder- 
walt, From Chinkiang—Mr. Canny. 

Derantep.—Per P.M.S. ‘ Oregonian” For 
Nagasaki—Messrs. Sordes, and James. For 
Hiogo— 





Mr. Peltzer. For Yokohama—Mr. 
Dyer. Per “Szechuen” For Tientsin—Two 
Noslon-riea, 
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IMPORTS—SUNDRIES, 

‘On the 28th May we published our interme- 
inte edition. The Fronch mail of the 16th 
April arrived on Sunday the 20th, with tele- 
grams to 9th May, since when we have ad- 
vices per Grant's ‘Kiachta line to 10th May, 
reporting a very firm Silk market, with No. 3 
chop Silks 92s, but a quiet Tea market. The 
Import market, to which special reference is 
imate below, has continued’ very inactive and 
dull; and the accounts both from the North 
and the river continue unsatisfactory. The 
‘opening of the Tea market for Kiukiang Teas 
we advised in our last ; since when we have 
Hankow advices to 27th’May, from which we 
Jeam that the market is fatty opened, and 
that nearly all the fine ‘Teas have found 
buyers at advanced prices on opening rates ; 
the highest prices being Tis. 43.5 per picul 
for Tock Pow 880 }-chests. The Ningchow 
‘Teas are considered equal, if not superior to 
last year’s. ‘The Oopack ‘Teas-are also up to 
ast year, with fower “tarry chops,” Ooanfas 
are said to be purer than last season. The 
settlements appear to consist in 31,790 chests, 
34,450 d-chests, 5,740 boxes, of which Messrs. 
Gordon Brothers seem to have settled 13,050 
packages. The Silk market has also opened, 
and we find some 1,000 bales Lave come to 
hand, nearly the whole of whieh have been set- 






tled:” No. 3} and lower Tsatlees range from 
580 to 500 


, common Karshing Taysaams 
‘Ts, 420 a 410. For Red ‘Pencosk ‘Tis. 550 
has been offored ; crop estimated at 40,000 
Bales. 

‘The American mail, of tho 5th April from 
New York, and 30th April from San Fran- 
cing, comes in as we go to pres 

Both the P. & O. and Messageries Imperiales 
Companies have reduced their rates of freight 
for Silk. ‘The price will now bo Tis. 
ewt, to London, and Tis, 8 per evt. to Mar 
seilles. 

‘The arrivals have consisted in—on the 29th 
May, Thyatira, Huntley Castle, and John R. 
Worcester, London. 30, Miss Kilmansegg, New- 
castle, N.S, W. BI, Cutty Sark, ‘London, 
G. F. Handel, Cardiff, and Anna, Hamburgh. 
‘The departures confined to coasters. 

‘The P. & 0. Company advertised a steamer 
to go direct to London through the Suez Canal, 
but the’ advertisement has been withdrawn, 
‘The S. 8, United Sercice isto load at Hankow. 
for London direct, vid Suez Canal, at current 
rates: Passongors, £60 each first class, which 
is a move in the right direction, Holt’s line ad- 
vertise for ‘Teas from Hankow. Lf 68 days, 
£8 por ton, if 75 days, £7, if over 75 days, 
£6,103, 

A further recovery of dollars from the 
Hamilla Mitchell has’ been made. 

ie weather is becoming warm, luckily a 
breeze as yet tempers the heat. 

‘The National Bank of India have appoint- 
ed a Mercantile Company here agents, but 
general business hasnot hitherto been under- 
taken. Dollars decline. 

PIECE GOODS.—A. variety of causes have 
lately conduced to check business. ‘The na- 
tives are now passing through a sort of 
monetary crisis, and great difficulty is being 
experienced by the native Bankers in raisin; 
the Sycee to meet their liabilities It is saic 
that interest at the rate of 9% and even 12 
per month for daily loans has ‘been paid, an 
although the settling day, when these periodi- 
‘eal crises usually terminate, occurs on 4th in- 
stant, it is not expected that the present pres- 

re will be much lightened until the Tea 
and Silk markets have been fairly opened, 
and money thereby becomes more abundant. 
The last advices from Tientsin are of crops 
almost ruined from prolonged drought, and of 
general depression ; and the nature of ‘those 
from the river is not much more encouraging. 
In addition to these we have to record in- 
creasing stocks, and late telegrams of an 
gnormous expoit of Plain Cottons from home. 
‘The following are ‘the arrivals from Europe, 
with manufactured goods, since our last issue, 
viz. “Huntley Castie,” “John R. Worees- 
ten.” “Mexicana,” “Weymouth” © Whine 
fell,” «White Adder,” “ Wild ‘Deer, and 
*« Cutty Sark,” and two or three more may be 
looked for any day. 

Grey Suinmvos, “of the mediam weights, 
have been saleable in small lots at aslight con- 
cession to buyers. ‘The light and heavy makes 
have'been very difficult to place, and our quo- 
‘tations for them are to a great extent nominal. 

















The stock of Grey Shirtings on 31st ultimo, 
exclasive of supplies brought by the above 
ships, and the Lauderdale, whose cargoes have 
not yet been circulated, we estimate at about 
400,000 pieces. 

‘Wurre Suirrixos.—A small business in 
these at previous rates is reported. Stocks, 
81,000 pieces. 

T-Cuorns.—The best kinds of 7-Ib. Mexi- 


cans were in demand daring the early 
part of the fortnight, and large transactions 
took place ; but the anxiety of holders to sell 


checked any tendency to improvement in 
value. The enquiry was ostensibly for Tient- 


sin, but the Custom’s Returns shew small 


clearances for that port, which is accounted 
for by the gloomy advices, from thence, and 
the great ‘scarcity of money here. In the 
medium and common descriptions very little 
Thas.been dene, and. the market closes quiet 
and weak, Stocks 1,120,000 pieces. 

Danis are again rather easier, and the ten- 
dency of the market still favors buyers. 
Stock of all kinds 350,000 pieces. 
mw lange sale to natives of mixed 

.0ps, English goods, at Tis. 2.30 per piece, 
proportions woull indicate returning sonidleuss 
In this fabric. A considerable quantity of 
Jeans has gone into consumption during the 
month, and their cheapness seems to be gain- 
ing for them the place of heavy Shirtings aud 
‘T-Cloths among the people. Stock, 10,000 

ieces. 

PiGunerixcs.—Few sales are recorded, but 
prices ‘are unchanged, and holders are’ very 
irm. Stock, sold and unsold 9,200 pieces. 

Fascy Corroxs.—The market generally is 
worse. A heavy sale of Geutian Shirtings, at 
‘Tis. 2.40 per piece, and some forced transac- 
tions in Chintzes are the chief features of the 
fortnight. Blue Handkerchiefs of goo patterns 
are still wanted, but the enquiry for the other 
kinds of Fancy Cotton Goods ‘is of a trifin 
character. ‘The following are the estima 
stocks of a few of the chiof staples of Fancies— 
Brocaies, almost nil. Handkerchiefs 51,000 
ozen. Chintzes 195,000 pieces. Velvets and 
Velveteens 85,000 pieces. ‘key Reds 23,000 
pieces. Muslins nil. Dimities 18,000 pieces. 

Wooutss.—Long Ells have been attractin, 
more attention, For favorite Chops and good 
asgortinent, prices are firmer, and in some in- 
stances higher; but ordinary Chops have not 
been wanted. ‘C P H assorted are quoted 
Tis. 5.80 @ 5.85 per piece, but holders 
ae firm for an advance, Hi Ht Scarlets are 
regaining their former position, Tis. 6.1.0 

plese having, been Trepeatedly. refused 
for them during tho past week. — Camlets, 
Lastings, Crapes, and Spanish Stripes have 
heen neglected.’ A sale of Figured Orleans, 
of finest quality and patterns, at a reduced 
rate is reported; and generally the market 
for Woollen manufactures continues in a most 
unsatisfactory state. Stocks are Long Ells 
118,000 pieces, Camlets 44,000 pieces, Lastings 
13,000 pieces, | Luatres, “plain and figured 
75,000 pieces, Crape Lustres 63,000 pieces. 

‘The following memo. of sales since last mail 
left, is given for what it is worth. Not much 
reliance can be placed on it as a criterion of 
the business done, the system of collecting 
information of this’ nature hitherto in vogue 
being so very defective. 









Handkerchiefs 
Turkey Reds. 
Velvets 

Damasks 






~B ya. 0.49 to 


» 05.0 ,, 
» O45 5 
» 0495, 


» 0505, 
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Sky Biae 
Brown .. 








Lose Euts, C.P.— 








White 
Parple 
Black. 
Sky Blue 


Brown 





P pe. 4.00 to 4.1.5 
» 260, 280 


ww 825, 385 








Parple 
slack. 
Sky Blue 
Brown. 
Lavender 
Mauve % + 45.0 

STRAITS PRODUCE.—During the last two 
weeks, money has heen very scarce, and in- 
terest amongst the native Banks and exchange 
shops high, causing holders of cargo to be an- 
xious sellers, but in very few instances finding 
buyers. 

Saray axp Saxpatwoon—aA few parcels 
of the former have found. buyers for local con- 
‘sumption ; in Sandalwood nothing is doing. 

Perrer.—Owing to the demand for the 
river ports having ended, prices for White and 
Black have declined fully 5 mace per picul. 

‘Tix.—Nominal quotation Ts. 25. 

SUGAR.—From the river ports we have 
rather depressed nows, the stocks being 1 
and demand small. ‘The Imports are White 
11,818 piculs, and Brown 21,785 ; and the Ex 
pots are White 6,173, and Brown 5,4$4. 

METALS.—Inox.—Literally nothing has 
becn done since we last reported under this 
head. ‘The market continues exceedingly quiet, 
and quotations are merely nominal. 

Lesp.—As predicted, heavy arrivals have 
caused a still further depression ;and common 
chops have changed hands at 4.20 and 25. 
For L. B. thereare a limited number of buyers 
at4.35, The market closes very weak. 

FREIGHTS.—No_ business in’ homeward 
freight has as yet been done. Some 13,000 

tea arrived yesterday from the river, 
Err sale on native account.” ‘The following 
vessels are on the berth, and ask £4 per ton: 
Argonaut, Eliza Shaw, Ethiopian, Forward-ho, 
John R. Worcester, Serica, Undine, Weymouth, 
Whinfell, Coasting trade quite’ stagnant— 
the highest rate obtainable for Newehwang 
and back being from 14 to 15 conts. 

EXCHANGE.—Rates have advanced a 
penny, with a fair amount of business doi 
Pros ray about Id. lower than at. come 
rative mail of last year, Bank Bills 6 months? 
sight 6s. Ojd. a 6s. O40.’ First class credit to 
Banks 6s. 1d. Private and documentary 63, 
1d. @ Gs. 1d. On Paris Banks 7.574. "Pri- 
vate 7.65. Bombay 312 a 313. London drawn 
accepted 314. Calcutta 312 a 313. London 
drawn accepted 315. Hongkong demand 243, 
Private 15 day's sight 25}. Mexican dollars 


‘Tis. 75.60 per 100. 
TREASURE —lmported since Ist January 
‘Tis. 10,592,508. Exported 7,315,301. 
QUOTATIONS, DUTY PAID IN 
SHANGHAI SYCEE. 

‘Tis. 75.60 equat Mex. $100. 
COTTON PIECE GOODS: 
G, E. Gury Suretines, 

38 yds. 39 in. 7Ib: 










» 360, 8.7.5 
















































Time, Tmo. 
B pe. 1.9.5 to 2.0.0 








8h to Sk Ibe. » 225, 230 
‘Qibs. » 23.5 ,, 2407 
9g Ibe. » 268 », 29.0 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





416 The 2. 


Berald and S. €. & C. Gasette. Tune 2, 1970. 





"GLE. Ware Sumrses. 
































































































Malwa Pat 
40 yas, 3610. 52 reed... pe. 195, 198 chests. chests 
zg - ror ‘Remaining Stock May 19th, 1870 3,372 1,142 
235 v 236 | Rice Imports since last Stock 1,565 | 45 
£0 285 | Arracun and Rangoon ...¥pl. 3 cae ae 
2405 2551 Sim, Carco “4 2 TO | ses Total. 4,997 1,187 
REDoR SEITE omen ANS BRO] SE, a te * | Batre “Bi 3s 
: . Isibs...per piece 35.0, 3.65) Pilsen iis Estimated Stock June 2nd, 1870 3,976 "902 
good to fiue...... , 15.0 
Cheese - Bh 
japan 3. 
: sabe. EXCHANGE AND BULLION, 
y 14a 15tbs. per piece 3.2.0 Black, Swatow & Amoy...Ypl. 3.4.0 ,. im. 
Excrist Jeans, » Formosa .. 260 Business has been more active, and the season 
Exousu Suerth » Brown, Hainan | 3.20 may be considered as opened.’ Sterling rates 
Doren Dnriis,— Formoxa & Amoy 2.9.5 are steady at 6s. 4, for Bank, and 6s. 1d. 
BOinch. 40 Swatow 3.1.0 private bills. On India one Bank sold a fair 
Doren Jraxs Canton 3.2.0 Amount at 315 for 31 dayy sight 5 buying, on 
80 inch. 30 y Mirnila. 320 the other hand, at 3 days at $12.” Hongkong 
‘T-Crorn: White, common to fair. 4.0.0 prices irregular, 244 to J; and private 25). 
2 medium 5.00 lars nominally lower, but actually not ob- 
5 tainable at 75.50. 
t On London— Per Tael. 
rn Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight 6s. 0d. @ Gs. 04d. 
4 Credit 2 and other? OF OF OH OF 
e jocumentary and other 
Baxpteasaiers, Bln 4 Bills, 6 months’ sight...6s. 1d. @ 6s. 1d. 
‘Ware FiGcrepSuitixes tye. 0 On Paris fos. 7-574 
ye as 0 + 3 4 
Baie k Formosa .. fes. 7.65. 
oo 410 ae means Bank Bills, 3 days’ sight...Rs. 312 @ 313. 
Dantaske, 46.0 = ok ne peer 2 
Gxmiax Summix: 1 2404. 27.0 Bank: Billy) 3:days' sigit.--He 312 @ 31%, 
Curxtz— 7p | , QPIOM—Malret.—The market has been 2 i 
“Assorted 7.0 | dull, during the formight—the demand from So 
Bhuc 40 | the ‘outports being weak, and’ money dear. 
een an We quote old drug Tis. 480, and new Tis. 475. Buuuos. 
Tenner Tinos, 34 yd 3.5 | Patna has improved, in consequence of | Gotp Bans.—Pekin, 98 touch, Tis. 166.00 per 
De. Bats 410.0 | more favourable advices frum Hongkong. We bar of 10 Tacls Shanghai weight. 
quote new Tls. 378, and old Tis, Bax Sitver.—111.50 Shanghai Taels, per 100 
Benares has participated in the improve- Taels Canton weight, 
ment, and may be quoted, Tis. 360 for new, | Mexrcax Doutans.—75.60; Carouvs.—76.50. 
and Tis, 380 for old drug, with a fair demand. | Coren Casu.—1,500 per Tael. 



















Mesuixs, 12 de. 42 in, 


Canzrrs, English— 





Sraxisn Srarpes 
‘Meprow Broap axp Haut 
Crom. 
Loxe Bus— 
Scarlet, 24 yds, HH. 
» CPR 
Assorted, HH 
~ CPH 
Lasrixes, 30 yd 
Crap Lastix: 
Crarr Lvstnes, 
OnLEsaxs— 
Figered, 30 yds. 
Pinin, 30 yds. 
Inox— 
Nail Rod small sizes 





“ppl. 230 











Fair to good assortments, , 2.10 
Hoop - 200 
Flutand Round 

Trap 

‘Try Phares 


Rarraxs— 
Straits, common, 
Banjermassing 

Sarax Woop— 
3 pieces weighing 1 pel. 
Gaz» 

Saxpax Woop— 

Best picked... 
South Sea 
Malabar .. 

Maxenove Banx— 


Ppl. 285 a 
173, 





2.0.0 


Bpl. 380 ,, 
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EXPORTS, 


TEA.—Brack —There have been no transactions since ourlast. Stock 1,200 chests. 

‘The market for New Season's Tea was opened at Hankow on tho 19th May, by the 
purchase of Ningchows at from Sh. Tis. $8.4 43} ; subsequently, an active demand existed 
until the 24th May, when the market was reported quiet. We give fuller details below ; 
and as regards the quality of the crop, so far as we can judge from the small musters 
hitherto received, we consider many of the Ningchows exceptionally fine, though wanting 
in strength in some cases. We can hardly speak with confidence of the quality of the 
Oopacks and Oonfas, as but few musters have reached us; on the whole, however, we 
venture to say that the crop generally will prove superior to that of last year. 


Greex—Nothing to report, and figures are without change. With respect to the 
new crop, Pingsuoys are expected here in about two weeks time, but of Teas from other 
districts it is, as yet, too soon to give reliable information, though of course native 
reports are numerous. 











Haxxow.—On the 19th May the market was opened by the purchase of about 20,000 
4-chests of Ningchows (represented by musters from Kinkiang), and up to the 24th May 
an active business was prosecuted at higher rates. A small demand existed also for 
Oonfas and Oopacks, the total settlements being as follows :—Ningchows about 30,000 
Achests. Oonfas, Oopacks, &c. 16,000 chests. 


Prices paid have been:— 
Ningchows 


Shanghai Taels 38 a 43} or 2s. 2d. a 2s. 5d. 
Oonfas 


Hankow Taels 31a 32 or 28 Id. 2s 2 
Oopacks ran 30a 32 or 2s. 0d. a A 
Our last dates from this port are only'to the 24th May, when it was reported that 


a decided pause hud taken place, and that Teamen were willing sellers at a decline of 
Ti. 1a Ts. 2 per picul. 


Kivxrane.—As yet no advices are to hand, but we look for some hourly. 

Onr Export figures are unchanged, and may be taken as final for Season 1869-1870, 
with the exception of one cargo to New York, which will appear in our next and close the 
export to America. + 























Export to Great Britain isas under— 1869-70 1868-9 
Brack. 59,728,699 Tbs. 60,591,222 Ibs. 
Gaees "10,928,713 10,209,442 ,, 
Total. "70,057,412 Ibs... 70,800,664 Ibs. 
Export to United States— 1869-70" 1868-9 
Bi 273,487 Ibs. 171,733 Ibs. 
18,973,957 5, 19,173,663 ,, 





. 19,247,444 Ibs. 19,345,396 Ibs. 
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Export to Canada— 
Brack. 
Gnegs 


Total. 











1869-70 1868-9 

70,867 Ibs. nil. Ibs, 
175,141 ,, 445,306, 
246,008 Ibs. 445,356 Ibs. 





Postscript. Since the above was in type, we have received advices from Hankow and 
el; 





Kinkiang, to 28th and 30th May respecti 


J ‘i 5 
At prices showing in some cases a decline of Tis. 3 a4 per picul, a considerable business 


had been transacted in Oonfas, Oopacks, Cheong. 


u-kais, &c. Ningchows had apparently 





ceased to attract much attention, and’ the 15,500 }-chests in stock are reported to be of 


second class quality. 


‘The total settlements from 19th to 27th May are now given as:— 





Ningehi 32,000 $-chests at Shanghai Taels 38 a 43} 
Oonfas . at Hankow Taels 28 a 32 

Oopacl 46,000 chests » » 22.4 35k 
Oonahms ” 22a 23h 


‘At the same date last year, the settlements were:— 


Ningchows ... 








5,000 d-chests at Shanghai Taels 354 a 39% 


at Hankow Taels 30 « 31} 


Oonfas 
Qopacks ~ «. 58,000 chests { ” » «22 a3t 
gence | ” » -2ha 26 


Presont stocks are estimated at 15,500 half-chests Ningchows and 77,000 chests of 


Hankow Teas. - 


‘As rogards the quality of the erop, the remarks made in the body of our report 
appear terbe confirmed ; 4t is very evident that there is little or no admixture of old 


leaf, and this must be regarded as a favorable feature. 

‘The rates of Freight last quoted from Hankow are £7 per ton for steamers (with 10s. 
per ton extra for first arrivals), and £6 for favorite clippers. 

Krvx1aNo.—A fow small settloments of Ningchows had been made at rates equivalent 
¢o those ruling in Hankow, but the bulk of the ‘I'eas from this port had thus far been 


disposed of in Hankow. 


Stock 18,000 }-chests Ningchow ; 700 chests Hokow. 








SILK.—The season of 1869-70 is now 
closed, and we refer to the annexed 
tabular statement of opening prices, with 
their comparative value in London during 
tthe past eight seasons. 

New Season.—Small hank musters of 
new season's Tantlees were shown on the 
v4th ultimo. They were of good (though 
somewhat tinged greenish) color and qua- 
lity, but full in size, and compared fa- 
vorably with last season's samples. New 
season's Silk in bulk has been arriving 
during the past few days; and supotion to 
date are estimated at fully 1, bales, 
ghietly composed of Lingho, Songling and 
Hochow Tsatlees, 2 few Taysaams and 
very few Hninings. For these first ar- 
rivals there has existed a brisk competi- 
tion, and about 650.a 700 bales have been 
settled, and the market has in consequence 
‘opened at unprecedentedly and dangerou 
ly high rates. ‘The bulk of the settlements 
consist of Tsatlees, market No. 3) and 
Jower, from the various districts mentioned 
abe 3 and these have found buyers at 
prices ‘ranging from Tis. 500 a 580 per 
picnl. Common Karshing Taysnams have 
realized Tis. 410 a 420 per picul; Chin 
Cum Tis. 425 @ 440 por picul ; Hangchow 
Tsatlee Tis. 475 ; and for ‘‘ Red Peacock” 
{of which chop only 4 muster bales are yet 
to hand) Tis. 530 are reported to_have 
been offered and refused; Tls. 555 per 
picul are demanded. Only ‘very few bales 
of. chop Silk have been received, and i 
said that Tis. 620 have been offered with- 
‘out success, but general suppli are look- 
ed for in time for the French mail to leave 
in about a week hence, when prices will 
probably be rather easier. It is yet too 
early to speak definitely of the quantity of 
we shall receive for Export, but the 
Chinese are unanimous in asserting their 
belief that we shall not. receive more than 
Inst year, and probably no more . than 
40,000 bales, but until the second crop is 
gathered this matter must remain in abe- 
‘yanee, 

We are indebted to Holdsworth’s Silk 
Circular, for the following: 

Resumé of Season 1869-1870. 
‘Ox the second day of June 1869, we issued 
‘our resumé of Season 1868-69, which show- 
ed an Export of 46,750 bales against 41,500 
bales for previous year. The market at 






































that date had been opened in the Interior 
by the purchase of 
‘Tontlees, similar to 
(Lion chop), at the equivalent of Tis. 480 
Ber Picul, laid down in Shanghai 

renoock at Tis. 460; and Nos. 1 & 2 Fat- 
mow’s chop Hainings at ‘Tis. 490; but at 
these rates the business at first was con- 
fined to purchases made by local manu- 
facturers. Subsequently, however, business 
was commenced on this market, and about 
4,500 bales were settled up to 3lst July; 
at which date, owing to receipt of advices 
from Europe’ reporting a considerable in- 
crease in the Continental erop, prices de- 
clined say Tis. 1015 per picul for all 
good classes, and Tis. 20 a 35 for medium 
and common kinds,—though true classic 
Silks showed little or no change, being 
saleable at Tis. 540 560 per picul. By 
the end of July, our settlements had in- 
creased to 10,600 bales, of which more than 
one-third consisted of medium to low 
Teatlees ;—prices had ruled irregularly, 
but closed at Tis. 500 for best chop Thirds, 
Tis. 515 for “ Flag” (No. 34), and Tis. 433 
for No. 2 and ls. 415 for No. 3 Karshing 
‘Taysaam. At this period fears of a short 
China crop were entertained, and the in- 
feriority of arrivals tended to confirm 
these apprehensions. A good demand now 
existed for low and medium Tsatlees and 
Taysaams, which were being puchased at 
irregular tates. In August, owing to the 
low rate of Exchange ruling (53. 10}. a 
5s, 109d. Bank Bills), Silk was in request 
for romittances, and at the end of this 
month total rettlements reached 16,600 
bales, including a fair amount on Chinese 
account. Complaints were now made of 
mildew and inferior packed Silks, and re- 
jections were of daily occurrence, Prices 
had been very irregular, owing to the exten- 
sive Native shipment business, Chops and 
best classes showing an advance of Tls.5a 
10 per picul, while common and medivm 
classes remained unchanged. The unsold 
siock had increased to 7,000 bales, amongst 
which were many parcels of mildewed and 
very inferior Silk; which were eagorly 
offered by holders. It svas now confidently 
stated that the total Export for Season 
swould not materially exceed 40,000 a 41,000 
bales. During September less business 
was transacted, and owing to considerable 
arrivals of Mexican dollars, reducing the 




















rate of this curreney fully 2 per cent, prices 
for Silk declined Tis. 10¢20 per picul 
but only for common and medium qualities 
which formed the bulk of the Stuck. ‘True 
classic and best descriptions showed nm 
change, and were quoted Ts. 570 for “Koo- 
fong-sing’s” and “Tso-ping’s” No. 3, and 
for market No. 3, Tls. 520 @ 525 per picul. 
The total settlements to date now reachec 
18,100 bales, and arrivals were coming for- 
ward freely.” The unsold Stock being es 
timated at 8,000 a 9,000 bales. Many were 
the complaints of mildewed and inferior 
packed Silks, and rejections became the 
rule. Re-reels and Throwns, owing to thei 

bad sale here, were shipped to a large ex 
tent on account of Chinese. In October 
we received more favorable and assurin; 
Telegrams, which led to large transactions 

Common and medium ‘eatlees and Tay 

sams being in good request, while bes 

and good classes were partly neglected 
Prices again advanced say 6d. per Ib 

and lower descriptions of Silk began t 
assume disproportionately high rates, Ar 

rivals were now upon rather limited scale 
and of very inferior quality. Novembe. 

was a quiet month owing to receipt o: 
adverse Telegrams from London quoting 
Chop 8 Tsatlee down to 273. 6d, Red Pea: 

cock 22s. 9d., per 1b.; and our quotation: 
consequently declined, but to no. gr. 
extent, say 20430 per picul: Tis. 555 
being the rate for best thirds, and. Tis. 10 @ 
45 less for ‘ Dragon” and “ Donkey,” and 
Tis. 450 for “Red Peacock.” During De- 
cember more business was transacted, 
caused by the more active demand and 
higher rates ruling in the European mark- 
ets, and as prices for all classes of Silk 
experienced a further decline, the demand 
became general and the current quotations 
showed the lowest point for Season 1869-70, 
purchases being made at the following 
rates, Tis. 550 for “ Koo-fong-sing” and 
“Tso-ping” Chop 3 Tsatleo; 'Tls. 470 for 
“Elephant;” Tis, 445 for “ Red Peacock;” 
and Tis. 450 for Fat-Mow No. 2, Hainin, 
All Taysaams, owing,to their being in sp 
ciel demand,’ maintained former rates. 
About 5,000 bales were settled in January, 
chiefly consisting of medium and common 
Tsatlees, Taysaams, (of all kinds) and 
Szechuens, and for these special grades 
prices advanced steadily, and February 
commenced with a very fitm -markeb 
and “high quotations, ‘ls. 585 having 
been refused for the ‘ Water mark 

chop (Koo fong sing’s). Fully 3,000 bales 
found purchasers during March at still 
higher rates, classic No.3 Tsatlee rei 
zing Tis. 590 per picul;-early in this 
month all good silks were again neglested, 
and purchases consisted of the lower kinds, 
which had still further advanced ; subs 

quently, however, favorable Telegrams 
were received from Europe quoting Chop 
No. Teatlee 31s. Od. per Ib. and market 
firm, when business became very general, 
all classes of silk finding ready sale at gra- 
dually ‘advancing rates, until best Chop 
Thirds reached ‘Tis. 600 per picul. Con- 
siderable barter transactions now took 
place, and the good demand and high rates 
tuling inducing large arrivals, tho total 
Export was expected to reach 43,000 bales. 
In the early part of April about 1,200 
bales were settled and prices had now 
reached the highest point of this Season, 
No. 3 Tsatlee finding purchasers at Tis. 
620 and Fat-mow No. 2 Haining at Tis. 
580 per picul. Rereels, owing to improved 
advices from Home regarding them, and 
the scarcity of other descriptions of Sill 
on this Market, were readily taken at 
ices varying from Tis. 560 @ 590 for 
‘satlee, and Tis. 580 to 630 for Haining 
sorts. ‘During the latter part of the month 
and throughout May, we experienced a 
dragging market at declining rates, caused 
by ‘receipt of Telegrams reporting tho 
home market “very quiet;” and our Season. 
closes with an Export of 42,64 bales, show- 
ing a decrease of 3,821 bales as compared 
with Season 1868-1869. 
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FREIGHTS 


FROM SHANGHAI DURING THE PAST FORTNIGHT. 
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HANKOW, MAY 27, 1870. 
IMPORTS. 


__ The Inst issue of this report, was on the 18th 
, advising a dull warket, and the same 
geueral depression as characterised the in- 
terval now under review. 





Gury Surmrrxes— 
7 tbs... 


8b 
Sto 


Warrs Suiatines— 
56 to 60 reed 
64 to 66 
68 to 72 5, 


T-Crorus— 32 in. wide. 
82 ow 
3 on 







2.2.0 » 23.0 
28.5 ,, 25.0 










English, 40 yd 
Hawpxencurers, Brown 

Blue. 
Srorrep Suratixas— 


White .. 
Dyed, Assorte 


"P pe-2.8.0 ,, nom- 
wy 2.9.0 5, 8.0.0 








Brocapes— 
White 
Dyed, Assorted . 

Daxasks— 
White 
Dyed, 

cater, Assorted .. 

Venvers— 

18 in, Black sss. 
22 in. Black 

Onreans Cromm— 
Figured 

Curva Cnaras 





nn 215 » 225 
a 

















Woourens: 








Habit Cloth 
Trond Cloth ¥ 
Camlets, English, "Ppe 12.7.0t013.2.0 
» 116.0 12.0.0 
Common 5, 10.4.0 10.9.5 
BBB ,, 165.0 .17.0.0 
Tastixas . ve 3) LOLS 5112.5 





Loxa Exxs 
HH Searlet 















Merats— 


pl. 4.9.0 » 6.0.0 
w» 26.5.0 ,,27.0.0 


» 17.0.0 19.6.0 
Svoin— 





















3.5.0 ,, 39.0 
fies herd 3.5.0 
fanile 4.0 4, 3.7.0 
White, No. 1... 6.6.0 5, 6.6.0 
No.2 6.2.0 5, 6.3.0 
Jaran Propvcr— 
Seaweed, Tiong n» 3.8.0 ,, 4.0.0 
| Cut. 3.0.0 ,, 5.0.0 
Isinglass 3} 24.0.0 ;,35.0.0 
Mushroos 27.0.0 5.82.0.) 
Cuttle Fis i 86.0 510.0.0 
Sreaits Propocr— 
Pepper, Black 
Pepper, » 860» 820 
Sandalwood, o » 7.00 5, 9:00 
8 ” new. » 3.3.0 ,, 3.5.0 
apan wood ,, ny 2.0.0 4, 2.2.0 
pros 
Malwa . 
Patua new 
old 


EXPORTS, 

‘TEA.—The Ningchows from Kiukiang were 
the first New Season’s Teas shown here; and 
the market was opened on the 19th inst., with 
the purchase of 2 chops at ‘Tis. 40 per picul, 
{at Ex 6/1 and Fri. £3 10/=9/94d" perl), 
mm) cient comparison the 

jority of this district over the Oopacks, 
hore quality have been eagerly 
for, the later purchases showing an 
Sdvance of 1'@ 2 Tacks.” Settlements of 
‘Teas to date (not included in the statistics be- 
low) amount to 444 chests, 3,885, half-chests, 
Brel id delivery Shanghai and is 316 
vicul for delive in ghai, anc 
Br per nical for delivery here.” Stock on offer 
15,887 half-chests, chiedy second class Teas. 

‘Of the Hankow ‘Teas, the first musters were 

shown on the 19th inst: the quality of the 











tat Spats” of Yang-low-toot 
and Nip-ca-sees was disappointing, but the 
average rot the ‘Cheong-sou-kais is about equal 


folast year. The onfss are superior, and 
the market was opened,-on the 2lst, with the 
Purchase of 2 chop from this district at Tis 
1.50 per pic ying was continued during 
the next two days at rather. firmer rates, 
but many of the recent purchases of Oopa 
show a fall of Tis. 8 @ 4 per pica, and mai the 
market closes weak for all descriptions. Buy- 
ing has shown unusual irregularity ; favorite 
chops of Oopacks and Cheong-so -kais being 
ted for amongst buyers for the Teumiae 
market at Tis. 30.00 @ 33.50 per picul. 


‘The prices paid are as follows: 


Cost at Ex. 6/1 & Frt. £3.10/-.° 
Oopacks & Cheong-sou-kais:—Finest— 





Tis. 26.00 @ 35.50% pel. 1/93 @ 2/35 ¥ ID. 
Medium to Fine— 
‘Tis. 22.00 @ 25.50 1/74 @ 1/94 


Oonfas:—Fine to Finest— 
‘Ts. 28.75 @ 32.60 Y pel. 1/11} @ 2/13 BID. 

* Shan, gate, about Tl. 6  picul be- 
ing lied for Duty, Exchange @et 


The following is a comparative statement of 
statistics to date— 





1870 1871. 1869x1870. 
chests. chests. 
Settlements.. 37,193 
Contracts. 
Stock. 
Total Arrivals... 117,079 








The following are quotations for the other 
articles of Export :-— 













Ons— “mse. 
Sow-yow, ‘Ptub 6.6.0 to6.4.0 
Hongkong-yow,54 entties 
Pa-Tong-yow 
Chayow 


Tattow 
Foxocs 








% 609 ,, 10.00 
20.0.0 ,, 95.0.0 


» 38.00 ,, 44.00 
v7.0.0 4, 41.0.0 
» 580,, 64.0 





» 9.0.0 ,, 11.0.0 
» 7104, 84.0 


»» 58.0.0 ,, 67.0.0 





‘ent discount. On Hongkong, Bui 
26} per cont discount. On Lond 
demand, 65. 0}4. per tacl, 6 m. . 
per tael, Credits, Gs. 34d. per tacl. Interest 
‘on short Loans 12 per cent per annum. 


GOLD Quotations are—Leaf, ‘Tis. 
taels weight of 98 touch. 


‘Tis, 0.65 per 1,000. 


:—The rate per steamer to Sha 
ghai, is Tis, 6, and to Ningpo Tis. 6 per ton of 





= 











i cubic feet, 


List OF SILK SHIPPERS. 
From Ist June 1869, to 31st May, 1870. 













































Adamson, Bell and Co. 70 
Barnet and Co... 2,463 
Birley, Worthington and Co. ...... 1,587 
W. Birt: pies 
Bland, J., 320 
Blum, Brothers. ... 235 
Borneo Co. 100 
Borntraeger and Co, 545 
Bourjau, Hubener and Co. 227 
Bovet, Brothers and Co. 753 
Bower, Hanbury and Co. 1,822 
Brand, Monro and Co. 3,950 
Bradwell, Bloor and Co. 23 
Bull, Purdon and Co. 8 
Carter and Co. 17 
Chapman, King and Co. B12 
Chinese to coast Ports. 122 
Coutts and Co. 122 
Cumine and Co. 522 
Dickinson and Co. 213 
Fogg and Co. 106 
Framjee, Hormusjee and Co. 50" 
Gamwell, F. R. 1,809 
Gibb, Livingston and Co. 1,790 
Gilman and C 1127 
Glover, Dow an 221 
Gutschow and Co. 241 
Heard, Augustine, and Co. 760 
Belbling and C 866 
Hogg, Brothers 705 
Holliday, Wise and 10 
Jardine, Matheson and Co. 799 
Jarvie, John, and Co. 1,806, 
Meynard and Co. . | 20 
Milsom and Tod, . 919 
Nachtrieb, A., and Co. 1,023 
Parsees. bL 
Pustau, Win. 164 
Reid and Co. bt 
Reiss and Co. 178. 
Russell and Co. 2,559 
Remé, Wm. and Go, 773 - 
Sassoon, David, Sons and Co. 232. 
Sassoon and Co., E.D., AG 
Sayn, H. 113 
Scheibler, lfaitiael and Ca 1,073 
Seare, Essex and Co. 396 
Shaw, Brothers and Ci 1,017 
Siemssen and Co. ‘954 
Skeggs and Co, 1,801 
Smith, Archer & Co. 2 
‘Textor and Co. ... 1,524 
‘Thorne, Brothers and Co... 4,179 
‘Trautman and Co. 269 


Westall, Brand and Co.. 





The New Law of Bankruptcy. 
PAMPHLET 
summary of the New Law of Bank- 
ruptey, wih a summary or index to the 
sections of the Acts. 


containing a concise 


For sale et the N-C. Herald Otfice, 
PRICE 81. 
Terss—Coin. 
{f 2889 Shanghai, 20th April, 1870. 





* Just Published— Price One Dottar, 
7HE 
FIVE ANNUAL REPOKTS 
or THE 
Hankow Medical Mission Hospital, 
in connection with the Wesleyan “nciety, 
by F. Porter Smith, Medical Mi: 

From July Ist 1864 to June a0r! 
To be had” at the North-China ‘Herabd 
Office, Shanghai, or at the Wesleyan Mis- 
sion, Hankow. 

‘Venus—Cash, 


x (£2522 Shanghai, 1th Merch, 1:79 
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BISHOP'S 
Granular Effervescent Citrate 
of Magnesia, 
ENTRODUCED AND PREPARED BY 
ALFRED BISHOP, 
MANUFAcTERING cHEMns7, 


17 E18, Speck’s Fields, Mile End New 
Town, London, 


‘HIS perfectly white and delicately clear 


mulated preparation remark: 
able eilervescent qualities, ‘which far surpasses 
the ordinary Seidlitz Powder in its cooling, re- 
freshing, aid nul aperient properties, as wel 
as in its flavour as a salinedraught. Tt is par- 
ticularly well adapted for women and young 
children, on account of its most agreeable fla- 
vour and mild effect, 

N.B—The genine has thoname of BISHOP 
upon the Bottle, also the Name and Trade 

‘k upon the Label, and is sold in convenient 
sizes, and secured in $0 perfect a manner that 
it may be shipped with safety to any part of 
the world. 

Manufacturer also of Granulated and Effer- 
vescent Carbonate of Iron, Citrate of Iron, 
Citrate of Quinine, Citrate of Quinine and Iron, 
Carbonate of Lithia in Tubes, Citrate of Lithia, 
Vichy Salt, Seidlitz Mixture, and all other 
Granulated Preparations. 

Ix Cuaxcrny.—Cavrtox.—Biswor’s Grax- 
Lan EVFEnvescest C3rraTe oF MAGNESIA — 
‘Mr. Bisnor, having discovered that, the Label 
which he has used since 1861 was being imitat- 
¢d, recently applied to the Count or Cutascery 
for an Issvxcrioy to restrain such imitation, 
‘The injunction was immediately granted, and 
the Defendant was ordered to pay all Mr. Br- 
Suron’s Costs and destroy the Labels complain 

of. 


o-afl7ja 18 Shanghai, 17th January, 1870. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


HE leading professiunal men of England 
recommend the following popular -prepara- 
tions of Savory & Moone, who obtain 
* Silver Medal at the late Paris Exhibition, 

For Breakfast and Lunch— Pan- 
creatic Cocoa.”—Nutritious, palatable, and 
indispensable to all suffering from Indigestion, 
Debility and Pulmonary complaints. Sold in 
tins of 1 Ib. and upwards. 

Digestion is restored and perfected by the 
use of “Panereatine.” ‘This valuable natural 
product properly assimilates every kind of food 
and precludes nausea, Sold in bottles as Wine 
and in powder. 

‘Wasting Diseases.—Immediate and per- 
manent benefit is obtained by using ‘Pan- 
reatic Emulsion.” It is agreeable tothe taste, 
and assimilates all fatty substances, Cod Liver 
Oil, &e. Sold im bottles. 

Consumption.—In all cases where Cod 
Liver Oil is taken the ‘«Panereatic Emulsion” 
increases appetite, nutrition and materially 
helps the system. " Sold in Lottles. 

Asthma, &c.—In diseases of the throat 
and respiratory organs the use of “Datura 
Tatula” gives instant relief, and its good results 
are confirmed by the personal experience of 
most eminent Physicians. Sold as Cigars, Ci- 
garettes, Pastiles for inhalation, &c. 

Diarrhea, Cholera, &c.— Jeremie’s 
eciebrated Sedative and Anti-spasmodic has 
never been known to fail in the most desperate 
cases of Cholera. Sold in bottles. 

Food for Infants.—The Royal Nurseries 
are supplied with the food prepared by Savory 
& Moore. It has received the marked approval 
of eminent medical men for its untritive and 
Gigestive qualities. Sold in tins ready for use. 


SAVORY & MOORE, 


Chemists to the Queen, H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales, the Emperor Napoleon IIL, the King 
of the Belgians, &c., 


143, New Boxp Srreer, Loxpos. 
See Trade Mark on every Bottle and Tin 








the 














Sold by all Chemists, Druggists and Store- 
spers throughout the World. 
o-a-f 2600 72 Nov. 19th, 1869. 
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YARROW & HEDLEY’S : 














30 feet long, to seat 12 percor 
137 feet long, to seat 20 permous. 
43 feet long, to weat 80 persons. 


Ang of the above Steamers can b: carried on a 8 





Fall particulars forwarded on application to 








ship's deck complete and reaely for immediate ws 


YARROW & HEDLEY, 
ENGINEERS AND BUILDERS, 
ISLE OF DOGS, POPLAR, LONDON. 


Prospectuses can be obtained at the office of this Journal. 
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ELLWOoD’s 
PATEST AIR-CILAMIBER 


CORK AND FELT HELMETS 


ARE MANUFACTURED 
‘WITHOUT INDIA-RUBBER, 
and are perfectly free from the objectionable 

and dangerous qualities of al articles of clot 
made of that material when used in ‘ropical 
climates. 
SAMPLE ROOMS—98, Gracechurch Street, 
London, E.C. 
Hats, Caps, and Helmots. 
Every description manufactured at the Works 
of = 


J. ELLWOOD & SONS, 
Grear Cuartorre Street, 8.E., Loxpox, 
Contractors to the Police Forces. "Army Hel- 
mets and Caps with latest improvements. 

J. ELLWOOD & SONS’ Goods are kept by all 
respectable Traders and Storekeepers. 
CAUTION.—No Air-Chamber Hats or Hel- 
mets genuine, unless bearing “Etuwoop & 
Soxs’ ” name. 
4° Orders through Mercantile Houses carefully 
shipped. 

Tune 2nd, 1870. 


CAUTION. 


BETTS’S CAPSULE PATENTS 
Are being infringed by importation of Capsules 
made in contravention of his rights, which 
necessarily are numerous, BETTS being the 
original Inventor and Sole Maker in the United 


Kingdom. 
1, Wharf Road, City Road, Loxpox, and 
Borbeawx, Fraxce. : 


S. G. Hocknell & Co., 
ast India, China, and Japan Merchants and 


ts, 
39, New Broan Smiter, Loxpos, 2.0. 
ESSRS. 8. C. Hockxeit & Co. having a 
thorough proetcal knowledge ofthe Eng- 
lish & Foreign Markets, together with twenty 
years’ with the Indian Markets and 
the General Store trade in particular, beg to 
offer their services to English and Native Mer- 
chants of good standing, and promise not only 
that full justice shall be paid to the execution 
of all indents and consignments of produce 
entrusted to their care, but that the same shall 
be attended to with promptness and despatch. 
‘Terms of business as usual. 
Bankers: Messrs. Prescott, Grote, Cave & Cave. 
se o-a-f 32 sth March, 1870. 
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EAU DE COLOGNE. 


JOHANN MARIA FARINA, oppr 
Jiilichs Place, Cologne, Pru-sia, 
Established 1709. 

By Special Appointment, Purveyor to H.M 
G.M. Queen Vietorin, HH.M.M. the King 
of Pruseia, the En.péror of Russia, the Eme 
peror of France, II I.11: the Prince of Wales, 














&e, &e. 
Prize Medals; Loudon, 1851, 1862; Oporto, 
1865; Paris, 1867, 






8 of my nu de 
genuine) whieh ure con~ 
ly offered, induce me to ring to th 
notice of the public that all bortles cor 
ing my manufacture have affixed to them 
my trade mark, the same being a white labet 
bearing in black the seal and signature of 
my firm, as under: 

JOHANN MARIA FARINA, 

Gegeniiber dum Jiilichs Platz. 

Fou de Cologne muy be had of all the 
principal Perfumers and Druggists in Eng- 
land, or by applying direct to my under= 
mentioned address ir Cologne (Prussin), and 
Thereby caution the public against selling. 
imitations of my Inbel aud trade mark, both 
of which ure protected by the High Courts 
of England and Germany. 

JOHANN MARIA FARINA, 
Opposite the Jiilichs Place, 
Cologne, 1869. : 

Be careful to direct your letters exactly to 
*Johaun Maria Farina, opposite the Jidlichs 
Place, Cologne (Prussia).” 

o-a-f 3iau 65 


TOPARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


KEARSLEY’S ORIGINAL WIDOW 
WELCH’S FEMALE PILLS, 


long celebrated for their peculiar virtues; are 
strongly recommended as a safe and valuable 
medicine in removing obstructions and reliev- 
ing other inconveniences to which the female 
frame is liable ; especially those which at an 
early period of life frequently arise from want 
of exercise and general debility of the system. 
Parehasers should see that each box is wrap- 
‘ped in white paper, and has C. KEARSLE 
printed on the Goverument stamp. 
Price 28. Od. per box. May be had of all 
‘Chemists throughout the world. Also 
DR. LOCOCK’S LOTION FOR 
THE COMPLEXION, 

a certain remedy for insect bites, tan, suns 
burns, or any roughness of the skin; in 
bottles 1s, 14d., sold everywhere. * 

J. SANGER & SONS, 
OXFORD STREET, LONDON. 
‘March 29th, 1870, 


Cologne (the o 




























2nd, 1869, 
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